
Publisher’s note: The following are
from a collection of ghost stories being
compiled for an upcoming book on the
Haunted History of Sistersville.  

By Charles Winslow

SISTERSVILLE – Halloween is upon

us once again. It’s time for the little ones

to put on costumes and go trick or treat-

ing, march in parades and, maybe, if they

are brave enough, go through a local

haunted house or up the haunted trails.  

As it gets dark early and the leaves

have turned, it’s a good time to get to-

gether with friends and tell folk lore

and spin yarns about ghosts and events

of the past. The rich history of Sis-

tersville provides a wonderful back-

drop to story telling.  

Like Savannah, Georgia, Sistersville
has the feel of a haunted town. The oil
boom Victorian-era architecture stands
stoically as a testament to the town’s
glorious past. At night a dense fog
often will suddenly engulf the now
empty and quiet city streets. 

And, like Savannah, the ’Ville has a
long, glorious and true history that
lends itself nicely to telling tall tales. 

THE GHOST IN THE ALLEY  
One of the ghost stories that has made
its way onto the internet has to do with
a Union soldier, a surgeon, who is sup-
posed to have been witnessed late at
night walking in the alleys just up from
the river. He appears late at night and
seems to be searching for something
long lost. 
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Documentary on ferry, Sistersville underway
Film to celebrate ferry’s 
200 years of  operation
By Diane Pottorff

SISTERSVILLE – The Sistersville Ferry Board seeks
stories and pictures of ferries for a film project expected
to be completed by the end of the 2017 season.

Charles Clegg, a documentary filmmaker, attended
the monthly meeting of the ferry board to explain his
project.

“First of all, I am not with PBS,” Clegg said. “I work
in industrial videos as well as school projects and his-
torical preservation films. But, I intend to market this
documentary [on the Sistersville Ferry] to PBS.”

Clegg’s said he began filming the boat in September
and plans to film it going into dry dock as well as in
operation next season. He also will talk to past and
present crew members.

The film will mark the 200-year anniversary of the
ferry, which was incorporated in January 1817.

“I love history,” Clegg said. “This film will be about

30 minutes to 50 minutes and will be seen by most peo-
ple 40 years old and up.”

But Clegg said he needs help from residents from West
Virginia and Ohio - old photographs of the ferry, stories
and memories of adventures and different events held
on it.

“I need to do some research,” he said. “About 70 per-
cent of the documentary will be on the ferry while the
other 30 percent will be on Sistersville. No one has seen
anything like this and this film will give the people a
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Legend
has it that
a prisoner

was 
forgotten

in the
basement

cells
(shown at

right) at
Sistersville
City Hall.

At least
that’s one  

possible
reason
for the

mysterious
occur-

rences of
motion
sensor

lighting
coming 

on as well
as some

inexplica-
ble noises.

New methanol
plant slated
for Proctor

By Charles Winslow

PROCTOR – Primus Green Energy Inc.,
a gas-to-liquids (GTL) technology com-
pany has started the permitting process
to build a new Marcellus methanol plant
at the Covestro site in Proctor, just north
of New Martinsville.

In an application filed last week with the
West Virginia Department of Environ-
mental Protection, Primus Green Energy
indicated their new operation will oc-
cupy up to five acres at the Covestro lo-
cation and will include a modular
methanol processing unit, three 30,000-
gallon holding tanks as well as new load
out facilities for trucks and railcars.

“It’s not a 100 percent done deal yet, but
we have put in the permits,” George
Boyajian, chief commercial officer for
Primus, said in an interview with the IN-
Nformer. He said he believed site work
for the facility will start in the second
quarter 2017 and the plant to be in oper-
ation a few months after that.

The cost of the facility is estimated to be
in the tens of millions of dollars.

The Proctor plant will be Primus Green’s
first methanol processing unit, other than
a demonstrator at their New Jersey head-
quarters. The company has announced a
second commercial plant is to be con-
structed in Alberta, Canada, and is ex-
pected to enter operations in 2018.

“Ours is not a new kind, but best in in-
dustry,” Boyajian explained, continuing
that their design and integration sets
them apart from other developers. The



EDITORIAL

Fall in love …
with West
Virginia

I
f ever there was a season to inspire our native
West Virginians scattered around the globe to
burst into song with Take Me Home, Country
Roads, it would be fall.

We can’t point a finger to a single reason for the urge
to return, once again, to Mountaineer country. Instead,
we find it’s a heady combination. From the beauty of
these majestic hills bathed in fiery colors — red, or-
ange, gold and green; the aroma of the wood smoke
from the bonfires, that tiny nip in the air that signals
sweater-and-boots weather.

The harvest is in; the earth is preparing to slumber
under an occasional white blanket. But for now, for
these seemingly all-too-few weeks, temperatures 
are perfect — not too hot, not too cold. Just cold
enough for a mug of something warm — mulled 

cider or hot chocolate — to wrap one’s hands around.

Soon those same glorious leaves will be falling and we

can again experience the childlike joy of scrunching

through the detritus, shuffling one’s feet to see who can

make the most noise.

However, if one’s exploration of our state’s most col-

orful season should lead to more natural and forested

environs, be sure to add some blaze orange to one’s at-

tire because fall also heralds hunting season in our

beloved Mountain State.

This area is blessed to have such dedicated first respon-

ders and volunteers who sacrificed untold man hours

in search of lost hunters in two separate incidents just

last year. At least one would have proved easier to lo-

cate if he had been wearing some blaze orange.

Perhaps it’s because as Mountaineers we hold tight to
traditions — such as hunting and fishing to put food on
our tables. Those traditions to which we cling include
celebrating Halloween rather than sanitizing it as a fall
festival. No, we understand a true fall festival cele-
brates harvest; Halloween is for trick-or-treating door
to door — and we still do that, too.

Maybe it’s that steeped-in-tradition Mountaineer spirit
that calls us home. Could it be that as we roam our nos-
talgia for the way things were calls us back to this place
where past and present co-exist in harmony?

Life is simpler here in the Mountain State. City folk
might say that progress has passed us by. So be it! We’ll
take our littered-with-leaves backcountry back roads
because they take us ever closer to the beauty of God’s
Country, especially in fall!

Letter Policy

The INNformer welcomes letters to the editor of general

interest. 

To be considered for publication, letters must be no longer

than 400 words, and must contain the writer’s complete

address and phone number. This information will not be

published, but is required for verifications before publica-

tion.

All letters should be written to the editor, not to a third

party. The INNformer reserves the right to edit letters for

length and content at our discretion.  Letters written to the

exclusivity of the INNformer will be given priority. 
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The INNformer 
political policy

The INNformer will gladly publish an individual’s
declaration of candidacy for a political race. These
can include a photo of the candidate, some per-
sonal background information and the candidate’s
platform. The item should not exceed 400 words.

To give political newcomers a fair chance against
incumbents, The INNformer will not publish pho-
tos of politicians giving gifts or donations two
weeks prior to the election. Nor will we print such
political announcements as the awarding of grants
in that two-week timeframe.

Letters to the editor endorsing candidates are wel-
come. However, in accordance with the Letters to
the Editor policy, letters particularly naming an
opposing candidate will not be accepted. Letters
to the Editor must include the author’s signature,
city of residence and a telephone number for ver-
ification purposes. We reserve the right to reject
any letter for publication or to edit them to con-
form to the paper’s style. Letters of a slanderous
or libelous nature will not be published. Letters
may be mailed, delivered in person or emailed to
innformerme@yahoo.com. Letters endorsing
local candidates will be given preference over
state-race endorsements.

Also during the two-week timeframe Letters to the
Editor about an election will not be published.

Political advertisements are welcome. They must
include the name of the person or organization
paying for the ad and must be paid in advance.

For more information or clarification of the above,
contact The INNformer at 304-652-1312 or via
email at thewellsinn@gmail.com or inn-
formerme@yahoo.com.

CORRECTION
In a story in the Oct. 14 issue, The INNformer in-
correctly stated details from the Paden City Council
meeting, according to City Recorder Tamra Billiter.
On the water/sewer rate increase: The council is
considering a 1 percent to 2 percent increase on a
yearly basis and is gathering information on how it
can be done as well as contacting the Public Service
Commission of West Virginia on how to implement
it. For the sewer rate increase: The increase will be
implemented to meet conditions to receive a USDA
loan and USDA grant to repair/replace storm sewer
lines and some portions of the plant, not build a new
wastewater plant. The INNformer regrets the errors
and apologizes for any inconvenience this may have
caused.
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IT’S MY TURN

In the eye of 
Hurricane
Matthew

10/8/16

By Steve Winters

Imoved to southeastern North Carolina in 1989.
Since then, I’ve experienced six hurricanes. As number
seven barrels down on me, I’ve decided to keep a log
of events.

10 a.m. – The clouds are swirling overhead in a circular
motion, the sky is eerily gray and menacing. A gust of
wind bends the treetops by the lake downward; sud-
denly a band of rain pours from the sky, turning the
gray sky black. This is the beginning.

Noon – As the wind continues to increase, small
branches and pine cones pelt the ground. The rain is
now relentless, pounding on the roof. It is impossible
to see out of the windows. The daylight has been en-
gulfed. The rain pours for two hours.

2 p.m. -– A slight lull. The eerie gray light returns. A
peek outside shows hundreds of small branches and
large puddles of water covering the yard. So far, so
good.

4 p.m. – Wind picking up and rain bands return. Wind
gusts at 40-50 m.p.h. Can hear large branches breaking
on trees. As the sky darkens, I can see shingles flying
from my roof into the yard. The bigger gusts howl as

they batter the house, causing the curtains to move
slightly.

6 p.m. – Eye passing over. No wind, no rain. I go out-
side and take a walk around. Odd to see birds flying
overhead, but find out later they were trapped inside
the eye. Neighbors exit their homes and we assess.

Damage is light. For an hour, all is calm. But we know
the eye wall is coming and, as the sky begins to darken,
we all scurry back inside.

8 p.m. – It’s here. The weather report said the eye wall
would be bad and they were right. One hundred-foot
tall trees are bending low, their tops nearly touching the
ground. Lightning flashes and thunder booms as large
hail stones begin to fall. The unmistakable sound of
electric transformers blowing soon joins in. 

10 p.m. – The wind is howling and the gusts are over
70 m.p.h. I can hear the wall of wind before it arrives
and I brace for the impact, as it shakes the entire house.
Candles are lit. I’m getting a little scared. I know the
house can withstand the wind, but the loud roar I hear
now could be tornados. Time to hunker down.

11:30 p.m. – Wind is at its peak: 70-80 m.p.h. The con-
stant wailing noise is both irritating and impressive. It
simply will not stop. That noise…God, how I hate it.

2 a.m. – 10/9/16 – Winds dying down. I’m totally ex-
hausted from the stress. Matthew is leaving. I go out-
side to see that I have some minor damage to my home,
but feel blessed. 

Hurricane #7 is in the books. But now the real work be-
gins. I am reporting at 6 a.m. for storm recovery work
with Duke Energy. I will respond to 911 calls about
trees on lines, lines down, etc. I am a part of the first
team that goes out after the storm passes by. I’m not
looking forward to what I know I’m going to find.

Dear Editor

To clarify this issue [of a proposed 1 percent sales tax]: Nothing has been
passed yet and I am in contact with West Virginia State Tax Department to

ensure that the city is following the proper procedure. 

It is my understanding that a municipality can pass a 1 percent tax without being
approved for home rule provided that municipality does not have a B&O [Busi-
ness & Occupation] tax, which Sistersville does not.

It’s called an alternative tax and you can find the regulations in WV State Code
8-13C-4(b) and 8-13C-5(b). City council voted to investigate the possibility and
we are in the investigation stage right now. 

If the city can do it, an ordinance will be read at the next council meeting, after
which there will be a public hearing and then a second reading. If you check out
the code, it must be done 180 days prior to the next fiscal year (July 1, 2017)
meaning it all needs to be done by Jan. 1, 2017.

So if it is legal and it is passed, it may not go into effect until July 1, 2018. The

goal is 2017 and I’m working very hard to obtain all the information that the
council needs to render a decision.

But 2017 may not be possible and it may require permission from the state. 

Either way there will be plenty of time for people to discuss the pros and cons. 

Please rest assured, the city government will not do anything illegal or without
the proper procedure. As with everything, you can contact me at the city building
to discuss what I learn or share your opinion. 304-652-6361. Thanks.

Addendum: A good source did tell me he wasn’t aware of any cities with a 1
percent municipal sales tax that weren’t home rule approved. I’ll keep digging
until we have 100 percent accurate information. 

In the meantime, if you’re interested in what I find out you can call me at the
city building. If you want to stop by, my office is upstairs. You’re welcome any
time.

Chad Edwards
Sistersville City Recorder

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

LEGALITY OF PROPOSED SALES TAX EXPLAINED



FAMILIAR FACE

Northcraft 
enjoys 

protecting,
serving

By Diane Pottorff

SISTERSVILLE – David “Alex”
Northcraft never wanted to be a police
officer when he was growing up, but
when a position at the Sistersville Police
Department became available,
Northcraft thought he would try it and
found out that he loved it.

After eight years of service, Northcraft
is now a sergeant and he is still protect-
ing and serving the public he loves.

Born in Ohio, where his mother was liv-
ing at the time, Northcraft was raised in
West Virginia.

The 2003 graduate of Tyler Consolidated
High School did a number of odd jobs
before he found his career in law en-
forcement. He had attended West Vir-
ginia University and West Virginia
Northern Community College while try-

ing to find his career path.

He found it being a police officer and
graduated from the West Virginia State
Police Academy in 2009. Before becom-
ing a police officer, Northcraft worked
as a mechanic for Slagle Transportation
and at the Allersis Aluminum Recycling
Plant.

“I did a lot of odd jobs as a teenager, but
I didn’t like any of them” he said. “I
have always been a worker. I just did it
for the extra cash.”

He found that he enjoyed doing law en-
forcement.

“I never dreamed of becoming a police
officer,” he said. “I tried it and love it. It
takes a special kind of person to do this
job.”

Northcraft said it is a tough job but he
likes working the public and dealing
with people he meets on a daily basis.

“I definitely want to help curb the drug
problem,” he said.

Some of his investigations have included
dealing with those who are selling drugs
and the sexual assault of children. He
said those cases bother him the most and
he works hard in solving those type of
cases.

He added he loves visiting schools to
talk to the children about safety and even
allows them to sit in his patrol car, letting
them pretend they are police officers too.

“I want the kids to understand that we
are their friends and not their enemy,”
Northcraft explained. “I want the chil-
dren to trust the police and if there is a
problem, we are here to help.”

Married to his wife for eight years, the
couple has three children, Northcraft
takes every precaution protecting his
family. He has one brother.

Due to his job, he does not give out the
names of his family members in order to
protect them and keep them safe.

Northcraft said he loves being with his
family and tries to spend as much time

as he can with them. He said he enjoys
fishing and swimming, though he does
not get to do either unless he is with his
children.

“I don’t have time to do any of it,” he
said. “I work about 70 hours a week and
that does not leave much time for any-
thing. I just go to work and go home to
be with my family.”

To contact Northcraft, call the Sis-
tersville Police Department at 304-652-
1570.

In times of an emergency, Northcraft
emphasized the public should call 911.

‘I WANT THE KIDS
TO UNDERSTAND

THAT WE ARE
THEIR FRIENDS AND
NOT THEIR ENEMY. 

I WANT THE 
CHILDREN TO TRUST

THE POLICE AND 
IF THERE IS A 

PROBLEM, WE ARE 
HERE TO HELP’
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REGIONAL ROUNDUP

Break in 
reported at
Club 105

From staff reports

PADEN CITY - On Monday, Oct. 24,
Club 105 on west Main Street in Paden
City was broken into.

The break-in occurred between 2:30 a.m.
when the bar closed for the night and 5
p.m.

“Someone broke in the back door of the
club,” Amy Kinney, who discovered the
crime, said.

Anyone with information is asked to
contact the Paden City Police Depart-
ment at 304-337-2281.

EMS, COUNTY 
COMMISSION MEET

MIDDLEBOURNE – When the Tyler
County Commission met with the emer-
gency medical services providers re-
cently, they hoped the meeting would be
a smooth one.

Commission President Eric Vincent told
the group no one was in trouble. “In fact,”
he said, “I want us all on the same page. I
appreciate what you guys do and we in
the county are blessed to have you here.”

He explained the commission had re-
ceived at least a couple of telephone calls
from residents about an incident on a call.

Not going into specifics, Vincent said
protocols were explained to him and he
told the EMS providers that nothing was
done wrong on that particular call.

“We need to work together to make sure
patients are being served,” he said.

Vincent also  went over a few issues of
concern to all.

First was the status of Sistersville Gen-
eral Hospital. Vincent said he was not

sure what was happening between the
hospital and the Sistersville council.

“We are hoping things will remain at the
hospital,” Paramedic Dave Cutright said.
“The ER has the basic services but we will
make sure we will have EMS services.”

Another issue Vincent brought up was
staffing. Katie Wells of Middlebourne
said schooling was one of the biggest ob-
stacles of getting properly trained staff
members, especially paramedics.  The
paramedic student has to attend school
for at least 11 months, Cutright said.
Those classes are offered in Charleston
or Huntington and can cost about
$15,000 per person. Some of the class-
work is offered online and some clinicals
can be offered at Camden Clark in Park-
ersburg, but the student needs to go to
the school for practicals of the skills.

The providers all said it’s hard to attend
class and work to make ends meet.

“We are willing to move up to medic,”
Vicky Forester said, “but we need the
funds to do so.”

Vincent said he wished the commission
could help, but with the budget being
tight the money would have to come
from somewhere.

The suggestion was made to open a dia-
logue with the hospital administration to
see what they could do about funding a
person to go to paramedic class.

Another issue is ambulance ownership.
The county owns the ambulances, three
in Middlebourne and two in Sistersville,
however, the hospital does own one,
which is used for transports.

Officials said getting funding to pay the
staff, trucks and equipment comes from
insurance and Medicare/Medicaid,
which seems to not pay that much.

Cutright asked if the commission would
consider a fee or bring back the levy to
fund EMS. Vincent said it was possible
if the EMS providers can come up with
a plan.

Right now, calls are being answered by
paid staff and volunteers, Cutright said,

but sometimes they cannot get enough
staff to answer all of the calls.

“We have to talk about this some more,”
he said. “We have to work together to
make this work.”

GRAND JURY RETURNS
INDICTMENTS

MIDDLEBOURNE – The Tyler County
grand jury handed down indictments
during the October term. Those were:

Richard Nixon Blake was indicted on
the charge of possession of material de-
picting minors engaged in sexually ex-
plicit conduct or child pornography.

According to the indictment, on April
13, 2016, Blake was allegedly found to
be in possession of 600 or more images
of child porn.

Officer Travis Wolfe of the Parkersburg
Police Department presented the case.

Michelle D. Bricker was indicted on
two counts of identity theft, which is the
taking the identifying information of an-
other person.

According to the complaint, on April 17,
2013, Bricker allegedly took the identity
from a woman without her consent and
misrepresented herself with the intent to
fraudulently make financial or credit
transactions.

Investigator David Kelly of the Tyler
County Prosecutor’s Office presented
the case.

Timinia Jaquell Edwards and Sierrah
J. Johnson were indicted on charges of
conspiracy to commit an offense against
the state, delivery of a controlled sub-
stance (marijuana) and possession of a
controlled substance with the intent to
deliver.

Between May and Aug. 22, 2016, the
women allegedly conspired to sell mari-
juana, then on Aug. 22, they were al-
legedly found with marijuana in their
possession.

Lt. Shannon Huffman of the Tyler
County Sheriff’s Department presented
the case.

Craig A. Rowan was indicted on the
charge of driving while license revoked
for driving under the influence of alco-
hol – third offense.

On June 29, 2016, Rowan was pulled
over for an alleged traffic violation when
it was discovered he had two prior con-
victions for driving under the influence
in Harrison County on Dec. 18, 2009,
and Oct. 14, 2014. Those charges are
considered misdemeanors.

The case was presented by Kelly.

Carter A. Lasick was indicted on
charges of sexual assault in the first de-
gree and sexual abuse in the first degree.

It was alleged that Lasick engaged in
sexual intercourse with a minor who was
less than 12 years old in 2012.

John M. Long was indicted on a charge
of embezzlement by fiduciary.

Around July 3, 2012, Long allegedly
converted $17,394 to his own name from
another person. The money had al-
legedly come from the victim’s Social
Security benefits fund.

The case was presented by Patrick S.
Donnelly, special agent.

INVESTIGATION INTO 
CHLORINE RAILCAR LEAK

AT AXIALL CONTINUES
Investigators with the National Trans-
portation Safety Board have wrapped up
their onsite investigation at the Natrium
Axiall facility near Proctor, the site of a
chlorine gas leak Aug. 27, which re-
quired hundreds of area residents to
evacuate.

Their preliminary report noted corrosion
and cracks as the probable cause of the
leak of  approximately 17,000 gallons of
chlorine gas into the atmosphere. 

NTSB investigators found a 46-inch
long “circumferentially-oriented crack”
on the bottom of the car as well as buck-
ling of the tank shell and several areas
where the tank had been previously re-
paired that the shell measured below the
minimum allowed thickness.

According to the NTSB report, about
8:30 a.m. a tank car experienced a sudden
tank shell crack shortly after it was filled
with liquefied compressed chlorine. Dur-
ing the 2.5 hours after the crack devel-
oped, the entire 90-ton load of chlorine
released and formed a large vapor cloud
that migrated south from the Axiall facil-
ity along the Ohio River valley.

After the release, five Axiall Corporation
and three contractor employees were
treated for exposure injuries and re-
leased; two people were transported to
the hospital. Significant vegetation dam-
age occurred downwind from the re-
lease. No water contamination was
reported, the NTSB report said.

In addition to onsite work, federal inves-
tigators also studied Rescar Companies
tank car repair facility in Dubois, Pa.,
where that car had been from January to
June for interior cleaning, thickness test-
ing, weld buildup and other work.

The investigation will continue at NTSB
headquarters in Washington, DC.

proposed facility will initially be able to
produce up to 160 metric tons of product
a day and can be scaled up by adding ad-
ditional trains, or modular components,
to increase output.

Boyajian said he anticipates the modular
components will be constructed by re-
gional manufacturers then shipped to the
location once the site is prepared.

In April of this year Primus Green an-
nounced in a press release they had
inked an agreement with Houston-based
Tauber Oil to buy the output of their

Proctor operation once it’s completed.
Tauber will then market and distribute to
other industries.

Methanol is used to produce such chem-
icals as acetic acid and formaldehyde
that, in turn, are used in products like ad-
hesives, foam, plywood, solvents and
windshield washer fluid. Methanol is
also used as an additive in gasoline.

The methanol plant will be fueled by
natural gas purchased locally by a
Tauber Oil subsidiary.

“We are very excited and have sold out
the production of the plant already,”
Boyajian exclaimed. “We are looking
forward to completing the project and
then expanding.”

Methanol
Continued from page 1
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chance to see what happens behind the
scene.”

He said the boat will be the center of the

documentary, but the people will be an

important part as well. “This is a puzzle

and we have to put the pieces together,”

Clegg said. 

Clegg said anyone who wants to give in-

formation or submit photos can drop

them off at Sistersville City Hall. He re-

quested photos be digital copies. People

will be asked to sign a release for the use

of the information and pictures.

Clegg said once the film is complete he
will give a copy to the board to use as a
fundraiser.

In other business:

The ferry will soon be headed for dry
dock to be repaired and inspected by the
U.S. Coast Guard. Operations Manager
Gene Rice said the boat was patched
several years ago and now that patch-
work needs replaced and repaired. Cost
for this process would be about $7,000. 

Rice said the ferry has operated in the
black for the past two years and could af-
ford to have the repairs done after bills
have been paid.

The next meeting is Tuesday, Nov. 15, at
7 p.m. at Sistersville City Hall.

Ferry
Continued from page 1



October 28, 2016 The INNformer PAGE 7

PADEN CITY – A large crowd gathered Saturday,
Oct. 15, in Paden City Park for the annual Fall Fes-
tival.

“I am very pleased about the turnout,” Mayor Joel
Davis said. “This is a good crowd.”

All events were free and made possible from dona-
tions from area businesses. Those events included in-
flatables for the kids, bubbles, a horse-drawn
Ticonderoga wagon ride and car show.

The car show was sponsored by the Jerry Cecil Me-
morial Benefit with the proceeds going to the ALS
Association of West Virginia, car show organizer
Carrie Cecil Still said. 

The benefit was named after Still’s father, Jerry, who
died from ALS in September, she said. About 68
cars, trucks and motorcycles were present at the car
show.

“This is one way for us to give back and raise aware-
ness of ALS,” Still said. “My dad was fortunate that
he did not suffer. He was strong up until the end.”

ALS, arterial lateral sclerosis, is also known as Lou
Gehrig’s disease, named after the New York Yankee
who died from the disease in the 1950s. 

Still said she spoke with the mayor and asked if her
organization could do the car show. 

The mayor agreed to allow the group to sponsor the
car show for the first time this year. Prizes included
trophies, door prizes, 50/50 and the first 50 vehicles
received a dash plaque.

“We have always had a car show,” Davis added.

Also, there was live music provided by Rick Cecil
of Duffy, Ohio. Cecil will be starting a tour at the end
of October in Pittsburgh.

Davis said he will start working on next year’s festi-
val as soon as this one was completed. 

He said he hopes to have new events such as a wood-
carver and other things, especially for the children.  
— Diane Pottorff

Fall festival offers delight for all

Tomblin announces ARC grant recommendations
Community projects total more
than $5.1 million

CHARLESTON –  Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin Tuesday an-
nounced 11 state recommendations for the Appalachian
Regional Commission (ARC) Investment Program
grants, totaling more than $5.1 million in grant funding. 

“In my time as governor, I have seen how beneficial
these grants are across West Virginia,” Tomblin said.
“They help lift up communities, providing education
opportunities, helping us advance our workforce, and
addressing critical community needs ranging from in-
frastructure to public health. The ARC continues to
be a strong partner in our local communities, and I am
grateful for that partnership – which is helping move
our state forward.”

The West Virginia Development Office administers the
state’s ARC program, a partnership of federal, state and
local participants providing financial and technical as-
sistance for economic development and infrastructure
projects.

Projects recommended for ARC funding include: 

MULTI-COUNTY
Jobs for West Virginia Graduates, Inc. – $130,000

The project will provide at-risk high-school students with
specialized instruction and guidance, including tutoring
and mentoring services, career development training and
leadership development. The result will strengthen grad-

uation rates and employability for at-risk students.  The
project will serve an estimated 120 students.

Goodwill Industries of KYOWVA Area, Pathways
to Self-Sufficiency – $76,845

The project will provide adult literacy, financial edu-
cation, basic employability soft skills training, indus-
trial certification training, and job placement through
Goodwill's Career Center and outreach trainings and
services.  Through this project, at least 115 individuals
in Lincoln and Mingo Counties will receive services. 

West Virginia Development Office, West Virginia
Flex-E-Grant Program  – $125,000

The West Virginia Development Office and the Ap-
palachian Regional Commission, in partnership with
the Claude Worthington Benedum Foundation, have
operated a mini-grant program that focuses on commu-
nity capacity-building.  These projects focus on devel-
oping local community leaders, engaging citizens in
local initiatives and strategically planning for the fu-
ture.  Through this funding, an estimated 250 local cit-
izens, public officials, and non-profit staff and
volunteers will receive training in leadership or become
involved in a local community project.

Region 1 Planning and Development Council, Sewer
Infrastructure Mapping Project – $250,000

The project will provide high-accuracy mapping of
sewer system infrastructure across an 11 county area

of southern West Virginia, accurately mapping the lo-
cation of collection lines, manholes and other system
features.  The project will benefit sewer systems by re-
ducing the cost of system repairs, facilitating future ex-
pansions of sewer systems and improving the
management of sewer systems. 

STATEWIDE
West Virginia Development Office, Consolidated
Technical Assistance – $350,000

The West Virginia Development Office, with ARC
funding assistance, will continue the Consolidated
Technical Assistance program. The grant allows the
West Virginia Development Office to employ staff for
the purpose of providing technical assistance to ARC
applicants and grantees, monitoring and administering
ongoing projects, updating the West Virginia Develop-
ment Plan and maintaining a project information sys-
tem. 

West Virginia Development Office, Competitive Im-
provement Program – $125,000

The project will provide training and consultation
services to small and medium-sized firms in West Vir-
ginia to increase their competitiveness. The project
will address a unique need for which no other funding
sources are available. The results of these services
will be a greater number of companies that are in-
creasing the range of their market and market share
and a commensurate increase in the number of jobs
retained or created. 



BUSINESS PROFILE

A look
at Bell

Chevrolet
By Charles Winslow

SISTERSVILLE - As the general man-
ager of his family’s car business, An-
drew Bell, 38, is carrying on a tradition
that was started close to 100 years ago
— and is almost as old as the company
whose product line he sells. Since 1919
new Chevrolets have been sold at the
same dealer’s lot in Sistersville that is
now home to Bell Chevrolet.  

The first dealer at the location was Buck
Chevrolet Company of Sistersville, in-
corporated on Christmas Eve 1918. The
cars they originally sold had canvas tops
and wooden spokes. In 1922 or 1923
Buck built the showroom and shop space
that is still in use today.  

After 53 years of business, in 1971,
Buck sold the franchise to Henry Bell,
Andrew’s grandfather.  

The small dealership has remained a
family business ever since. John Bell,
Andrew’s father, started working at the
dealership in 1973, with Andrew taking
over as general manager two years ago.  

“I have been in the car business since
birth and had been washing cars since I
was 10 or 11 years old,” Andrew said
during a recent interview with the INN-
former.  

Car buying has changed since the time
young Andrew was washing cars at his
father’s dealership. 

It used to be that people would come to
a car dealership in person and look over
the vehicles while making a decision.  

“Now 80 to 90 percent will go online be-
fore visiting a dealership,” Andrew said,
adding he also has a GM website and
most of his customers will visit it.  

Andrew emphasized he can get his customers
the same deal they can get at larger dealerships
and he has long-standing relationships with

other dealers, so if someone is looking for a spe-
cific vehicle or option package Bell Chevrolet
can get it.  

They can also find late model used cars
and help people work up the numbers
before committing to buying.  

Andrew figures that 80 percent of his
business comes from Tyler and Wetzel
counties and said he is proud of the fact
that close to half of his business comes
from repeat customers.  

“We develop a personal relationship
with our customers, that’s what is impor-
tant,” Andrew said.  

When selling cars he and his staff of 7
know it’s a big decision for a buyer and
they like to joke and have fun while
making sure that their customers feels
appreciated.  

But Andrew and his employees also under-

stand the importance of service afterward.  

The dealership has a small but busy serv-
ice department that offers a 27-point in-
spection with each oil change. The
inspection helps customers anticipate
work that may be needed down the road
so they can budget for it.  

A Sistersville native, Andrew was grad-
uated from Tyler Consolidated in 1996,
is married and has three kids.  

He understands how important it is to
cultivate his customers and, unlike large
out-of-town dealerships, he reinvests in
his community.  

“It is a badge of honor for us. We are

very engaged with the public and we de-
pend upon the public,” Andrew ex-
plained, adding his dealership donates to
the Toys for Tots program and sponsors
sports teams.  

Bell Chevrolet may serve a small market
but it does have one honor to note. It’s
one of only a few General Motors deal-
erships nationwide to successfully regain
its franchise after the government at-
tempted to cancel it during the 2009 re-
organization.  

When asked what his favorite Chevy is
Andrew responded: “It would be the ’69
Camaro. It’s a classic American muscle
car with a ton of personality.”
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By Diane Pottorff

MIDDLEBOURNE – Tyler County Prosecuting Attor-
ney Luke Furbee told the Tyler County Commission
Monday, Oct. 24, he has a few questions on the contract
submitted for the courthouse renovations.

During the Oct. 12 commission meeting James Swiger,
president of Clarksburg-based architectural and plan-
ning firm WYK Associates Inc., presented a contract
for renovation work on the courthouse. 

He said renovations include replacing doors, windows
and a security system, which will take a few months to
complete. Work could begin in early spring, he said.

At that time, Prosecuting Attorney Luke Furbee wanted
to take a closer look at the contract before he advised
the commission about signing the contract.

On Monday, Furbee had questions and wanted answers.
However, WYK did not have a representative at the
Oct. 24 meeting.

In other business:

A building that sits outside of Middlebourne could
house a place for the West Virginia Supreme Court to
use when needed. According to Commissioner Charles
Smith, Cabell County is leasing a building to the
Supreme Court to use for offices. The court would be
funding the project. 

Smith said officials need to speak with Steve Canter-
bury, administrator for the Supreme Court, about the
possibility of having the Supreme Court in Tyler
County. 

Commission President Eric Vincent said the building
would be satisfactory, but Canterbury would need to
evaluate it.

During the Oct. 12 meeting: 

John Talkington gave a presentation on preventive
health insurance Charitable Life. He told the commis-
sioners the plan would not cost the county any money
as it’s funded by incentives from the federal govern-
ment. 

He said the prevention plan is to help people reduce
costs on their health insurance by eating right, exercis-
ing and other ways to stay healthy.

The commission also adopted the updated Equal Em-

ployment Opportunity Policy, which is required to be
adopted periodically.  The next adoption date is June
30, 2018.

The panel appointed John Hopkins of Paden City to the
Route 2/Interstate 68 Authority Board. Hopkins is a
former mayor of Paden City.

Luke Peters of the Mid-Ohio Valley Regional Council
gave two presentations, one for placing an advertise-
ment for bids on a security system and the other on the
Regional Hazardous Mitigation Plan. 

Peters said it was important to get the advertisement in 

so bids could be opened in November. The 300-plus

page Regional Hazardous Mitigation Plan, which had

already received federal and state government ap-

proval, was approved by the commission. The next ap-

proval of the plan will be in 2030.

Commissioners also approved a proclamation for Oc-

tober as Breast Cancer Awareness month and with a

wreath to recognize and encourage women to get mam-

mograms and Pap smears.

The next commission meeting is Wednesday, Nov. 9,

at 9 a.m.
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Tyler County Clerk Teresea Hamilton assists Shelly Dusick with the West Virginia Breast Cancer Associa-
tion hang a wreath on the courthouse door in honor of October being Breast Cancer Awareness month.

Questions arise on courthouse renovation contract
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OIL & GAS BRIEFS

Stone Energy
plans to file
bankruptcy,

sell Marcellus/
Utica holdings
NEW MARTINSVILLE – Lafayette,
Louisiana-based Stone Energy an-
nounced in an Oct. 20 press release they
were voluntarily entering Chapter 11
bankruptcy and had reached an agree-
ment to sell their Appalachian assets, in-
cluding the extensive Mary Field
operation in Wetzel County.

According to the release, Stone has been
negotiating with their creditors and ex-
pected to file for bankruptcy protection
and reorganization by Dec. 9. The com-
pany has been experiencing financial
difficulties since the downturn in the nat-
ural gas market.

As part of the deal, Stone announced it will
sell to Fort Worth, Texas-based Tug Hill
Operating its 86,000 net acres in West Vir-
ginia and Pennsylvania for $350 million.

Earlier this year Tug Hill Operating ac-
quired 19,600 acres in Wetzel and Mar-
shall counties from Gastar Exploration
for $80 million.

Wayne National
Forest to see more
gas development

LEE TOWNSHIP, Ohio –- After years of
delay more of Ohio’s Wayne National
Forest will be available for natural gas
development.

The U.S. Bureau of Land Management
has decided to include 33 parcels total-
ing 1,600 acres, of the forest in a com-
petitive online oil and gas lease sale
scheduled for Dec. 13.

The parcels are located primarily in
Monroe County with some offerings in
Jackson and Lee townships.

Last year the BLM said it was consider-
ing leasing about 18,000 acres that oil
and gas companies had nominated for
development in the forest.

The sale notice, available on the USDA’s
Forest Service’s website, initiates a 30-day
protest period. All those who oppose the
sale must submit their protests by Nov. 14.

U.S. DRILLING RIG COUNT
SOARS IN MID-OCTOBER

The number of drilling rigs exploring for
oil and gas across the United States
jumped in mid-October, according to the
weekly counts provided by Houston-based
oilfield services company Baker Hughes.

The week ending Oct. 14 saw an in-
crease of 15 to 539 –   432 rigs sought
oil and 105 explored for natural gas.
Two were listed as miscellaneous..  A
year ago, 787 rigs were active.  Penn-
sylvania gained one rig for a total of
25 and West Virginia also increased
by one for a total of 10. Ohio was un-
changed at 14 rigs.

For the week ending Oct. 21, the na-
tional rig count increased by 14 to 553 –
443 rigs targeted oil and 108 rigs were
directed toward natural gas. Two rigs
were listed as miscellaneous. A year ago,
787 rigs were active. The tri-state region
remain unchanged for the week with
Pennsylvania at 25, West Virginia at 10
and Ohio with 14 rigs.

The U.S. rig count peaked at 4,530 in
1981 and bottomed out in May at 404.

DEP ISSUES AREA
DRILLING PERMITS

The West Virginia Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection has issued the fol-
lowing drilling permits for this region:

Week of Oct. 10: No local permits issued. 

Week of Oct. 17: EQT Production Com-
pany was issued two horizontal drilling
permits. One was for Tyler County and the
second for Wetzel County .

COMMENTS ON ROVER
PIPELINE IN TYLER COUNTY

DUE NOV. 25
Houston-based Rover Pipeline LLC  has
applied for coverage under the General
West Virginia/ Water Pollution Control
Permit No. WV0115924 for the discharge
of stormwater associated with the 
construction of 35.7 miles of 36 inch di-
ameter and 5.8 miles of 24 inch diameter
natural gas steel pipelines, a meter station,
and compressor station, for a total distur-
bance of 713.8 acres in Tyler County, Lat-
itude: 39:24:56, Longitude: 80:52:41. 

Receiving Stream: Conaway Run/Mid-
dle Island Creek. 

On the basis of review of the application
the “Water Pollution Control Act (Chapter
22, Article 11-8(a)),” and the “West Vir-
ginia Legislative Rules,” the State of West
Virginia will act on the above application. 

Any interested person may submit writ-
ten comments on the site registration
permit application and may request a
public hearing by addressing such to the
Director of the Division of Water and
Waste Management by 5 p.m. Friday,
Nov. 25, 2016. Such comments or re-
quests should be  addressed to: 
Director, Division of Water and Manage-
ment, DEP;  ATTN: Sharron Mullins,
Permitting Section; 601 57th St. SE;
Charleston, WV 25304-2345. 

Comments received within this period
will be considered prior to acting on the
permit application. Correspondence
should include the name, address and the
telephone number of the writer and a con-
cise statement of the nature of the issues
raised. The director shall hold a public
hearing whenever a finding is made, on
the basis of requests, that there is a signif-
icant degree of public interest on issues
relevant to the site registration permit ap-
plication and this facility’s coverage
under the General Permit. Interested per-
sons may contact the Public Information
Office to obtain further information. 

The application may be inspected, by ap-
pointment, at the Division of Water and

Waste Management Public Information
Office, at 601 57th St. SE, Charleston,
WV, between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. on busi-
ness days. Copies of the application and
the General Permit and Fact Sheet may
be obtained from the Division at a nom-
inal cost. Individuals requiring Telecom-
munication Device (TDD) may contact
our agency by calling (304) 926-0493.
Calls must be made 8:30 a.m. to 3:30
p.m., Monday through Friday.

COMMENTS DUE NOV. 28
ON YOHO STATION CHANGE 

On May 29, 2015, Williams Ohio Valley
Midstream LLC applied to the West Vir-
ginia Department of Environmental Pro-
tection, Division of Air Quality for a
modification permit for a natural gas de-
hydration facility named Yoho Station,
located near New Martinsville, Wetzel
County, at latitude 39.5997° N and
80.8281° W longitude. A preliminary
evaluation has determined that all state
and federal air quality requirements will
be met by the proposed facility. The
DAQ is providing notice to the public of
its preliminary determination to issue the
permit as 13-3063B. 

The following potential emissions will
be authorized by this permit action: Ni-
trogen Oxides, 1.95 tons per year (TPY);
Carbon Monoxide, 3.90 TPY; Volatile
Organic Compounds, 18.62 TPY; n-
Hexane, 0.45 TPY; Benzene, 0.36 TPY;
Toluene, 0.58 TPY; Ethylbenzene, 0.20
TPY; Formaldehyde 0.25 TPY; and Car-
bon Dioxide Equivalents, 866 TPY. 

Written comments or requests for a pub-
lic meeting must be received by the
DAQ before 5 p.m. Monday, Nov. 28,
2016. A public meeting may be held if
the director of the DAQ determines that
significant public interest has been ex-
pressed, in writing, or when the director
deems it appropriate. 

The purpose of the DAQ’s permitting
process is to make a preliminary determi-
nation if the proposed Modification will
meet all state and federal air quality re-
quirements. The purpose of the public re-
view process is to accept public comments
on air quality issues relevant to this deter-
mination. Only written comments re-
ceived at the address noted below within
the specified time frame, or comments
presented orally at a scheduled public
meeting, will be considered prior to final
action on the permit. All such comments
will become part of the public record. 

David Keatley; WV Department of En-
vironmental Protection; Division of Air
Quality; 601 57th St. SE; Charleston,
WV 25304. Telephone: 304/926-0499,
ext. 1224. FAX: 304/926-0478. 

Additional information, including copies

of the draft permit, application and all other
supporting materials relevant to the permit
decision may be obtained by contacting the
engineer listed above. The draft permit and
engineering evaluation can be downloaded
at: www.dep.wv.gov/daq/Pages/NSRPer-
mitforReview.aspx.

COMMENTS DUE NOV. 23
ON SCRUBBER IN PROCTOR

On June 15, 2016, Eagle Natrium LLC
applied to the West Virginia Department
of Environmental Protection, Division of
Air Quality for a permit to construct a
Wet Scrubber to be located on 15696 En-
ergy Road, Proctor, near New Mar-
tinsville in Marshall County, West
Virginia. The latitude and longitude co-
ordinates are: 39.7429 degrees N and -
80.8518 degrees W, respectively. A
preliminary evaluation has determined
that all state and federal air quality re-
quirements will be met by the proposed
facility. The DAQ is providing notice to
the public of its preliminary determina-
tion to issue the  permit as R13-3328. 

The following decrease in potential
emissions will be authorized by this per-
mitting action: 51 tons per year (ton/yr)
of Sulfur Dioxide (SO2). 

Written comments or requests for a pub-
lic meeting must be received by the
DAQ before 5 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 23,
2016. A public meeting may be held if
the director of the DAQ determines that
significant public interest has been ex-
pressed, in writing, or when the director
deems it appropriate. 

The purpose of the DAQ’s permitting
process is to make a preliminary determi-
nation if the proposed construction will
meet all state and federal air quality re-
quirements. The purpose of the public re-
view process is to accept public comments
on air quality issues relevant to this deter-
mination. Only written comments re-
ceived at the address noted below within
the specified time frame, or comments
presented orally at a scheduled public
meeting, will be considered prior to final
action on the permit. All such comments
will become part of the public record. 

John Legg; WV Department of Environ-
mental Protection; Division of Air Qual-
ity; 601 57th Street, SE; Charleston, WV
25304. Telephone: 304/926-0499, ext.
1257. FAX: 304/926-0478. 

Additional information, including copies
of the draft permit, application and all other
supporting materials relevant to the permit
decision may be obtained by contacting the
engineer listed above. The draft permit and
engineering evaluation can be downloaded
at: www.dep.wv.gov/daq/Pages/NSRPer-
mitsforReview.aspx.
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2016 GENERAL ELECTION GUIDE

Eric H. Vincent
REPUBLICAN

Sistersville, West District

QWhat qualifications do you have for the office?

AI have worked in the financial industry locally for 29
years. I have served this community and surrounding

communities since I was 14 and was elected to my first non-
profit board 35 years ago and to this day maintain various po-
sitions with local and regional organizations. I have nearly
completed my first term as commissioner where I have served
as vice-president and president. I believe these blessings God
has bestowed upon me give me what I need to serve again in
this capacity for the citizens of Tyler County.

QWhat can you do for Tyler County, WV?

AI can use the various levels of experience to propel me
into the next term. My faith as a follower of Christ pro-

vides me the fruits of His wonderful Spirit that I need to lead
with integrity, honesty, and compassion. I can't promise what
will unfold or that I will not make mistakes, but I am prepared
for the next 6 years to deal with whatever comes our way.

QHow would you help Tyler County grow economically? 

AWe will continue to support the efforts of the Tyler
County Development Authority both financially through

direct funding or as a fiscal agent and administratively by
choosing the individuals that set on their board who have a vi-
sion for Tyler County. In addition, we can call on the assistance
of the Mid Ohio Valley Regional Council and their profes-
sional staff to help us undertake development projects and in-
frastructure improvements.

QWith the drug epidemic out of control, what can you do
to help curb and stop it?

AWe can continue to assist our law enforcement with assets
and training needed to stay ahead of the curve with this

issue. In addition, we can do the same for the prosecutor's of-
fice to make sure he has the capacity to do what he needs to
fight this area of crime. We can continue to invest in our re-
gional programs along with our partner counties in the efforts
with rehabilitation. We can continue to partner along side the
Tyler County Coalition in their efforts to raise awareness on
this ongoing issue in our County.

QWhat can you do about unemployment in Tyler County? 

A See question 3

FOR TYLER COUNTY COMMISSION

Democratic candidate Arnold L. Schoolcraft did not submit
a response.

FOR COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE

Kent Leonhardt
REPUBLICAN

Fairview, Monongalia County

QWhat qualifications do you have for this office?

AFirst and foremost I am a farmer with degrees in Wildlife Management and a
MA in Business Management.  My degree included studies in Agricultural Eco-

nomics, Livestock and Meat Sciences, Agronomy, Plant studies, and Ecology.

I spent 21 years leading men and women in peace and war as a Marine Corps Officer.
I retired with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel.  I have led units larger than the De-
partment of Agriculture.

Following retirement from the United States Marine Corps in 1996 my wife and I
began restoring a 205 Acre Monongalia County Farm that was abandoned in 1957.
We grew the farm to 380 owned acres and 5 additional leases.  We raise cattle, sheep,
goats and produce.

For the last two years I have been honored to represent the Second Senatorial District
which includes Tyler County.  The new leadership in Charleston has made great
strides towards improving the business climate in West Virginia.

Summed up my qualifications are simple:  Marine – Leadership, Farmer- Knowl-
edge, Senator- Experience.

Q What can you do for Tyler County, West Virginia?

AEverything the Department does under my administration will be for the benefit of
all counties.  However, given the rural nature and agricultural history of Tyler

County, Tyler County will have maximum benefit.  In the Senate I championed rural in-
frastructure to include improving health care in the rural areas.  I will continue that fight
as your Commissioner of Agriculture.  I will work with the oil and gas industry to make
sure our natural resources and properties are protected, this includes Tyler County.

Q How would you help Tyler County grow economically?

AThe list is long, and we have a tremendous opportunity to grow WV agriculture
and be a part of our states revitalization. I will rebuild the cattle grading program

and not waste salary dollars on political favor hires which are now causing the depart-

ment to reduce the grading of our animals
before they are sold. This will return thou-
sands of dollars to our livestock farmers.
We will promote and implement pro-
grams for the use of local produce in
schools and institutions. Training farmers
in niche markets and helping them find
those markets will bring needed revenue
to our state.  

QHow can agriculture benefit Tyler
County and what can you do to help?

AOne example would be to encour-
age hydroponic farming in Tyler

County.  Instead of buying our winter
tomatoes and other vegetables from hy-
droponic farms in Canada.  I would like
to see some of the natural gas produced
here used here to grow the vegetables we
consume.  I will look for ways to make
that happen, our consumers can then
save on the cost of food as freight bills
will be reduced.   We can also have value
added to our meat products, but we must
review regulations to encourage more meat processing to begin here in WV.  With
the natural gas there is opportunity for canning plants.  We just need some leadership
and vision.

Q What can you do about unemployment in Tyler County?

AAny improvement to agriculture will reduce unemployment.  I will work tire-
lessly to bring some of the ideas I have mentioned in previous questions to

fruition.  I will also help the overall states budget, therefore helping all counties, by
insuring an efficiently run department.  I will not get into the production process
with cattle, potatoes, and green beans that the current commissioner touts.  These
projects have cost the taxpayers millions of dollars and failed, but they sound good.
I respectfully request your vote on Nov 8 or during early voting.

N
ov. 8 is not just another day. It’s a day when our democracy faces its biggest test – the will of the citizens to vote. West Virginia

historically has low voter turnout. We hope by providing our readers with a profile of the candidates, it will spur more people

to go to the polls and take part in the greatest gift democracy has to offer – a poor man’s vote counts the same as a millionaire’s.

We sent questionnaires to the candidates asking what they hope to achieve if elected. While most were eager to talk to us, some did

not return answers to our questions. We did not contact candidates who are running unopposed. We hope this guide is informative

and will assist those undecided readers to determine who they think best represents the direction they want the region, state and nation

to travel.  

Democratic candidate Walt Helmick did not submit a response.
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Lisa Zukoff
DEMOCRAT

Moundsville, Marshall County

QWhat qualifications do you have for the office?

AI have vast experience in the public, private and small business sectors that
have provided me with a unique perspective to understand economic issues and

the concerns of working families and the business sector. My work has included
legislative advocacy experience. I have testified before Congress on budget and
housing policy issues. My education includes a BA degree in political science from
WVU and degree work toward a Accelerated Certificate of Teaching from Wheeling
Jesuit University.

QWhat can you do for Tyler County, WV?

AI will serve Tyler County and the rest of the Second District by being a full
time state senator. My door will always be open and my phone answered to

take care of constituent and community issues.  I have experience in community
and job development programs that will be utilized to help increase job opportunities
in Tyler County.

QHow would you help Tyler County grow economically? 

AWe need to expand education and job training programs in order to develop an
educated workforce that will in turn encourage new business and entrepreneur-

ial opportunities. We need to simplify bureaucratic issues and lessen the regulatory
burdens that hinder new and existing business development.   

QWith the drug epidemic out of con-
trol, what can you do to help curb

and stop it?

AI believe that we need to after the
doctors and pharmaceutical compa-

nies that caused and/or allowed the epi-
demic to develop in the first place. These
individuals and companies wrote and
filled more prescriptions than there are
people in WV. They need to be sued and
made to help pay for treatment facilities
to deal with the issue. Additionally, I be-
lieve the drug courts that have been suc-
cessful in the northern part of the state
should be replicated statewide. Treat-
ment programs, and not just expensive
incarceration, should be the key to deal-
ing effectively with the epidemic. Com-
munity service and mandatory work
training programs could help our com-
munities and the individuals in recovery
grow by getting sober and developing
meaningful skills.

QWhat can you do about unemployment in Tyler County? 

AThe Kracker plant planned in Belmont County,OH and the new Moundsville
Power Plant projects will help employ Tyler County residents. WV needs to

help get these projects started as soon as possible to help job growth in the region. 

FOR STATE SENATOR – 2nd District

Republican candidate Mike Maroney did not submit a response in time.
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TREVOR
TALLMAN

F
irst and foremost I would like to
thank the Inn former for this op-
portunity! I weighed out the op-

portunity to run for Sheriff very carefully
and I fully understand the needs of Tyler
County and its residents. I decided to run
because I’m passionate for the County. I
have been a lifelong resident and raised
a family. I‘ve watched the county goes
through its struggles and its success’s.
The times now are certainly troubling,
with a rise in criminal activity due to the
drug epidemic and the challenges facing
us economically I just couldn’t stand on
the sidelines watching a county struggle
without chipping in and willingness to
take the issues head on!

Alex Lowe, a famous American Mountaineer once said “When you remove the risk
you remove the challenge .When you remove the challenge you wither on the vine”
I feel just that way. I don’t want to stand idly by and wither upon the vine when I
have the experience, attitude and desire to take on the challenges associated with
the Sheriff’s office.

I am the only candidate with experience and I feel that makes me qualified to be
Sheriff. I was a former Bethlehem WV Police Officer and West Virginia Division
of Corrections Officer. I also currently own the Meadville Mall which gives me the
business sense to operate a fiscally responsible Sheriff’s Office. The experience cou-
pled with business savvy makes me an excellent qualified candidate.

I will bring a sense of urgency to face the drug epidemic. We are wasting time. We
need treatment programs for those who seek help and we need to be firm when deal-
ing with those who fail to comply and cooperate. I will bring a sense of profession-
alism and respect to the Sheriff’s Office by getting our Deputies more so involved
within our county neighborhoods and outlying areas. I will bring responsibility by
holding deputies accountable for their actions. I will also bring a heartfelt compas-
sion for the department and the citizens it serves.

If elected, as within any other good business practice, I will conduct a top to bottom
review of all aspects of the office. When allocated resources are not spent wisely or
could be better spent the adjustments will be swift and effective.  If changes are nec-
essary they will be made as I stated while keeping the good citizens of Tyler County
residents foremost in my mind.

I would like to take a moment to address the drug epidemic we are facing. As you
very well may know West Virginia is one of the highest states within the nation for
drug overdoses and drug abusers. I will work with the drug treatment professionals
I have gained to know through my experience within Law Enforcement. We will
collaborate and develop a treatment program that addresses the epidemic in the most
effective and cost savings method possible. I will take the lead on making this hap-
pen. I will also face down those drug dealers and drug pushers who continue to
plaque our families and friends alike. They will meet with the toughest punishments
as allowed by law and approved by our court systems.

I pledge to you a Sheriff’s Department that has the best training possible, is cordial
and understanding of the issues we face and together we all will make Tyler County
a place for all to enjoy not only now but hopefully in the future as well!

I would appreciate your support on November the 8th. Let’s move forward together
and not wither upon that vine but grow and prosper and reach out to everyone that
resides and loves Tyler County thus making us a place for all to envy and emulate.
I humbly ask for your vote. Vote Tallman, Tyler County Sheriff!    

Meet Tyler County sheriff candidates
E. BRIAN
WEIGLE

I
t is my desire to serve the community
and give back as your Sheriff ensur-
ing citizen confidence. My reason

for seeking election to the office of Sher-
iff is to help make Tyler County a better
and more secure place for all of us to live
and raise our families. I believe each cit-
izen should be treated with respect and
the issues that are important to you
should be recognized. I want to build
confidence between the Sheriff’s De-
partment and the good people of Tyler
County be earning their trust and estab-
lishing a fair and honest reputation. As
Sheriff, I will manage a very proactive
and professional law enforcement that is
dedicated to the community’s needs.

I am aware of the challenges and complexities facing law enforcement in and around
our community that is why my goal is to protect and preserve Tyler County. Being
a member of the Tyler County Drug Prevention Coalition has made me more aware
of the drug issue facing law enforcement and our community. I may not have all
the answers now but I promise to do my very best to get this epidemic under control.
I will work hand in hand with all law enforcement officials and with the help of the
community tackle this problem head on. I would like to also work with the churches
in our area, school system and parents to help form an early intervention program
to help educate children, young adults and members of the community.

I may not have law enforcement experience but with my leadership, honestly, trust-
worthiness and morals I will focus upon goals to serve the citizens and make a pos-
itive difference. I will be dedicated to providing a safe and secure Tyler County. I
will work to attain the highest level of professionalism and accountability. In addi-
tion to being the Chief Law Enforcement Officer, the Sheriff is also the Treasurer of
the county. The duties of the Sheriff is to collect all taxes levied by the county
and enforce payment of delinquent taxes. Collect all state, county, municipal and
school taxes; disburse money to appropriate agencies; maintain all tax records.
Serve and execute all returns, notices and processes issued by the courts which must
be served in the county. Act as bailiff in court proceedings, and enforce court orders.
Administer transportation of prisoners, mental patients and extraditions. Administer
the financial matters of adults who are unable to do so for themselves. Issue licenses
to citizens who apply for a concealed weapons permit.

I have worked and served the people of Tyler County my entire life. I have worked
day and night with the Department of Highways. I have worked 10 years with Mon-
Power working at all hours of the day keeping the lights on. Working with the public
all these years has given me good communication skills. I have a good relationship
and respect for the people I serve. I’m committed to the community and I work to
serve the public.

The bottom line is, I will work hard to provide fair and equitable treatment for all
citizens of Tyler County. The Sheriff’s star represents a symbol of public trust and
to serve is an honor and privilege and I promise to do so with integrity. The time is
now to develop a level of service, second to none.

Your VOTE is your VOICE
Express yourself Nov. 8

These are reprinted from 
last issue for your convenience.
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2016 SAMPLE BALLOT

NATIONAL
TICKET

FOR PRESIDENT
(VOTE FOR ONE)

DONALD J. TRUMP REP
MANHATTAN, NY

MICHAEL R. PENCE
INDIANAPOLIS, IN

HILLARY CLINTON DEM
CHAPPAQUA, NY

TIM KAINE
RICHMOND, VA

GARY JOHNSON LIB
SANTA FE, NM

BILL WELD
CANTON, MA

JILL STEIN MTN
LEXINGTON, MA

AJAMU BARAKA
ATLANTA, GA

DARRELL L. CASTLE CST
GERMANTOWN, TN

SCOTT N. BRADLEY
NORTH LOGAN, UT

STATE
TICKET

FOR GOVERNOR
(VOTE FOR ONE)

BILL COLE REP
BLUEFIELD MERCER CO

JIM JUSTICE DEM
LEWISBURG GREENBRIER CO.

DAVID MORAN LIB
EGLON PRESTON CO.

CHARLOTTE JEAN PRITT MTN
CHARLESTON KANAWHA CO.

PHIL HUDOK CST
HUTTONSVILLE RANDOLPH CO.

WRITE-IN, IF ANY

FOR TREASURER
(VOTE FOR ONE)

ANN URLING REP
CHARLESTON KANAWHA CO.

JOHN D. PERDUE DEM
CROSS LANES KANAWHA CO.

MICHAEL  ALLEN YOUNG LIB
NITRO PUTNAM CO.

No Candidate(s) Nominated MTN

WRITE-IN, IF ANY

FOR SECRETARY
 OF STATE

(VOTE FOR ONE)

MAC WARNER REP
MORGANTOWN MONONGALIA CO.

NATALIE TENNANT DEM
CHARLESTON KANAWHA CO.

JOHN S. BUCKLEY LIB
MATHIAS HARDY CO.

No Candidate(s) Nominated MTN

WRITE-IN, IF ANY

FOR COMMISSIONER
OF AGRICULTURE

(VOTE FOR ONE)

KENT LEONHARDT REP
FAIRVIEW MONONGALIA CO.

WALT HELMICK DEM
MARLINTON POCAHONTAS CO.

BUDDY A GUTHRIE LIB
MORGANTOWN MONONGALIA CO.

No Candidate(s) Nominated MTN

WRITE-IN, IF ANY

FOR U.S. HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

1ST CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

(VOTE FOR ONE)

DAVID B. MCKINLEY REP
WHEELING

MIKE MANYPENNY DEM
GRAFTON

No Candidate(s) Nominated LIB

No Candidate(s) Nominated MTN

No Candidate(s) Nominated CST

WRITE-IN, IF ANY

FOR AUDITOR
(VOTE FOR ONE)

JOHN “JB” MCCUSKEY REP
CHARLESTON KANAWHA CO.

MARY ANN CLAYTOR DEM
ST. ALBANS KANAWHA CO.

BRENTON RICKETTS LIB
HARPERS FERRY JEFFERSON CO.

No Candidate(s) Nominated MTN

WRITE-IN, IF ANY

FOR ATTORNEY
 GENERAL
(VOTE FOR ONE)

PATRICK MORRISEY REP
HARPER’S FERRY JEFFERSON CO.

DOUG REYNOLDS DEM
HUNTINGTON WAYNE CO.

KARL KOLENICH LIB
BUCKHANNON UPSHUR CO.

MICHAEL SHARLEY MTN
WESTOVER MONONGALIA CO.

WRITE-IN, IF ANY

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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2016 SAMPLE BALLOT

FOR STATE SENATOR
2ND SENATORIAL DISTRICT

(VOTE FOR ONE)

MIKE MARONEY REP
GLEN DALE MARSHALL CO.

LISA ZUKOFF DEM
MOUNDSVILLE MARSHALL CO.

H. JOHN ROGERS LIB
NEW MARTINSVILLE WETZEL CO.

No Candidate(s) Nominated MTN

WRITE-IN, IF ANY

FOR COUNTY 
COMMISSIONER

(VOTE FOR ONE)

ERIC H. VINCENT REP
SISTERSVILLE WEST DIST.

ARNOLD L. SCHOOLCRAFT DEM
SISTERSVILLE WEST DIST.

No Candidate(s) Nominated LIB

No Candidate(s) Nominated MTN

WRITE-IN, IF ANY

FOR SHERIFF
(VOTE FOR ONE)

BRIAN M WEIGLE REP
MIDDLEBOURNE

TREVOR TALLMAN DEM
MIDDLEBOURNE

No Candidate(s) Nominated LIB

No Candidate(s) Nominated MTN

WRITE-IN, IF ANY

FOR MEMBER 
OF HOUSE OF 
DELEGATES

6TH DELEGATE DISTRICT

(VOTE FOR ONE)

WM. ROGER ROMINE REP
WEST UNION DODDRIDGE CO.

T. CHRIS COMBS DEM
WEST UNION DODDRIDGE CO.

No Candidate(s) Nominated LIB

No Candidate(s) Nominated MTN

WRITE-IN, IF ANY

FOR COUNTY CLERK
(VOTE FOR ONE)

NEIL H. ARCHER II REP
MIDDLEBOURNE

No Candidate(s) Nominated DEM

No Candidate(s) Nominated LIB

No Candidate(s) Nominated MTN

WRITE-IN, IF ANY

FOR ASSESSOR
(VOTE FOR ONE)

JACK HAYES REP
MIDDLEBOURNE

No Candidate(s) Nominated DEM

No Candidate(s) Nominated LIB

No Candidate(s) Nominated MTN

WRITE-IN, IF ANY

COUNTY
TICKET

FOR CIRCUIT CLERK
(VOTE FOR ONE)

CANDY L. WARNER REP
ALMA

No Candidate(s) Nominated DEM

No Candidate(s) Nominated LIB

No Candidate(s) Nominated MTN

WRITE-IN, IF ANY

FOR PROSECUTING
ATTORNEY
(VOTE FOR ONE)

D. LUKE FURBEE REP
MIDDLEBOURNE

No Candidate(s) Nominated DEM

No Candidate(s) Nominated LIB

No Candidate(s) Nominated MTN

WRITE-IN, IF ANY

FOR SURVEYOR
(VOTE FOR ONE)

No Candidate(s) Nominated REP

No Candidate(s) Nominated DEM

No Candidate(s) Nominated LIB

No Candidate(s) Nominated MTN

WRITE-IN, IF ANY
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HISTORY

The curious
story of Fly,

Ohio
By Charles Winslow

FLY, Ohio – The Sistersville Ferry sometimes uses the
tongue-in-cheek marketing slogan: “The Only Ferry to
Fly!”

While some unwitting tourist may interpret that to
mean the ferry employs some sort of high-speed craft,
it actually means the ferry is the only one that lands in
the tiny hamlet of Fly, Ohio, in southern Monroe
County.

For 200 years the ferry has crossed the Ohio River from
Sistersville to the landing located behind where the
Riverview Restaurant now stands. The first ferry was
a wooden flat-bottomed barge likely propelled by men
pushing with poles. The river was much narrower and
shallower back before the dams were built to maintain
the water level in the early 20th century.

When the ferry started transporting settlers and farmers
back and forth across the river the region was consid-
ered the frontier and was sparsely populated. On the
eastern bank Sistersville began to grow slowly after the
1830s when the Commonwealth of Virginia – Sis-
tersville was still in Virginia at that time – authorized
the construction of a turnpike from the Sistersville
landing to Salem, in the interior, where it connected
with a main North-South turnpike.

On the Ohio side, the local topography prevented a lot
of the development the eastern side had enjoyed. The
narrow bottomland next to the river flooded often and
the hill, a few hundred feet off of the river, was just too
steep for successful farming, although there was log-
ging and later oil.

Even with the business the ferry brought to the little
hamlet it grew very slowly. Originally known as String-
town, apparently because the houses were strung out,
it finally gathered enough inhabitants by the mid 1880s
to warrant a post office.

Post offices back then were considered important to fu-
ture development of a community because they encour-
aged commerce. Area residents would have to come
into town for their mail and would then patronize the
stores and businesses that would spring up near the of-
fice.

The post office department would often leave a lasting
mark on a community in another important way. They
would set the name of their facility and if there were
other similarly named communities in the state, the
post office would assign another name to avoid confu-
sion.

Because there were several communities in Ohio that
went by Stringtown the post office told the residents to
pick another name.

So people got together to consider what they should
choose. According to William Overman’s 1901 book
Ohio Town Names, the name Fly was chosen because
it was short, easy to pronounce and spell. The book also

claims it was chosen because they thought it was the
shortest name of any Ohio town.

But local legend has another version of why Stringtown
became Fly.

A group of men had gathered at the local livery stable
to discuss name options and during their meeting a fly
started buzzing around and landed on the face of a gen-
tleman named Jimmy Bradford. Much irritated, he is
reported to have yelled “damn that fly” and swatted it.
One of the other men present jumped up, snapped his
fingers and exclaimed, “That’s it. We got it. Fly!”

Initially the post office was likely located in one of the
two stores that a 1898 map showed near the ferry land-
ing. Later the office was located on the first floor of the
building across from where the gas station is. They also
had a small saw mill down by the river.

Like most of the region, Fly gained population during
the oil boom years around the turn of the century. Pho-
tographs taken at the time show a handful of oil der-
ricks near the river and up on the hill. There were
several oil shacks, which were cheaply made houses
quickly built for workers, both next to the river and on
the hill. Up the hillside some are still standing although
one was later repurposed into a barn. The Sistersville
Ferry ran around the clock back then and it is likely that
many of the workers would commute across the river.
Sistersville, after all, was where the taverns were.

Up on the steep road overlooking Fly the Gravel Hill
Baptist Church still is in operation. It was erected in
XXXX and a one-room school house was later built
next to it. The school was moved to a brick building
(above) a few hundred feet away.

Life in Fly was not easy during the oil boom period.
Newspaper articles from the time indicate the small
hamlet was prone to outbreaks of some of the dreaded
diseases that ravished communities because of poor
sanitation and contaminated water supplies.

The Ohio River would also frequently flood before the
completion of the new locks and dams in the early
1970s. Some of these floods were severe enough that

the ferry would land at the base of what is now Route
800. All of the shacks at the water’s edge would be sub-
merged.

Fly lost some of its bottom land when the local wicket
dams, built in 1915-1916, raised the river level a few
feet in order to maintain a minimum navigable chan-
nel. When the Willow Island Lock and Dam was com-
pleted the Army Corps of Engineers raised the river
level high enough that the river’s edge was moved back
another 250 feet.

Interestingly enough, the state border between West
Virginia and Ohio historically was the river’s edge on
the Ohio side, meaning, by the way, that the Ohio River
is actually West Virginia territory. Maps of the river
near Fly indicated that the border between the states is
actually now a couple of hundred feet offshore.

Not only did the rise in water level create a headache
for mapmakers but the newly flooded area is where
many of the old houses on the river’s edge were lo-
cated.

In 1970, same year that the dam flooded part of the
lower section of Fly, the elementary school was closed
and the students transferred to River in Hannibal. The
final year the school had only about 12 students per
grade..

The post office operations were suspended Aug. 28,
1992, and the office was officially closed and merged
into New Matamoras in October 1995. According to

33280 State Road 7 New Matamoras, Ohio 45767
(740) 864-2122

Continued on facing page 
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the US Post Office, the last postmaster was Bertha
Wright, who was originally appointed in 1968.

Today, Fly consists of a handful of houses and the
Gravel Hill Baptist Church up on the hill. A half dozen
businesses are located on Route 7 near the intersection
of Route 800, including the Riverview Restaurant
(above), Becky’s Fly Spot gas station, a newly re-
opened farmer’s market, a tavern and a Dish Network
distributor.

Fly also hosts half of the annual Ferry Festival, a sin-
gular event held at the end of July. The festival is held

on both sides of the river and highlights the history of
the ferry operation and the area.

Fly does have one historical claim to fame: George
Washington actually did sleep there.

In the late summer of 1770 Washington, along with his
friend Dr James Craik and three servants embarked on
a journey to explore the lands granted to him for his
service during the French and Indian War. While trav-
eling down the Ohio River in canoes, Washington was
also accompanied by an interpreter, an Indian guide as
well as a native warrior.

On Oct. 25, 1770, Washington landed in what is now
Fly and camped for the night before continuing down
river. A marker was erected by the Daughters of the
American Revolution near where the camp was located.

SECOND ANNUAL

INNformer

ARTS
SUPPLEMENT

TO BE PUBLISHED 
DEC. 23, 2016

Fiction

Poetry

NON-
FICTION

Photos

Artwork

Submission 
deadline 
Dec. 2

All submissions must 

be in digital form. 

Email submissions to

innformerme@yahoo.com. 

Please include name, age,

address and a brief bio.

Fly, Ohio
Continued from previous page
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FRONTIER 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT

8/26 @ Shenandoah 0-42 L

9/2 OPEN

9/9 Buckeye Trail 18-55 L

9/16 Cameron 7-42 L

9/23 @ Waterford 14-54 L

9/30 @ Fort Frye 0-53 L

10/7 Caldwell 6-28 L

10/14 Valley 28-22 W

10/21 Monroe Central 0-37 L

10/28 @ River 7 p.m.

PADEN CITY
DATE OPPONENT RESULT

8/26 @ Symmes Valley 0-32 L

9/2 OPEN

9/9 @ Tygarts Valley 20-47 L

9/16 @ Bridgeport 28-36 L

9/23 @ Hundred 59-0 W

9/30 Cameron 26-50 L

10/7 Clay-Battelle 16-47 L

10/14 Hannan 43-20 W

10/21 Bishop Donahue 2-30 L

10/28 South Harrison 7 p.m.

11/4 @ Valley 7 p.m. 

RIVER 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT

8/27 @ Bellaire 20-17 W

9/2 Shenandoah 41-21 W

9/9 @ Monroe Central 41-8 W

9/16 Magnolia 60-27 W

9/23 Columbus Academy 32-14 W

9/30 Shadyside 39-7 W

10/7 Bridgeport 48-12 W

10/14 @ Toronto 38-31 W

10/21 @ Buckeye Trail 22-7 W

10/28 Frontier 7 p.m.

TYLER CONSOLIDATED
DATE OPPONENT RESULT

8/26 Williamstown 14-25 L

9/2 @ Doddridge County 42-12 W

9/9 Webster County 21-8 W

9/16 @ Ravenswood 21-28 L

9/23 @ Calhoun County 47-0 W

9/30 OPEN

10/7 Ritchie County 49-6 W

10/14 @ South Harrison 33-50 L

10/21 @ Magnolia 20-7 W

10/28 Valley 7 p.m. 

11/4 St Marys 7 p.m. 

REAL ESTATE
MAINTENANCE

Do you enjoy fixing things and
working with your hands? If so,
then this opportunity will be great
for you! The Woda Group is look-
ing for experienced Maintenance
Technicians for our Sistersville,
WV location. If interested, please
go online to our website at
www.wodagroup.com and apply!

MANAGER

Do you enjoy working with people
and want to be in management? If
so, then this position is for you!
The Woda Group is looking for an
Apartment Managerin Sistersville,
WV. For more details, please go
online to our website at
www.woda-group.com and apply. 

FINANCIAL
CUSTOMER SERVICE 

REPRESENTATIVE 

Peoples Bank , Wells Street, Sis-
tersville, WV. Apply On-line
www.peoplesbancorp.com

RETAIL/ SALES
MANAGER TRAINEE

Dollar General, 123 Main St., Mid-
dlebourne, WV. (304) 451-0035 or
apply in person

P/T SALES ASSOCIATE

Goodwill Industries, 259 WV-2,
New Martinsville,WV, Apply in
person

CUSTOMER SERVICE
ASSOCIATES

PAR MAR, Par Mar is accepting

applications for Customer Service

Associates, Apply in person at:

Rt 7 Hannibal, Ohio 
Rt 18 Middlebourne, WV
Chelsea St. Sistersville, WV

ASSISTANT MANAGER

Shoe Sensation, 140 North State
Route 2, New Martinsville, Retail
experience needed apply online
www.shoesensation.com

PART TIME ASSOCIATE

Dollar General, 123 Main St, 
Middlebourne , (304) 451-0035 or
apply in person

ACCEPTING 
APPLICATIONS

PAR MAR, Ohio Route 7, Hanni-
bal, OH, Apply in person 

SALES ASSOCIATE

Family Dollar, 523 Diamond St.,
Sistersville, WV, Accepting Appli-
cations

ROUTE SALES

Clarko-Bingo, Call Lowell Clark ,
Toll Free (800) 282-5060

ACCEPTING 
APPLICATIONS

Label Shop, 1220 North State
Route 2 New Martinsville

HIRING PART TIME

Save-A-Lot, 223 Rt 2 New Mar-
tinsville, WV, Apply in Person

CREW MEMBERS
PART TIME

KFC, 210 North State Route 2
New Martinsville, APPLY IN
PERSON

SALES ASSOCIATE

Shoe Sensation, 140 North State
Route 2, New Martinsville, 
Apply online www.shoesensa-
tion.com

SALES/ DRIVER 
PART TIME 

Advance Auto Parts, New Mar-
tinsville, Apply online www.ad-
vanceautoparts.JOBS 

ALL POSITIONS FULL/ PT

AT&T Retailer, 1228 North 
State Route 2 New Martinsville,
apply online. http://www.mypro-
tel.com/job-opportunities.html

KEY HOLDER/ SALES
FULL/PT

Dollar General, Route 2 Paden
City, Apply online: www2.dol-
largeneral.com/DG-Careers

INDUSTRIAL/ 
MECHANICAL 

CDL CLASS A/ B TANK
TRUCK DRIVERS

Dana Transport. Friendly, Must
have 2 years verifiable tank truck
experience and TWICK card. Apply
online www.danacompanies.com
under “Employment” tab.

EXPERIENCED BODY 
TECHNICIAN 

A-1 Automotive, 299 Virginia St.,
New Martinsville, Apply in Person

CDL-CLASS A DRIVERS  

Murray Trucking -- 55 Union St.,
New Martinsville, Apply in Person 

RESTAURANT
COOKS AND SERVERS

Sardis Pizza & Dairy Bar. Apply in
person at Dairy Bar. Route 7
Sardis, Ohio

P/T CASHIER 

Burger King, Apply in Person,
1248 WV-2, New Martinsville

P/T COOK

Burger King, Apply in Person,
1248 WV-2, New Martinsville

ALL POSITIONS

Pizza Hut, Accepting Applications,
390 WV-2, New Martinsville, WV

COOKS, WAIT STAFF
AND DISHWASHERS 

Choo Choo’s Restaurant, State
Route 2, New Martinsville, Apply
in Person 

DELIVERY DRIVER 

Dominos Pizza, 275 North State Rt
2 New Martinsville, 
Apply in person or online at
jobs.dominos.com

COOK AND WAITRESS

Debby’s Speedway Diner, Rt 18
Middlebourne, WV, Apply in person 

DELIVERY DRIVER 

Dominos Pizza, 326 South 4th,
Paden City, Apply in person or on-
line at jobs.dominos.com 

PART TIME

COOK/ WAIT STAFF

Marv’s Place, 37143 Muskingum
Street, Sardis, Ohio 43946, (740)
483-9999.

HOTELS
HOUSEKEEPER

New Martinsville Inn, 166 State

Route 2, New Martinsville, Apply
in person

HEALTHCARE
SISTERSVILLE 

GENERAL HOSPITAL

314 South Wells St., Medical Lab
Technician/ Medical Lab Tech-
nologist — Full Time (2 Positions);
Sleep Medicine Technician —
RGPST preferred; PRN RN, 
Medical/ Surgical — Full Time, 
7 p.m. shift, WV RN license and
at least 1 year experience 
required. Apply online at www.sis-
tersvillehospital.com/careers

Genesis — New Martinsville 225
Russell Avenue, New Martinsville,
WV, Certified Nursing Asst., Per-
sonal Care Associate, Maintenance
Assistant, Licensed Practical Nurse,
Laundry Aide, Housekeeping Aide,
Dietary Aide, Apply in Person or on-
line at ww.genesishcc.com/career-
opportunities

Genesis – Sistersville. 201 Wood
Street, Sistersville, WV, Certified
Nursing Assistant, Licensed Practi-
cal Nurse, Registered Nurse, Apply
in Person or online at ww.gene-
sishcc.com/career-opportunities

CLASSIFIED ADS
HELP WANTED

NEED HELP?

The INNformer accepts

FREE help wanted ads

from area businesses. 

Call or fax to 

304-652-1312, 

or send 

an email to

thewellsinn@gmail.com 

to place your ad today!

Now 
covering

Washington
& Monroe
counties
in Ohio ...
Look for 

expanded
Help Wanted

listings 
coming
soon!

The INNformer

now accepts

advertising.

Call today! 

304-652-1312

AREA HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL SCHEDULES

Housing
wanted

Seeking 5 Bedroom, 2 bath

house with garage for $700 per

month. Will pay more 

if in Sistersville. Please 

call (904) 318-5769 or email

deborahlap@yahoo.com. 

INDOOR WINTER
STORAGE 
AT PADEN CITY 

DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

FOR BOATS, RVS & CAMPERS 

$30 PER MONTH 

LEAVE MESSAGE 
AT (304) 337-8712.
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First-ever
Hocus Pocus
event packs

the park
SISTERSVILLE – Goblins, ghouls,
witches and other characters were out
Thursday, Oct. 20, in Sistersville Park
for the inaugural Hocus Pocus, a city-
sponsored two-hour event cut short by
rain showers that moved through the
area.

More than 150 children dressed in their
Halloween finest visited booths set up by
local businesses who passed out candy,
stickers and other treats.

The Sistersville Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment made popcorn and cotton candy to
give out to the children; another booth
offered face painting. Wagon rides were
also available for those who braved the
rain to wait their turn.

Recorder Chad Edwards said the event
was proposed back in September by
Councilmember Bonnie Hizer, who said
she wanted to have a fun event that was
also safe for the children.

“I am pleased with the turnout,” Ed-
wards said, “especially from our busi-
ness leaders.”

Brian Camelin with Phillips Pharmacy
said he was happy to see kids in their
costumes, out having a good time and
laughing. “This is a great event,”
Camelin said.

Scott Wable of Wable Ford was also on
hand to pass out treats to the children.
“I’m having so much fun,” Wable said.
“It’s great to see all these people here.”

– By Diane Pottorff



October 28, 2016 The INNformer PAGE 21

Around
the region

SISTERSVILLE

DOUBLE FEATURE AT THE
GASLIGHT OCT. 30

The historic Gaslight Theater in Sis-
tersville and see 2 movies for only $6.
Be the first to see area filmmakers Larry
and Cindy Parmiter’s  newest full feature
mockumentary “The Bungfodders Make
a Horror Movie” (guest appearance by a
well-known actor) and “The Axeman Of
Henderson County,” which features
WWE HOF Hacksaw Jim Duggan, col-
lege football HOF Major Harris and Je-
remy Ambler from the Walking Dead.
Don’t miss out ... 2 full-length movies...
for only $6.  

LIBRARY OFFERS CLASSES
Sistersville Public Library offers a Lego
class for the young and young at heart
every Tuesday from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Story Hour is held every Thursday from
5 p.m. to 6 p.m.  Call 304-652-6701 for
more information.

‘DINNER WITH A DOC’
SLATED NOV. 17

Dr. Vivek Abhyankar will be participat-
ing in “Dinner with a Doc,” Thursday,
Nov.17, at the Sistersville Baptist
Church Fellowship Hall. The topic for
the event is “Treat the patient, not the
cancer.” This will be an open question-
and-answer session with participant in-
teraction encouraged. Cost of the dinner
will be $6 per person. Contact Diana
Rice at 304-447-2454 to register.

VALENTINE CONCERT AT
THE GOLD DERRICK

GALLERY FEB. 18
ArtsLink’s annual Valentine concert will
feature percussionist Roger Humphries
Saturday, Feb. 18, at the Gold Derrick
Gallery in Sistersville. Humphries is a
well-known Pittsburgh area jazz musi-
cian, rated by music critics as one of the
most exciting percussionists in the busi-
ness. He has provided the rhythmic beat
for music legends Ray Charles, Stanley
Turrentine, James Moody and many oth-
ers during his brilliant career. Humphries
will present a 6:30 p.m. lecture for con-
cert-goers that evening, followed by a
7:30 p.m. performance. The show is
sponsored by Mensore Distributing and
Dean & Mary Rohrig. Persons with spe-
cial needs, or for additional information,
call the Arts Link office at 304-455-2278.

MUSEUM NOW OPEN
The Sistersville Museum – with many

new acquisitions – is open from 1 p.m.
to 3 p.m. Fridays, Saturdays and Sun-
days. Call 304-652-1707 for more infor-
mation.

FOOD, CLOTHING 
HANDOUT WEDNESDAYS

Every Wednesday, the Sistersville Min-
isterial Association hands out food and
clothing from 9 a.m. to noon at the First
Baptist Church in Sistersville.

MIDDLEBOURNE 

AARP CLASSES NOV. 2-3
AARP classes will  be held at Tyler
County Senior Center Wednesday, Nov.
2, and Thursday, Nov. 3, from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. Cost is $15 for AARP members
with proof and $20 for non-members.
Call (304) 758-4919 for questions or to
sign up. 

TCPL STORY
HOUR RETURNS

Story hour at the Tyler County Public Li-
brary in Middlebourne is held each
Thursday at 1 p.m. Call 304-758-4304 to
register your 3, 4 and 5 year olds.

ART SHOW SET 
AT LIBRARY NOV. 3-5 

Tyler Consolidated National Art Honor
Society and the Tyler County Public Li-
brary of Middlebourne will sponsor an
art show at the library Nov. 3-5.

All works of art are accepted: ceramic,
paintings, glass art, drawings, photogra-
phy, sewing, unpublished literature
(short stories, poems), etc. There will not
be a limit on pieces entered. 

Any and all ages are welcome to submit.
All participants will be charged a $5
entry fee upon submitting. Artwork will
be accepted as early as Friday, Oct. 28.
Entry deadline is Tuesday morning, Nov.
2. 

Artwork will be judged before the show
begins and work will remain on display
until the end date. All work must be
picked up after the show ends on your
own time. 

Several pieces of artwork will be avail-
able through a silent auction format.
There will also be a raffle for several ce-
ramic pieces. To purchase raffle tickets,
stop by the Tyler County Public Library
of Middlebourne. Single ticket is $1 or
six tickets for $5. 

Saturday, there will be a bake sale, fea-
turing such items as cookies, cakes and
pepperoni rolls. All donations appreci-
ated. 

Hours are 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Thursday,
Nov. 3; 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Friday, Nov. 4,
and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 5.

For more information contact: (304)-

758-4304 (Library) or email: wd-
tallm1@stu.k12.wv.us.

BENEFIT FOR TERESA
FLETCHER NOV. 6

Join the fight against breast cancer by at-
tending a spaghetti dinner benefit for
Teresa Fletcher at the log building at the
Tyler County Fair Grounds Sunday, Nov.
6, from 11 a.m. until 3 p.m. The menu
includes spaghetti, salad, hot rolls,
dessert and drink. Tickets are $10 per
adult and $5 per child 12 and under.
There will also be a gun raffle, a 50/50
drawing and a Chinese auction. For ad-
ditional details call 304-758-2775, 304-
758-2039 or 304-815-3804.

TYLER TURKEY TROT 
SLATED NOV. 26

The 2nd annual Tyler Turkey Trot 5K
Walk/Run, sponsored by the Tyler Con-
solidated cross Country team, will be
held Saturday, Nov. 26. Registration be-
gins at 8:30, Walk/Run starts 10 a.m.
Entry fee is $15 per person before Nov.
19 and $20  after and on day of race. T-
shirts available to first 125 registrants.
Door prizes. For information contact
Jonay Corley at (304) 771-8112 or jon-
aycorley@gmail.com.

PIANIST AT TCHS 
MARCH 21

ArtsLink will close the season with con-
cert pianist Clipper Erickson at 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, March 21, at Tyler Consoli-
dated High School. Erickson is a prize
winner of international competitions and
has performed as a soloist with orches-
tras and in recitals throughout Europe
and the United States. He is particularly
devoted to interpreting American music
from the past and present in addition to
his powerful renditions of the great clas-
sical repertoire. His free concert is spon-
sored by the Stealey Community Fund,
a component fund of the Community
Foundation for the Ohio Valley Inc. Per-
sons with special needs, or for additional
information, call the Arts Link office at
304-455-2278.

FRIENDLY

JOIN THE LIONS
The Friendly Lions Club is holding a
membership drive. The club is open to
anyone in the Tyler County area who is at
least 18 years of age. Meetings begin at
6:30 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of
each month at the Friendly Community
Center in Friendly. For more information,
contact Lion Dan Heintzman at (304)
652-1766 or deheintzman@msn.com.

PADEN CITY

FIRE HALL FISH DINNERS
SET FOR NOVEMBER

The Paden City Fire Company Auxiliary
will hold a fish fry on three Wednesdays,
Nov. 2, Nov. 16 and Nov. 30, from 3:30

p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the fire hall on West
Main Street. Coleman fish sandwiches,
sides, drinks, sloppy joes and desserts
will be available. Eat-in or take out
(304) 337-9289.

WILDCAT BOOSTERS FALL
CRAFT, VENDOR SHOW SET

The fourth annual Fall Craft and Vendor
show will take place at the Matthew
Barker Memorial Complex Saturday,
Nov. 5. This event sells out of booths
every year and pulls in huge crowds. $20
per table. First 40 tables provided.
Chairs provided for all vendors. Spots
reserved upon payment. All payments
must be in by Oct. 1. Payments may be
dropped off or mailed to: Miranda Cor-
coran Boosters Secretary 101 South 3rd
Ave., Paden City, WV 26159. Make
checks payable to Wildcat Boosters.

LIBRARY PRESENTS 
STORY TIME

Paden City Public Library offers pre-
school story hour every Friday at noon
through November. Stories, songs,
games, snacks and crafts. No charge, but
register your child at 304-337-9333.

GARDEN CLUB MEETS 
The Paden City Garden Club is open to
all garden hobbyists. Meetings are the
first Tuesday of each month at the Paden
City Senior Center at 6:30 pm.  

FOOD PANTRY OPEN
Second Harvest Food Pantry, located in
the basement of St. Paul’s United
Methodist Church, 130 S. Fourth Ave. in
Paden City, is open the second, third and
fourth Tuesday of each month from 10
a.m. until 11 a.m. Food is offered for free
for those who qualify. All SNAP recipi-
ents qualify. Donations may be dropped
off at the church. For more information,
call 304-337-9145 or 304-337-2150.

FIRE HALL BREAKFASTS
CONTINUE  

The Paden City Volunteer Fire Company
holds an all-you-can-eat breakfast on the
first Saturday of every month. The menu
includes scrambled eggs, bacon,
sausage, fruit, potatoes, sausage gravy,
biscuits, pancakes, French toast and
drinks. Prices are $7 for adults and $3 for
kids under 10. Take out is available. Call
(304) 337-9289 for more information.

PCDA MEETINGS 
OPEN TO PUBLIC

The Paden City Development Authority
meets the second Monday of each month
at the Health & Recreation Building in
room 10A on the first floor. Meetings
begin at 7 p.m. and the public is wel-
come to attend. 

TOPS TO MEET
Fighting extra weight gain? Join TOPS
(Take off Pounds Sensibly) and get the
help and support you need to reach your
goal. Meeting place: First Baptist

Continued on page 22



Church, 600 S. 4th Ave., Paden City.
Wednesday morning weigh-in starts at 9
a.m., meetings at 10. Call Leader-Norma
at 304-337-8262 or Co-Leader Penny
Ludolph at 304-337-8836.

NEW MARTINSVILLE

NM PARKS & REC  REPEATS
STRENGTH/YOGA CLASS

Sign up for more sessions of New Mar-
tinsville Parks & Recreation’s Strength
and Yoga class Tuesdays and Thursdays
from Nov. 1 to Nov. 22 taught by Sarah
Shepherd from Prodigy Wellness Center.
The cost is $20 and classes will be at
Lewis Wetzel Family Center.

TURKEY DINNER SET NOV. 3
A turkey dinner will be held Thursday,
Nov. 3, from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the New
Martinsville United Methodist Church
multipurpose room. The menu consists
of: turkey and stuffing, mashed potatoes
and gravy, green beans, coleslaw or
cranberry salad, roll, “homemade” pies
and drink. The cost is $10 for adults,
children (6-12) $5 and children under 6
free. Take out is available by calling the
church at 304 455-1422. Proceeds from
this dinner will go toward local church
programs and missions. This dinner is
being sponsored by the United
Methodist Women. The church is lo-
cated at 10 Howard Jeffers Drive, New
Martinsville.

PETER PAN BALLET 
SLATED NOV. 6

ArtsLink presents the highly energetic
story of Peter Pan by the Oglebay Insti-
tute Youth Ballet Sunday, Nov. 6, at the
Lincoln Theater. The 3 p.m. matinee per-
formance will delight young and old
alike as the familiar tale is brought to life
through the artistry and timeless beauty
of ballet. The show is sponsored by Ken
Block, in memory of Pat Block. Persons
with special needs, or for additional in-
formation, call the Arts Link office at
304-455-2278.

SESSION AMERICANA
CONCERT NOV. 17

ArtsLink presents Session Americana at
7:30 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 17, at the Lin-
coln Theater. Described as a rock band
in a tea cup, or possibly a folk band in a
whiskey bottle, this collective of talented
musicians crafts a musical experience
unlike any other. The “anything-could-
happen” feel of a Session show will
bring a kind of ease and genuineness to

a timeless music, sometimes presenting
the latest batch of original songs or
reaching back into the depths of the
American “song bag.” This Thursday
concert is sponsored by Marble King.
Persons with special needs, or for addi-
tional information, call the Arts Link of-
fice at 304-455-2278.

LIBRARY PRESCHOOLER
STORY TIME UNDERWAY

New Martinsville Public Library will
host a story time for preschoolers every
Tuesday school is in session in Wetzel
County. If you have questions, call the
library at 304-455-4545.

THE NUTCRACKER
BALLET DEC. 5

ArtsLink ushers in the Christmas season
Monday, Dec. 5, with the Mid Ohio Val-
ley Ballet classic presentation of The
Nutcracker. This whimsical ballet brings
beautiful fantasies, sugar plum dreams,
and waltzing snowflakes to the classic
American holiday experience. The 7 p.m.
show at the Lincoln Theater is sponsored
by Ken Block.  Persons with special
needs, or for additional information, call
the Arts Link office at 304-455-2278.

FIRST FRIDAYS AT 
BARISTAS CAFÉ & PUB

On the first Friday of every month Baris-
tas Café and Pub will host acoustic coun-
try music nights. There is no admission
charge but gratuity is appreciated. Must
be 21 or older to enter. Call 304-455-
5410 for more information.

SUPPORT GROUP FOR 
SURVIVORS OF SUICIDE

LOSS OFFERED
Healing Hearts of Survivors of Suicide
Loss meets Tuesdays at Saint Ann’s Epis-
copal Church at 453 Maple Ave. in New
Martinsville. The social begins at 6:30
p.m.; meeting starts at 7 p.m. This support
group is run by Messages For Hope Inc.
for those who’ve been personally touched
by a suicide. For more info contact Deb-
bie Cardwell by email debbie@mes-
sagesforhope.com or at (304) 389-8558.
Local group facilitator Richard Heller can
be reached at (304) 299-0892.

HOME SCHOOL 
GROUP TO MEET

West Virginia and Ohio homeschooling
parents and students and those who are
considering homeschooling are invited
to get together for encouragement, infor-
mation exchange, friendship and support
at the New Martinsville United
Methodist Church at 10 Howard Jeffers
Drive on the third Thursday of the month
from 3-5 p.m. Call Lisa DeGarmo at

740-483-1426 or Cindy Biram at 304-
455-1652 for more information.

RECOVERY GROUP SET 
Celebrate Recovery, a 12-step (faith-
based) recovery program, meets at 6:30
p.m. every Thursday at the New Mar-
tinsville United Methodist Church, lo-
cated behind Captain Richard’s on
Hydro Drive. If you have any hurts,
hang-ups, bad habits or addictions this is
where to go. CR creates a safe place that
is confidential for sharing and healing.

NAR-ANON TO MEET
The NAR-ANON Family Group meets
every Friday at 1 p.m. at the New Mar-
tinsville United Methodist Church be-
hind Captain Richard’s. For more
information call 304-455-1422.

BIBLE STUDY SLATED
A Bible study will be held at the Wetzel
County Career Center (Wetzel County
Center for Children and Families) every
Saturday from 3 p.m. until 5 p.m. The
Career Center is 2.5 miles east of Route
2 on Highway 7, on the left just beyond
the twin bridges. Enter side door number
6. For more information contact Daniel
Morikone at 304-266-7504.

-Ohio-

NEWPORT

CRAFT SHOW NOV. 26
A craft show will be held at the Newport
Volunteer Fire Department Saturday,
Nov. 26, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tables
available.

SARDIS

CRAFT SHOW NOV. 5
A craft show will be held at the commu-
nity center Saturday, Nov. 5. Space is
available. Call (740) 483-2427 and leave
a message.

CLARINGTON 

ANTIQUE APPRAISAL 
RETURNS NOV. 5

Jeffery Spear of Garth’s Auction in
Columbus, Ohio will appraise antiques
at the Ohio River Valley Museum in
Clarington Saturday, Nov. 5, from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. Bring your treasured an-
tiques to find out what it is worth. Also:
Wheeling author John Bowman will be
present with his new book about the
Centre Market and will autograph books
about the river. There will also be a
woven coverlet display.

HOLIDAY PAINT ‘N’ SIP
CLASS NOV. 11

Artist/teacher Andree Weimer of St.
Clairsville will offer a holiday paint n sip
class Friday, Nov. 6, starting at 6 p.m. at
the Ohio Valley River Museum. Contact
museum at (740) 391-2786 or email ovr-
museum112@gmail.com for registra-
tion. Prepaid fee of $35 must be received
by Nov. 4.

If you would like to run your community
service announcement in The INN-
former, please fax it to 304-652-1312 at-
tention The INNformer, email it to
innformerme@yahoo.com, or send it in
a private message on The INNformer’s
Facebook page.
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AREA TRICK OR TREAT TIMES
Paden City: Monday, Oct. 31, 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Middlebourne: Monday, Oct. 31, 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

New Martinsville: Monday, Oct. 31, 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Clarington: Monday, Oct. 31, 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Woodsfield: Monday, Oct. 31, 5:30 p.m. to 7
p.m., porch light on to participate; parade
starts at 7:30.

New Matamoras: Saturday,
Oct. 29, 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Graysville: Monday,
Oct. 31, 6 p.m. to 7
p.m. for preschool-
ers and elemen-
tary students.
To partici-
pate have
p o r c h
lights
on.

TRUNK-OR-TREAT SLATED
Tyler Consolidated High School STARS Club, in col-
laboration with the Happy Faces Club, is planning to
sponsor a Trunk-or-Treat Monday, Oct. 31, from 5-6
p.m. Their community service project focuses on pro-
viding a s a f e r

trick-or-treat environment for area youth. The trunk-
or-treat will be held in the Baseball Field Parking Lot
at TCHS. You may choose to set up using a car trunk,
truck bed, or canopy, and are asked to post signs nam-
ing your organization. No homemade items are per-
mitted, and please consider providing treats for
children with allergies or who are very young. 

ANNUAL HALLOWEEN
CARNIVAL SET

Middlebourne’s annual Hal-
loween Carnival will take

place at the Stealey-
Green Family Center

Monday, Oct. 31,
following the
town’s trick-or-

treat.

Worth the drive!

TRANS-ALLEGHENY LUNATIC ASYLUM
In the halls of what once was the area’s most reputable hospital (shown above),
a demented doctor has brought his patients’ nightmares to life. Society’s unde-
sirable souls have been abandoned in the dark recesses of this once safe haven.
Their sole purpose is to serve the good doctor and his sadistic experiments.
Scratching and clawing their way through their new existence, patients succumb
to delirious visions before becoming one of the doctor’s creations. Can you sur-
vive a journey into the Asylum where the veil between realities is twisted? Gen-
eral admission is $25 and tickets may be purchased at the door. VIP tickets also
available. But hurry! “Malice” at the Asylum is only open until Oct. 31. Visit
http://www.theasylumwv.com/#Dates for more information.

WEST VIRGINIA STATE PENITENTIARY 
Each year more than 10,000 people are introduced to one of the scariest places
behind bars!  Get your tickets so you can experience the fright of being locked
in a cell, the fear of being lost in a maze and the terror of an eerie walk through
the dungeon of horrors. Will you manage to keep up with your group and not
get separated? Do you have what it takes to make it through? Don’t worry; the

actors will be there to help you along.

Tickets MUST be purchased online at http://wl.flavorus.com/dungeonofhorrors
and range from $20 to $28. Ticket sales end at 6 p.m. the day of the event. Do
not wait to purchase tickets, they sell out quickly. There are a VERY limited
amount of tickets sold at the door. You are NOT guaranteed to get in if your
tickets aren’t purchased online. If you are unable to print your tickets, the staff
can either find them and print them or scan them right off your phone. Group
rates are available for groups of 20 or more. Call 304-845-6200 for pricing
and scheduling. ALL tickets are nonrefundable.
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Sistersville, like many of the communi-
ties in this region, was divided during the
early 1860s. Passions were running high
when the Civil War broke out and the 55
counties that comprise modern-day West
Virginia separated from the Common-
wealth of Virginia. When war was de-
clared half of the local militia, the
Sistersville Blues, went north to fight
with the Union and the rest volunteered
for the South. Families were torn apart
by the conflict and vigilantes, loyal to
both sides, were active in the region.  

A well-known fact locally is that in the
time between the first and second
Wheeling Conventions, where the west-
ern counties of Virginia decided to leave
Old Dominion, federal troops invaded
Sistersville.  

Fifty soldiers boarded the steamer Eu-
nice in Wheeling June 4, 1861, and at 2
a.m. the following morning landed a
short distance upriver from Sistersville.
Under the cover of darkness and with the
assistance of a pro-Union informant, the
troops discovered two rifled cannon,
several muskets and a large supply of
ammunition concealed in an old barn,
covered with rakes, plows and straw. It
was believed at the time that the artillery
and supplies were hidden for future use
by local secessionists.  

The early war years were especially un-
certain times for this region. The Con-
federacy was largely in command of the
battlefields with raiding parties and spies
operating throughout the area. For exam-
ple, in May 1863 Confederate forces
under Brig. Gen William Jones seized
West Union, just 38 miles away.  

Seven months earlier, in October 1862, the
Steubenville Herald reported that a badly
decayed corpse of a Union soldier had
been found in the Ohio River at Sis-
tersville. In one of his pockets was a ruler
with Richmond Prison, September 16,
1861, written on it. The Herald stated:
“The friends of this soldier will never
know his fate, as it would be now impos-
sible to now identify his form or features.” 

Could the soldier have fallen victim to
southern partisans who threw his body
into the river? His remains were buried
on the riverbank in an unmarked grave.  

Could the specter seen wandering the
back alleys of Sistersville be this poor
unfortunate man? Could his spirit be
restless because he was never given a
proper Christian burial? 

SPECTER ON THE STAIRS
Can you imagine being locked up and left
all alone in a basement jail cell – com-
pletely forgotten –  until it was too late? 

At Sistersville’s City Hall on Diamond

Street this may have actually happened
and, according to some current and past
city employees, the spirit of the prisoner
is still haunting the building long after
his jail term, and he, apparently expired.

There are two different versions on how
a man may have been left to die in the
holding cell in the basement of the brick
Victorian building. One of the stories
being eerily similar to a historic event
that happened in 1912. 

Both Chad Edwards, Sistersville’s cur-
rent city recorder, and Ben Placer, the
city’s former chief of police, tell the tale
of a man being left in the cells after a riot
caused the then mayor and police chief
to leave town and go into hiding. 

“I was told that years ago there was a
mayor and chief of police who were
caught stealing money and they quickly
left town, leaving some poor guy in the
jail,” Edwards said, adding by the time
someone found him, the prisoner had died.

The oil boom days had transformed the
sleepy little back-water of Sistersville
into a major industrial boom town and
the government came under the control
of the Heneghan organization, a corrupt
local political machine. During this pe-
riod, the city was known for its rampant
prostitution, gambling and illegal sa-
loons. All were tolerated – for a hefty fee.

Civic-minded citizens tried to put an end
to the corruption by running a “good gov-
ernment” slate of candidates in the spring

1912 municipal elections. The Heneghan
machine, of course, would have none of
it and attempted to rig the elections.

Following the arrest of a Methodist min-
ister named Schultz, a large group of
very angry citizens gathered at city hall
and forced his release. The mayor and
other leaders hightailed it out of town
until tempers cooled, leaving, maybe,
some poor soul forgotten in the cells.

The second version of the tale comes
from Steve Winters, author of the Knight
in the ’Ville books, who was a Sistersville
police officer from 1980 to 1989.

“The only confirmed death in the old city
jail was in the 1950s,” Winters stated,
adding that he had been told by Roy “Hot
Dog” Haught, a chief of police in the early
1970s, that a highly intoxicated local
drunk was arrested on a Friday night and
thrown into the cells. The arresting officer
failed to properly log in the arrest iand the
man was discovered dead Monday morn-
ing after having died over the weekend.

Edwards, whose office is on the second
floor of City Hall, where the city’s court
room used to be, said when he is working
in the evening, the motion-detecting light
on the stairs will come on all by itself and
he will hear the sounds of someone walk-
ing up the stairs. He, and others, also have
heard the sounds of chairs being moved
when no one is there to move them.

While neither Winters or Placer has per-
sonally witnessed anything, Winters said
that other officers would sometimes hear
the sounds of coughing coming from the
empty cells late at night.

One current city employee told the INN-
former that sink faucets will turn on by
themselves when no one is around.

“I personally haven’t had any strange ex-
periences but it is awful creepy down
there,” Placer said.

Want to look for possible paranormal ac-
tivity for yourself? Walk around the out-
side of city hall at night. If the light near
the top of the stairwell on the river side
of the building is lit and the rest of the
second floor is dark then maybe you are
seeing an indication the ghost is trying
to make his way back up to the old court
room. Maybe he is hoping to get a reduc-
tion in his sentence... 

WHERE ARE MY CAR KEYS,
UNCLE FRANK?

One of the legacies of Sistersville’s pros-
perous past is the Victorian architecture
that can still be found throughout the city.
From the old bank buildings on Wells
Street, to city hall, to the residential houses
with the Victorian flourishes and details,
Sistersville certainly is a lovely little town.

A fine example of a Queen Anne Victo-
rian is located across from Sistersville’s
senior citizens building. This turn-of-
the-century wood-framed house was
built for Francis “Frank” McCoy, one of
the leading citizens at the time.

The house has a round porch designed to
catch the breeze from any direction on
hot summer nights, a small Palladian
window on the second floor front, a very
complicated roof line and a main stair-
well lined with stained glass.

When the house was sold to the current
owners the seller, a part of the McCoy
clan, said that Uncle Frank also came
with the house.

While many people are afraid of ghosts
and others quake at the concept of a ghost,
some of us accept there are things outside
our understanding and go on with our
lives and deal the occasional annoyances,
such as Uncle Frank.

Uncle Frank apparently liked to walk
around. Footsteps can often be heard
coming from the attic area when no one
is up there and the motion detectors on
the alarm system will trip on the first
floor when there is no one in the room.

Other times the distinct sound of a heavy
dog jumping off of a bed can be heard
coming from the front bedroom.

But one of the more annoying things
about Uncle Frank is that he likes to hide
car keys, wallets and eye glasses. These
items will routinely disappear and re-
main hidden despite exhaustive searches
only to reappear after an appeal is made
to the ghost.

Sometimes, because he is apparently a
mischievous spirit, the lost items will be
found back in their original location.
Other times the lost objects will reappear
under papers on the desk in the study.

It has to be the ghost....

Haunted
Continued from page 1


