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Renovations  
continue  
at former  
SJHS gym 

 
By Lea Ann Butcher 

The James Willison Family Center, once the 

Sistersville Junior High School gym, is a place 

where basketball is played, pro wrestling 

matches are held and possibilities for other 

events are endless. 

The amount of upkeep and restoration work the 

center requires may also seem endless. 

But thanks to such groups as the Sistersville 

Park and Pool Board, the Sistersville Junior 

Athletics and the Sistersville High School 

Alumni Association, a restoration committee 

has been formed and repairs are underway. 

“The building needs a lot of work done to it. It 
was abandoned and unused for many years. Some 

floors are in bad shape,” said Mayor Bill Rice. 

“The building has become increasingly hard to 
manage, especially with upkeep and all the is-

sues it’s been having like water leaks. The SJA 
is thankfully volunteering time and funding to 

make some repairs. We are very thankful and 

appreciative that the SJA agreed to oversee it,” 
said Alex King, Park and Pool board member. 

Continued on page 14 
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A large and appreciative crowd gathered at Sistersville’s Veterans Park 
on Riverside Drive on a cloudy Veterans Day Tuesday, Nov. 11. Ceremo-
nies included the Pledge of Allegiance, the singing of the national anthem 
and several speeches, including guest speaker Sgt. Major James L. Allen 
of Paden City. The sun broke through the clouds when Allen came to the 
podium. “Veterans are ordinary people who serve our country in extreme 
times,” he said. In addition to thanking all service members, Allen 
thanked the people left behind who run the households when soldiers are 
deployed or killed. “Nothing can replace the hole left behind by a fallen 
service member,” he said. Allen also gave an official “welcome home” to 
Vietnam veterans, noting that it was not a popular war and many of them 
were not welcomed home properly. Following Allen’s address, the Sisters-
ville VFW Honor Guard gave a 21-gun salute.  

 



EDITORIAL 

So much for 
which to be 
thankful! 

 

t this time of the year, we most often pause 
to ponder our blessings and count them 

one by one. Then we realize just how 

much we have to be thankful for.  

INNformer staffers agreed to share their bless-

ings: 

We are thankful for a clear mind, a full heart 
and the ability to construct coherent sentences 
in English. We are thankful for a relatively 
flexible work schedule, endless cups of coffee 
and our restaurant’s omelets. We are thankful 
for our high school teachers, college professors 
and those who encouraged us to pursue an edu-
cation. We are thankful for parents, family and 
friends we consider family. We are thankful for 
sweater-weather, slow cookers and West Vir-
ginia for giving us four beautiful seasons. We 
are thankful for blackberry wine, a fluffy pillow 
and long naps on our days off. 

Let us explore more deeply why we are thank-

ful for our parents. They set us on our path.   

Both our mother and father instilled in us the set 
of values that has guided us throughout our life. 
Some of what they taught us they intended to. 

Other lessons were completely unintentional.  

From our father we learned perseverance. To be 

steadfast in doing something despite difficulty.  

OK, maybe a better word would be “stubborn.”   

When you start something finish it. Don’t quit. 
When you make a commitment, honor it. Get a 

job. Do the job to the best of your ability. It 

didn’t matter what job it was. When you are 
right, stand your ground. When you are wrong, 

admit it.   

Those are important qualities for a youngster to 

learn as they are applicable throughout life.  

From our mother we learned forgiveness, inde-

pendence and self-reliance.  

We are thankful our parents gave us the oppor-

tunity to explore our potential and to learn from 

our mistakes. Better to try and fail than not to 

try at all.  

We are thankful for teachers, coaches and others 

involved in the lives of our children who encour-

age and support them in often unseen ways. 

We are thankful for those we encounter in every-

day life who provide us with cheer and laughter. 

We are thankful for those we know will always 

be in our corner when life knocks us down. 

We are thankful for those who have blazed 

trails before us so our path may be easier. 

We are thankful for those who willingly take 

the dirty jobs in life. 

We are  thankful for first responders who make 

our lives safer. 

We are thankful for the doctors and researchers 
who chase down leads so that fewer of us lose 

our loved ones much too early. 

We are thankful for the beauty of Nature’s pal-
ette — from spectacular sunrises and sunsets 
right through to the fiery colors of autumn 
leaves and the stark splendor of a winter land-

scape — and the ability to appreciate it. 

We are thankful for our four-legged friends:  
the wag of a dog’s tail, the purring of the cat, 
the whicker of  a horse. 

We are thankful that there are always more 

books to read and to share. 

We are thankful for the whimsical — the so-
called pennies from heaven and fallen feathers 
from a guardian angel as reminders of our de-

parted loved ones. 

We are even thankful for such First World 
problems as no signal bars, dying cell phones, 

too-cold ACs and slow computers. 

Sometimes, we are simply thankful a much-

dreaded event is over. 

Just as the cliché says: There is always some-

thing to be thankful for!  
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

YOUTH VOLUNTEERS MADE  
SISTERSVILLE SPOOKHOUSE 

 A FRIGHTFUL SUCCESS 
To the Editor, 
I would like to say how impressed I am 
with the youth of this community. Twenty-
five young volunteers (shown above) as-
sisted with the second annual Sistersville 
Spookhouse. Many of them showed up 
each night, ready to give participants a safe 

and fun fright.  

As well as being respectful, they offered a 
great deal of creative insight. Their excite-
ment about taking part in a public event 
(albeit to scare the public) was evident. I am 
proud of them, and they should be proud of 

themselves. They made it a success. 

Having had the great experience of working 
alongside the youth and seeing what they 
can accomplish, I encourage other organi-
zations to welcome their help whenever 
possible. The future of this community will 

prosper if we give them the opportunity to 

invest in it. 

Sincerely, 
Alex King 
Sistersville Parks and Recreation  
 

THANKS TO DONORS,  
VOLUNTEERS FOR PADEN CITY 

HAUNTED TRAIL 
Dear Editor, 

The Paden City Park and Pool Commission 
would like to thank everyone that participated in 

the Paden City Haunted Trail Monday, Oct. 26.  

We sold 591 tickets. More than last year. It was 
another successful year. It is a very safe way for 
the children to get their candy and trick or treat. 

We had 23 stations.  

We would like to thank all of the following sta-

tions:  

New Martinsville: Bayer Credit Union, Health 
Care Center, Burger King, N.M. Ambulance, 

Progressive Bank, Lisa Shepherd. 

Paden City:  Nazarene Church, Lions Club, 
WesBanco, Library, Legion Auxiliary, Labor 
Day Committee, Dominos, PC Fire Dept., Gar-
den Club, Rem, Eagles, Church of God and 
Christian Church. 

Sistersville: Health Care Center, Par Mar, Ty-
ler County Lions Club. 

We would also like to thank all the businesses 
that donated candy or money: Union Bank of 
Sistersville,  Myers Car Lot, Dr. Feather, 
McDonald’s, Susie’s Crafts, Brenda Botizan 
CPA, W.C. Hospital and Paden City Go Mart. 

I want to thank the Park and Pool Commission, 
Josh Billiter, Roxanne and Ginger for selling 
tickets and trying to stay warm. Thanks goes to 
Crystal Shultz, Jennifer Latimer and Kevin 
Goldin for selling hot chocolate and  coffee, and 
Sharps in New Martinsville for donating the 
tickets and Tim Birdwell for making the flyers.  

We also want to thank Dave Wells, Lisa and 
Willye White for bringing their wagons and 
horses for the rides for the Haunted Trail. They 
worked very hard and never stopped. I talked to 
them and they had fun, too.  The buggy rides 
were a great ending for the Haunted Trail.  

If I have forgotten anyone, please forgive me 
and know that we appreciate everyone that 
helps and supports us.  

The children, parents, businesses make the 
Haunted Trail the success that it is. We all need 
to support our town and the surrounding towns. 
We hope to see everyone next year. Again, 
thanks everyone. 

The Paden City Park and Pool Commission 

Thomas E. Trader Sr. 

Park and Pool Commissioner 
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FAMILIAR FACES 

Insurance agent 
Lisa Northcraft 

 

By Lea Ann Butcher 
isa Northcraft is busy, busy, busy. Since 
opening her insurance agency in early 

May, she said she has hardly had 

time for much else. 

Still, she finds time to be an active member of 
the community. Northcraft is president of the 
Sistersville Lions Club and vice president of 
the Wetzel County Convention and Visitors 
Bureau in conjunction with the Friends of 
Wetzel County, the Wetzel County Museum 
and the Wetzel County Chamber of Com-

merce. 

Northcraft was born and raised in Sistersville 
and was graduated from Sistersville High 
School in 1984. The 49-year-old was the store 
manager of McDonalds for 10 years and has 
served as the advertising director for several 
local news outlets, making for nearly 30 years 
of combined sales experience. 

She said having sales experience is what has 

helped her launch and be successful in her 

insurance agency.  

Lisa Northcraft Insurance Agency LLC offers 

auto, home, life, commercial and agricultural 
insurance with American National and Farm 

Family. 

“I sell a little bit of every type of insurance 
you can imagine,” she said. 
American National offers a broad variety of 
life insurance, retirement annuities, accident 
and health insurance, pension plan products 
and services, credit insurance and property/
casualty insurance for personal lines, agribusi-

ness and targeted commercial exposures. 

The Farm Family insurance group was acquired 
by American National Insurance Company in 
2001. Farm Family insurance provides insur-
ance protection for the underserved needs of 

farmers, families and businesses in rural areas. 

Continued on facing page 

 

‘I’M LEARNING A LOT ABOUT 
FARMS AND THE DIFFERENT 
TYPES OF FARMING PEOPLE  
DO.  IT’S JUST AMAZING TO  

GO OUT AND SEE HOW UNIQUE 
EACH ONE OF THEM IS’ 

 

L 
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By Lea Ann Butcher 

H 
ave you nabbed the elusive 
eight-point buck? Trap a 
raccoon? Perhaps you’d like 

a trophy of your hunting expedition? 
If so, take that carcass to Cross’s 
Taxidermy on Gamble Run Road. 

Mike Cross, 58, officially began his 
career in 1980 making this his 35th 
year of taxidermy. He is one of three 

taxidermists in the immediate area. 

Cross said he started because he 
enjoys hunting and fishing, but as 
his business grew he found himself 
with less and less time to get into 
the woods. At least he gets to ride 

his four-wheeler to work each day. 

Business is good for Cross, who 
had a freezer full of future pro-
jects. Lining the walls in his shop 
were mounted mule deer, antelope, 
elk, squirrel and a variety of fish 

waiting for pickup by their owners. 

Cross can also mount caribou, bear, 
wild boar, moose, big horn sheep, 
coyotes, fox, raccoons, beavers, otters, 

skunks and turkeys, to name a few. 

The process is intricate and par-
ticular. Cross said it usually takes 

about nine hours to mount a deer. 

The first step is taking exact meas-
urements. The deer is then skinned 
or “fleshed” using pliers, scalpels 
and a variety of other tools. Cross 
then tumbles the hide with sawdust 

to dry it out.  

While the skin dries the mold is pre-
pared. Cross most often uses poly-
urethane foam. He orders the mold 
as a shoulder, neck, or European in 
sneak, semi-sneak, upright and other 
positions, customer preference de-
pending. These molds are incredibly 
accurate and even have muscles and 

veins carved into place. 

Next, Cross preserves the hide by 

“pickling” it, he said. 

T he antlers and skull are then 
removed and the real skull is 

discarded. The antlers are placed 
on the foam with screws after the 
skin is stretched over it.  Cross 
sews the skin around the mold en-
suring that everything is tight. 
Lastly, glass eyes are inserted into 
the sockets and the deer is 

mounted onto a wooden plaque. 

If that whole process takes nine 
hours, imagine how long a 460-
pound black bear would take! 
Cross said it was the largest animal 

he has done. The smallest? A four 

or five-inch Bluegill fish.  

Most fish lose their color quickly 
after being caught. After a fish is 
gutted, a foam mold is inserted 
inside and its scales are painted by 
hand to restore is original color. 

The most unusual project Cross has 
tackled was the mounting of a shark. 

“A guy was fishing off North 
Carolina and caught it. It was 
hanging up down at Jerry Koer-
ber’s bait shop in Paden City for a 
while,” Cross said. 
“There ain’t too many things I 
haven’t done,” he said after rattling 
off a list of projects he’s completed. 
In addition to new mounts, Cross 
can also restore old ones. 

P ricing varies depending on type 
of animal, mount and other 

particulars. For example, buck 
necks start at $280 and shoulders at 
$325, a life-size coyote starts at 
$600 and a standing turkey costs 
$415. But those are just a few of the 

mounts Cross can do, stop in his 
shop at 1523 Gamble Run Road to 
see more. Due to the recent changes 
made by emergency services, he 
has a New Martinsville address that 
is actually in Tyler County. 

From Paden City, head out Paden 

Fork Road about a mile and make 

a right onto Gamble Run Road, 

Cross’s Taxidermy signs are 
clearly visible. 

It should be noted that Cross works 

alone, but he does have a helping 

hand from a friend every once in a 

while. He is also open to teaching 

others the tricks of the trade. 

Cross does not keep regular busi-

ness hours, but he said he is usu-

ally in his shop from 10 a.m. until 

5 p.m. six days a week. He sug-

gests making a phone call first. 

Examples of Cross’ work can be 
viewed at Walmart in New Mar-

tinsville. For more information 

give Cross a call at 304-337-8574 

or 304-337-8847. 

 

Get that trophy mounted 
at Cross’s Taxidermy 
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OIL & GAS BRIEFS 

Magnum Hunter 
Resources faces 

difficulties 
 

While Magnum Hunter Re-
sources was able to refinance a 
small portion of their outstanding 
debt and make a schedule bond 
payment on time earlier this 
month, the company faces a 
doubtful future as natural gas 

commodity prices remain low.   

Earlier this year, Triad Hunter, 
a subsidiary of Magnum 
Hunter, sold more than 5,000 
leasehold acres in Tyler County 
to Antero and announced they 
were putting their stake in the 
Eureka Hunter Pipeline up for 
sale. Eureka Hunter also ser-

vices Tyler County gas wells. 

The New York Stock Exchange 
announced Nov. 10 that trading 
of both Magnum Hunter’s com-
mon and preferred stock was be-
ing suspended on the exchange 
and indicated that the company 
would be delisted based on 

“abnormally low” price levels.  
In a recent press release, the 
company hinted that it may be 

heading toward bankruptcy.  

INPUT SOUGHT BY  
ACADEMIC RESEARCHER  
Have you been affected by the 
Marcellus/ Utica Shale industry 
in any way? If so, Lindsay 

Shade would like to talk to you. 

Shade, a PhD candidate at the 
University of Kentucky, is con-
ducting a study locally to better 
understand how the gas industry 
is affecting the everyday lives 

of people in this region.  

Her comprehensive research 
touches on all aspects of the local 
shale industry -- ranging from in-
dividual experiences leasing land 
and negotiating mineral rights to 
how development is impacting 

families and the local economy. 

Shade is also exploring how wells 
and pipelines have affected quality 
of life issues, such as traffic and 
water quality. People willing to 
participate in her research should 
contact her at LSH237@g.uky.edu 
or call (617) 863-7601. Responses 

will be confidential.   

Participants will be compen-

sated for their time.  

 PERMITS ISSUED 
 FOR TYLER, WETZEL 

COUNTIES 
Plugging permits in Tyler and 

Wetzel counties have outnum-
bered drill permits issued by the 
West Virginia Department of 
Environmental Protection by a 
nearly two-to-one margin since 

early October. 

Week of 10-5:  Two permits is-
sued in Tyler County – one to HG 
Energy LLC to plug and one to 
drill a vertical well to Alliance Pe-
troleum Corp. Three plugging per-
mits were issued for Wetzel 
County – two to HG Energy LLC 
and one to DAC Energy LLC. 

Week of 10-12: Four plugging 
permits issued for Wetzel County 
to Leatherwood Inc. None issued 
for Tyler County. 

Week of 10-19: One drilling per-
mit issued in Tyler County to Sta-
toil Onshore Properties Inc. for a 
horizontal well. 

Week of 10-26: Five drilling per-
mits issued for Tyler County to 
Statoil Onshore Properties Inc. for 
horizontal wells. 

Week of 11-2: No permits issued 
for either county. 

Week of 11-9: Six permits were 
issued for Wetzel County – three 
plugging permits to Ascent Re-
sources –Marcellus LLC, two 
plugging permits to Perkins Oil 
and Gas Inc and one drilling per-
mit to SWN Production Co. LLC 
for a horizontal well. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
PERIOD OPEN 

On July 29, 2015, Williams Ohio 
Valley Midstream applied to the 
WV Department of Environmental 
Protection, Division of Air Quality 
(DAQ) for a permit for the existing 
Dewhurst Dehydration Facility 
located along County Route 8/2 
(Buffalo Run Road), approxi-
mately 4.1 miles south-southeast 
of Jacksonburg, Wetzel County, 
WV, at latitude 39.47400 and lon-
gitude -80.62500.  A preliminary 
evaluation has determined that all 
state and federal air quality re-
quirements are met by the existing 
facility. The DAQ is providing 
notice to the public of its prelimi-
nary determination to issue the 
permit as R13-3262. 

The following potential emissions 

will be authorized by this permit 
action: Particulate Matter less 

than 2.5 microns, ~0.00 tons per 
year (TPY); Particulate Matter 

less than 10 microns, ~0.00 TPY; 
Particulate Matter, ~0.00 TPY; 

Sulfur Dioxide, ~0.00 TPY; Ox-
ides of Nitrogen, 0.13 TPY; Car-

bon Monoxide, 0.11 TPY; Vola-
tile Organic Compounds, 20.13 

TPY; Hazardous Air Pollutants, 
9.42 TPY. 

Written comments or requests for a 
public meeting must be received 
by the DAQ before 5 p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 11, 2015.  

The purpose of the DAQ’s permit-
ting process is to make a prelimi-
nary determination if the existing 
facility will meet all state and fed-
eral air quality requirements. The 
purpose of the public review proc-
ess is to accept public comments 
on air quality issues relevant to 
this determination.  

Joe Kessler, PE; WV Department 
of Environmental Protection, Divi-
sion of Air Quality; 601 57th St., 
SE; Charleston, WV  25304; Tele-
phone:  304/926-0499, ext. 1219; 
FAX: 304/926-0478. 

Additional information, including 
copies of the draft permit, appli-
cation and all other supporting 
materials relevant to the permit 
decision may be obtained by con-
tacting the engineer listed above.  
The draft permit and engineering 
evaluation can be downloaded at: 
www.dep.wv.gov/daq/Pages/
NSRPermitsforReview.aspx. 
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Community  
leaders are 

thankful for … 
 
By Lea Ann Butcher 

S 
tarting a recent meeting on a positive note, 
nearly a dozen community representatives 
and leaders took time to reflect on the 

things (and people) for which they are thankful. 

Becky Hayes said she is thankful for her grandchil-
dren. Hayes is the Tyler County Democratic Rep-

resentative appointed by U.S. Sen. Joe Manchin. 

Mary Jo Guidi, regional coordinator for Man-
chin, said she was also thankful for her grand-

children and noted her friends and family. 

Tyler County Superintendent of Schools Robin 
Daquilante had two families to be thankful for, 
her personal family and her school family. 

 “I am thankful for my family and for the com-
munity where we live and our neighbors and 
friends. I am thankful that I am able to wear 
many hats and help as many people as I can,” 
said Pastor Bill Dawson. 

Bonnie Hizer, teller at Union Bank in Sistersville, 
said she is thankful for her girls and her seven 
grandchildren because they keep her going. 

 “I am thankful for my supportive family, 
friends and allies I meet in the community as I 
do community work and my jobs as Tyler 
County Prevention Specialist under Westbrook 
and as a Middlebourne Parks and Recreation 
member,” Alex King said. 

“I am thankful for my family, my health and 
our generous community,” said Sistersville Li-
ons Club President Lisa Northcraft of Lisa 
Northcraft Insurance Agency LLC. 

Paden City Recorder Tamra Billiter said she 
was thankful for her family and for her job as 
recorder. 

“I am thankful for family and an understanding 
wife that allows me to go to all these meetings and 
for those in the community that volunteer their 
time and efforts to make the community a better 
place,” said Joel Davis, Paden City councilman. 

Paden City Major John “Hoppy” Hopkins said 
he was thankful for his family, his health and 
the support he receives from the community. 

“I am thankful I have God in my life first and 
above everything else and I am thankful for my 
husband, he puts up with a lot of my worrying,” 
said Barbara “Mrs. Hoppy” Hopkins. 

As we prepare for Thanksgiving amid all the 
terror and turmoil in the world gratitude may be 
scarce, but we must not take for granted the 
people and the things that make our lives worth 
living. What are you thankful for? 
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Around the  
Region 

  

SISTERSVILLE 

CHRISTMAS PARADE SET 
The annual Sistersville Christmas parade will be 
held in downtown Sistersville Friday, Dec. 4, at 
7 p.m. Line up begins at 6:30 p.m. on Riverside 
Drive near the Little Sister. This year’s theme is 
The Sights and Sounds of Christmas. Wells 
Street businesses are encouraged to decorate 
their windows for cash prizes. Cash prizes will 
also be awarded for parade floats. Hot chocolate 
and treats will be served at the Gaslight Theater 
and Santa will be available for pictures so bring 
your camera. This annual event is planned by the 

Sistersville Community Service Organization. 

CRAFT, VENDOR SHOW DEC. 12 
A December craft and vendor show will take place 
Saturday, Dec. 12, from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. at the 
Sistersville Volunteer Fire Department. Vendors 
include Origami Owl, Scentsy, Tupperware, Taste-
fully Simple, Pink Zebra, Thirty-One, Chocolate 
Lady, Younique, Juice Plus and more. Stop by and 

get your Christmas shopping done early. 

FOOD, CLOTHING 
HANDOUT CONTINUES 

Every Wednesday, the Sistersville Ministerial As-
sociation hands out food and clothing from 9 a.m. 
to noon at the First Baptist Church in Sistersville. 

 
 MIDDLEBOURNE 

THANKSGIVING LUNCH  NOV. 24 
The Council of Senior Tyler Countians will 

host a Thanksgiving Lunch Tuesday, Nov. 24, 

at noon in the banquet room of the Middle-
bourne Senior Center. Menu for the event will 

be roasted turkey, mashed potatoes with gravy, 
stuffing, green beans, coleslaw and pumpkin 

pie. RSVP if you plan to attend. For more infor-
mation contact the center at 304-758-5153. 

WREATH CLASS OFFERED 
A Rudolph wreath-making class will be held at 

the Tyler County Public Library Tuesday, Dec. 
1, at 6 p.m. For $30 per person all materials will 

be provided. Deadline to sign up is Nov. 25.  
Call 304-771-6643 for more information and 

make payment as soon as possible. 

HOLIDAY PARADE DEC. 5 
The Middlebourne Christmas parade will be 

held Saturday, Dec. 5, at 11 a.m. Before the 

parade, there will be a free breakfast with 

Mrs.Claus at the firehall between 8 a.m. and 10 

a.m. Following the parade, Santa will be at the 

fire hall with goodies for the children. For in-

formation or to sign up call Linda at 304-771-

9024 or Bobbi Sue at 304-771-6954. 

TCPL STORY HOUR CONTINUES 
The Tyler County Public Library in Middle-
bourne hosts a story hour every Thursday at 1 
p.m. Call the library at 304-758-4304 to register 

your 3, 4 and 5 year olds. 

  

PADEN CITY 

STORY HOUR SLATED 
The Paden City Public Library will hold a fall 
story hour for pre-school children on Fridays at 
noon. Call the library at 304-337-9333 to regis-

ter your child and get more information. 

 TOPS TO MEET 
Fighting extra weight gain? Join TOPS (Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly) and get the help and support to 
reach your goal. Meeting place: First Baptist 
Church, 600 S. 4th Ave, Paden City. Wednesday 
morning weigh-in starts at 9 a.m., meetings at 10. 
Call Leader-Norma at 304-337-8262 or Co-leader 

Helen at 304-652-2228 for more information. 

 

 NEW MARTINSVILLE 

CHRISTMAS PARADE DEC. 5 
The Wetzel County Chamber of Commerce will 
sponsor its Christmas parade Saturday, Dec 5. 
at 6 p.m. on Main Street in New Martinsville. 
This year’s theme is the 12 Days of Christmas. 
Call 304-455-3825 for more information. 

NMPL ANNOUNCES EVENTS 
THE GIVING TREE  -- New Martinsville Pub-
lic Library is accepting donations toward the 
Esther Crumbley Fund providing books for 

children in need for Christmas. 

Fine Free Days continue through Nov. 25 @ 

NMPL. Return your long overdue items. 

STORY TIME RETURNS  
Story Time @ New Martinsville Public Library 
will be held at 11 a.m. every Tuesday that 
school is in session in Wetzel County. The li-
brary is located at the corner of Washington 
Street and Martin Avenue. For more informa-

tion, contact the library at 304-455-4545.  

RECOVERY GROUP SET  
Celebrate Recovery, a 12-step (faith-based) re-
covery program, meets at the New Martinsville 
United Methodist Church, located behind Cap-
tain Richard’s on Hydro Drive. The meeting 
begins at 6:30 every Thursday. If you have any 
hurts, hang-ups, bad habits or addictions this is 
where to go. CR creates a safe place that is con-

fidential for sharing and healing. 

INAUGURAL 

INNformer 

Arts  

SUPPLEMENT 
TO BE PUBLISHED DEC. 30, 2015 

 

 

Fiction 

Poetry 

Non-

fiction 

Photos          

Artwork 

 
Submission deadline Dec. 1 

 

All submissions must  

be in digital form.  

Email submissions to 

 innformerme@yahoo.com.  

Please include name, age,  

address and a brief bio. 

Continued on facing page 
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Region 
Continued from previous page 

 
  

NAR-ANON TO MEET 
The NAR-ANON Family Group 
meets every Friday at 1 p.m. at 
the New Martinsville United 
Methodist Church behind Cap-
tain Richard’s. For more infor-
mation call 304-455-1422. 

 

FRIENDLY 

BREAKFAST NOV. 23 
The Friendly Lions Club will 
sponsor an all you can eat break-
fast at the Friendly Community 
Center Monday, Nov. 23, 5 a.m. 
until 11 a.m. Menu includes pan-
cakes, eggs, sausage, biscuits and 
gravy, hash browns and coffee, 

juice or milk for $10 per person. 

  

HUNDRED/PINE 
GROVE 

STORY HOURS RETURN 
The Hundred Public Library 
has story hour at 11 a.m. 
every Wednesday with stories, 
games, crafts and more. For 
ages 3 to 5. For more informa-

tion call 304-755-5161. 

 

 ST MARYS 

CONCERT DEC. 1 
The St. Marys Community Con-
cert Band will hold their Christ-
mas concert Tuesday, Dec. 1, at 
7 p.m. (their last concert of the 
season) at the St. Marys Marina, 
St. Marys, West Virginia. This 
concert is free to the public and 
holiday refreshments will be 
provided by the band. Practices 
will resume Tuesday, March 1, 
at the Marina. No tryouts are 
required. For info: call 740-473-
9076; fozbar@exede.net or 

keeling.christine@yahoo.com. 

  

If you would like to run your 
community service announce-
ment in The INNformer, please 
fax it to 304-652-1312 attention 
The INNformer, email it to inn-
formerme@yahoo.com, or send 
it in a private message on The 
INNformer’s Facebook page.   

OLGEBAY RESORT  
WINTER FESTIVAL OF 
LIGHTS, WHEELING 

Covering more than 300 acres and 
tens of thousands of twinkling 
lights, Olgebay Resort’s Winter 
Festival of Lights (above) celebrates 

its 30th anniversary this year. 

Running from through Sunday, Jan. 
3, 2016, the show runs from dark 
until 10 p.m. Sunday through Thurs-
day and until 11 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday. However, there’s more 
than just lights to enjoy. There are a 
multitude of displays in various 
parts of the resort that include a Na-
tivity scene and glass art installa-
tion. A gift shop is also open featur-

ing ornaments from local artisans. 

The light display changes every 
year, with the latest addition a 300-
foot tunnel of multi-colored lights 

that leads down to Schenk Lake. 

Additional information can be 
found at the Olgebay Resort web-

site: www.olgebay-resort.com 

BLENNERHASSETT HOTEL 
FESTIVAL OF TREES 

More than 30 trees and wreaths lav-

ishly decorated by local designers 

are display through Thursday, Dec. 

3. Use the trees as inspiration for 

your own holiday decorating or just 

enjoy another’s talents. 

Call the hotel at 1-800-262-2536 for 

more information. 

VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS 
AT MARIETTA CASTLE 

Built in the mid-1850s, the Castle 

(below) is considered one of the best 

examples of Gothic Revival architec-

ture in Ohio. Proudly sitting on a hill 

above the town of Marietta, it was 

home to some of the most prominent 

citizens of the time until it opened as 

a public museum in 1994. 

From Friday, Nov. 27, to Monday, 
Dec. 28, the museum is decked out in 
its Victorian holiday finery. You can 
learn about the history of treasured 
holiday traditions and life in the Mid-
Ohio Valley in the 1800s and 1900s. 

Tours are from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
with the last tour starting at 3 p.m. 
Contact the Castle at their website 
f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n : 
www.mariettacastle.org. 

CHRISTMAS PARADES 
The Sistersville Christmas parade 
will be held in downtown Sisters-
ville Friday, Dec. 4, at 7 p.m. Line 
up begins at 6:30 p.m. on Riverside 
Drive near the Little Sister. This 
year’s theme is The Sights and 
Sounds of Christmas.   

The Middlebourne Christmas pa-
rade will be held Saturday, Dec. 5, 

at 11 a.m.  

The Wetzel County Chamber of 
Commerce will sponsor its Christ-
mas parade Saturday, Dec 5. at 6 
p.m. on Main Street in New Mar-
tinsville. This year’s theme is the 12 
Days of Christmas.  

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
The St. Marys Community Concert 
Band will hold their Christmas con-
cert Tuesday, Dec. 1, at 7 p.m. (their 
last concert of the season) at the St. 
Marys Marina, St. Marys, West Vir-
ginia. This concert is free to the pub-
lic and holiday refreshments will be 

provided by the band.  

Holiday 
events 

Holiday 
events 
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SJHS gym 
Continued from page 1 

 
The SJA is taking over the utility 
bills of the building, which are quite 
expensive.  As part of the joint res-
toration committee, this group has 
been making many of the repairs 
themselves, allowing the building to 

stay open for future events. 

“The kids love it; we’re going to try 
everything.  This is a step in the right 
direction because it could have been a 
disaster. But we’re going to make sure 
the kids have some place to play,” said 
Stan Dennis, SJA president. 

Residents, businesses and organi-
zation are able to rent the gym at 
$20 per hour. This can cover any-
thing from sports-related activities 

to private parties.  

According to Dennis, the monies 
generated from the various events 

are put right back into the center. 

To make a donation to the center, 
send a check to the city building 
and earmark it for James Willison 
Family Center repairs. To make a 
donation to specifically help SJA 
cover utility bills and upkeep, send 
a check to the city building and 

earmark it for SJA gym expenses. 

The James Willison Family Center 
is a historical building open for use 
by the town’s  people, children and 
families, but it needs your help. 

“It’s important to get on the right track 
by getting everyone who cares about 
the place together. If we don’t start 
doing something now, there won’t be 
a place for sports in the future. We are 

open to all possibilities,” King said. 
To rent the gym call SJA Secretary 
Angela Sandy at 304-771-6865 or 
SJA President Stan Dennis at 304-
652-1668. For questions about the 
restoration project, call Alex King 

at 304-771-8835. 

ABOVE: Former classroom. BELOW:  The black 
marks how high the rainwater has been in the only 
functioning bathroom. BOTTOM: Entrance to James 
Willison Family Center. The floor fills with water when 
it rains hard. The water then flows into and floods the 
only usable bathroom.  

TOP: Not all is damaged.  The 
gymnasium is still in relatively 
good shape. The floor was redone 
a few years ago (with grant  
funding) after a leak softened it 
and the bleachers fell through. 
RIGHT TOP, CENTER:   
Damaged floorboards in  
classrooms can range from  
destroyed to warped .  
ABOVE:  Former and currently 
unusable men’s bathroom. FAR 
LEFT:  Section of classroom. 
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NEED HELP? 
The INNformer accepts FREE help  

wanted ads from area businesses.  

Call or fax to 304-652-1312, or send  

an email to thewellsinn@gmail.com 

to place your ad today! 

POLPPOLICE OFFICERPOLICE OFFICERIPOLICE OFFICERCPOLICE OFFICERE POLICE OFFICERPOLICE OFFICEROFFIPOLICE OFFICERPOLICE OFFICERPOLICE OFFICERPOLICE OFFICERCPOLICE OFFICERERPOLICE OFFICERPOLICE OFFICER 

PADEN CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Accepting applications through Nov. 30 

Will provide training for qualified applicant. 

Must pass background check  

and meet physical requirements. 

Apply at City Recorder’s Office 

208 West Main Street 

Paden City, WV 

Sistersville General Hospital 
314 South Wells Street, Sistersville, WV  

 
Medical Lab Technician/ Medical Lab Technologist — Part-time 

Radiology Technologists —  Full time; various shifts; On Call; 1 year experience preferred 

Sleep Technologist — RGPST preferred; PPN 

RN, Medical/ Surgical — Full time; 7 p.m. shift; WV RN license, and at least 1 year  

experience required  

Apply online at www.sistersvillehospital.com/careers 

 HELP WANTED 

GARY CECIL MOTORS 

FULL-TIME AUTO SALES 
407 Rt 2, New Martinsville, WV  

Hiring Qualified Auto Sales — Commission 

Call 304-771-4511 for more information 

Members of the ArtsLink Board of Directors 
recently accepted a donation from Christine 
Mitchell, local external affairs representative 

for Dominion Resources Services Inc.  

ArtsLink, the arts council for Wetzel and Ty-
ler counties, will use the funding to support 

arts programs in the schools.  

Dominion and its philanthropic arm, The Do-
minion Foundation, annually award about $20 
million to causes that protect the environment, 
promote education and help meet basic human 

needs.  

The Foundation is dedicated to improving the 
physical, social and economic well-being of 
the communities served by Dominion compa-
nies, which also invest in communities through 

programs and volunteer activities.  

Mitchell noted Foundation grants are funded 
by shareholder dollars and are not borne by 
customers. “We are happy to support Art-
sLink, and hope that it can continue to en-
hance the teaching of the arts to our local chil-

dren,” she said.  

For information on ArtsLink’s activities, call 
304-455-2278. Pictured from left are: Robert 
DeFrancis, Carolyn Hizer, Christine Mitchell, 

Mary Rohrig, Jane Knight, Miranda Stokes, 
Scarlet Hood, Brian Rogers, Barbara Vincent 

and Fawn Price.  

ARTSLINK ACCEPTS  DONATION FROM DOMINION FOUNDATION  
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INDINDUSTRIAL/ INDUSTRIAL/ USTRIAINDUSTRIAL/ INDUSTRIAL/ INDUSTRIAL/ INDUSTRIAL/ INDUSTRIAL/ INDUSTRIAL/ L/INDUSTRIAL/ INDUSTRIAL/  INDUSTRIAL/   
MECMECHANICAL MECHANICAL HANIMECHANICAL MECHANICAL MECHANICAL MECHANICAL CMECHANICAL AMECHANICAL L MECHANICAL MECHANICAL   

   
TRINITY HOMES 
Experienced Driver 
needed. Must have CDL 
license. Construction  
experience a plus.  
Call 304-455-2872 or stop 
in for an application.  

CDL-CLASS A  
DRIVERS   
Murray Trucking  
55 Union St. 
New Martinsville  

Apply in Person  

EXPERIENCED BODY 
TECHNICIAN  
A-1 Automotive   
299 Virginia St. 
New Martinsville, WV  
Apply in Person 

CDL CLASS A/ B TANK 
TRUCK DRIVERS 
Dana Transport . Friendly,  
Must have 2 years  
verifiable tank truck  
experience and TWICK 
card. Apply online 
www.danacompanies.com  
under “Employment” tab. 

EXPERIENCED  
MECHANIC 
Cecil Tire N Jenny Lube 
407 Rt 2 New Martinsville,  

Hiring mechanic with 
proven track record 
Call (304) 771-4511 for 
more information. 

 

RETRRETAIL/ SALESRETAIL/ SALESAILRETAIL/ SALESRETAIL/ SALESRETAIL/ SALES/ SALESRETAIL/ SALESRETAIL/ SALESRETAIL/ SALESRETAIL/ SALESRETAIL/ SALESRETAIL/ SALESRETAIL/ SALES 
  
CREW MEMBER 
Wendys 
380 North State Rt 2 
New Martinsville 
Apply in person 

DELIVERY DRIVER 
Dudley’s Florist 
619 Wells Street 
Sistersville 
Must have own car 
Apply in person 

ASSISTANT  
MANAGER 
Tractor Supply 
New Martinsville  
Shopping Plaza 
Apply on-line 
www.tractorsupply.com 

PART TIME  
ASSOCIATE 
Dollar General 
123 Main St, Middlebourne 
(304) 451-0035 or apply in 
person 

SALES ASSOCIATE 
Shoe Sensation 
140 North State Route 2 

New Martinsville 
Apply online 
www.shoesensation.com 

PART TIME AND 
CHRISTMAS SALES 
Peebles 
160 North State Route 2 
New Martinsville 
www.stagestoresinc.com/ 
career 

ACCEPTING  
APPLICATIONS 
Label shop 
1220 North State Route 2 
New Martinsville 

SALES/ DRIVER  
PART TIME  
Advance Auto Parts  
New Martinsville  
Apply online 
www.advanceautoparts.JOBS  

RECEPTIONIST   
MARBLE KING 
329 S. First Ave 
Paden City WV 26159 
Duties will include  
answering phone, taking 
accurate notes, assisting 
with general office work.  
Apply in person   

EXPERIENCED  
HAIRSTYLIST  
FULL/ PART TIME 
Crown of Glory Hair Salon  
Middlebourne, WV  
Contact Dawn 304-758-
0888 or message A Crown 
of Glory Hair Salon on FB.  

OFFICE ASSISTANT- 
FULL TIME   
MARBLE KING  
329 S. First Ave. 
Paden City, WV 26159  
Associates in Business or 5 
years verifiable experience.  
Knowledge of Microsoft 

Office and Quick Books. 
Send resume, cover letter.    

RETAIL SALES- PART 
TIME  
Goodwill 
225 State Route 2 in plaza  
Apply in person  

HIRING PART TIME 
Save-A-Lot  
223 Rt 2 
New Martinsville, WV  

Apply in Person 
  
 

  HEALHHEALTHCAREHEALTHCAREHEALTHCARETHCHEALTHCAREHEALTHCAREHEALTHCAREAREHEALTHCAREHEALTHCAREHEALTHCARE 
   

Genesis— New  
Martinsville  
225 Russell Avenue 
New Martinsville, WV 
Certified Nursing Assistant 
Personal Care Associate 
Maintenance Assistant 
Licensed Practical Nurse 
Laundry Aide 
Housekeeping Aide 
Dietary Aide 
Apply in Person or online at 
www.genesishcc.com/
career-opportunities  

Genesis– Sistersville 
201 Wood Street  
Sistersville, WV 
Attending Physician 
Certified Nursing Assistant 
Occupational Therapy As-
sistant 
Director of Rehab PT 
Bookkeeper 
Apply in Person or online 
at www.genesishcc.com/
career-opportunities 

HOME HEALTH AIDE  
Full / part time 
Tyler County 
Growing Home Health 
agency accepting  

applications for Home 
Health Aides in the  
surrounding areas.  
TRAINING PROVIDED.  
Flexible work schedule.  
Call 1–304-295-0890 to 
schedule interview.  

 

RESTRRESTAURANTRESTAURANTRESTAURANTARESTAURANTURARESTAURANTRESTAURANTRESTAURANTNTRESTAURANTRESTAURANT 
 

COOKS, WAIT STAFF 
AND DISHWASHERS  
Choo Choo’s Restaurant  
St Route 2 
New Martinsville 
Apply in Person  

PART TIME  
Arby’s 
291 North St Rt 2  
New Martinsville 
Apply in Person  

COOKS AND WAIT 
STAFF  
Captain Richard’s  
198 North St Route 2 
New Martinsville  
Apply in Person  

WAIT STAFF 
The Fort 713 Wells Street 
Sistersville, WV 
Apply in Person 

FULL & PART TIME 
COOK AND WAIT 
STAFF 
The Wells Inn   
316 Charles Street   
Sistersville, WV  
Apply in Person 

DELIVERY DRIVER  
Dominos Pizza 
326 South 4th, Paden City 
Apply in person or online 
at jobs.dominos.com  

DELIVERY DRIVER  
Dominos Pizza 
275 North State Rt 2  
New Martinsville  
Apply in person or online 
at jobs.dominos.com  
 

WAIT STAFF/ BAR 
TENDER  
Amy’s Candlelight  
732 North State Route 2 
New Martinsville 
Experience preferred, All 
shifts Apply in person - 

Bring resume 

HELP WANTED 

GARY CECIL MOTORS 

FULL-TIME AUTO SALES 
407 Rt 2, New Martinsville, WV  

Hiring Qualified Auto Sales — Commission 

Call 304-771-4511 for more information 

 

NEED 

HELP? 
The INNformer   

accepts FREE help 

wanted ads from 

area businesses.  

Call or fax to  

304-652-1312,   

or email to  

the-

wellsinn@gmail.com 

to place your ad 

today! 


