
By Charles Winslow

SISTERSVILLE – Three years ago one small boy
from Sistersville went Christmas shopping with a
Sistersville police officer, thanks to a donation from
the New Martinsville Police Department. 

From that humble beginning, last year 14 local chil-
dren were able to have a happier Christmas. 

Sistersville Police Chief Rob Haught decided last
year his department should do its own fundraiser
with the assistance of the Tyler County Sheriff’s Of-
fice and Paden City Police Department. The Shop
With a Cop program allows young children from
disadvantaged homes to go Christmas shopping
with a police officer with money donated by indi-
viduals and local businesses. 

“It melted my heart that first year,” Haught said,
adding “This has been the most worthwhile pro-
gram I have been involved in.” 

“It was definitely the highlight of my year,”
Deputy Mitch Corley, one of the officers involved
last year, said. “It is always good to see children
enjoy Christmas.

Corley, who is the Tyler County School Resource
Officer, is working on making the Shop With a Cop
program county-wide by raising money so that 10
children from the AI Boreman Elementary school
can participate this year. 

“Our department’s goal is to take 12 kids, that is how
many we shopped with last year,” Haught explained.
The money raised by the Sistersville Police Depart-
ment will be used to take children from Sistersville
Elementary while the money raised by the Sheriff’s
Office will go to Boreman Elementary students.  

The schools pick the children who participate based
on a number of criteria. 

More than just an advertisement Still Free!

INNformer
Publication of The Wells Inn

Volume 3, No. 22                                                             The Wells Inn, 316 Charles St. Sistersville, WV 26175 November 23, 2016

Inside
Events

Pages 13-16

Sistersville Council may look into Rt 2 speed limit 
By Diane Pottorff

SISTERSVILLE – The Sistersville
Council may revisit its ordinance on
speed limits in town, especially along
W.Va. 2.

One resident returned to the council with
a copy of the ordinance and asked coun-
cil to either change the speed limit on
Route 2 or change the ordinance. He said
he believes the speed limit on Route 2
had once been 25 mph but did not know
when it had changed.

The resident said he was bringing this to
the council’s attention as he was con-
cerned about the large truck traffic and
the possibility of a pedestrian, including

a child, could be struck by one of those
trucks.

Mayor Bill Rice said he too had con-
cerns as the vibrations of the trucks may
be causing damage to the city’s infra-
structure, including the water lines.

“I don’t think it is a bad idea to lower the
speed limit,” Rice said. “The weight
limit is under 80,000 pounds for the
large trucks.”

He said one truck did break a large water
line in front of Curby’s after a truck ran
over top of the line.

Recorder Chad Edwards said he will
need to do some research on the issue to

discover when the speed limit was

changed, who made the change and if

the state has it on record.

Councilman Alex King said he would

like to hear the opinions of the people as

well as what has been found through re-

search before making a decision on the

speed limit.

In other business:

Rice said he heard from the administra-

tor of Genesis Nursing Home asking him

if it was true that the mayor would close

Wood Street. “Yes,” he replied. The

nursing home is located on Wood Street

as well as two apartment buildings. 

Rice said he has received a promise of

$30,000 for the road work that leads to

the nursing home. He also said he re-

ceived an offer of $25,000 from one of

the apartment complexes in exchange for

waiving the paving fees for 18 years.

Council recommended seeing if the

owner would give the $25,000 without

the waiver as the road would not hold up

for that long.

Council approved the first reading of the

1 percent tax that would be implemented

July1. The second reading will be at the

next regular council meeting Monday,

Dec. 12, following a public hearing be-

ginning at 6:30 p.m.

Paden City extends
seal design contest 
deadline to Dec. 31

By Diane Pottorff

PADEN CITY – Mayor Joel Davis has extended the
deadline for the Paden City city seal contest. Davis said
officials have received only one entry and would like
to have other residents to attempt to design a city seal.
The deadline has been extended to Dec. 31.

According to a release, the seal will be used on all of-
ficial documents and could also be used on city flags,
vehicles, websites and other areas.

The competition offers an opportunity for residents to
become involved using their artistic creativity to better
the community.

The seal should be indicative of the city’s history and
culture and should be designed for appropriate uses
from very large to very small. 

To enter the contest, the applicant declares that all en-
tries submitted are original artwork designed by the ap-
plicant. By submitting art, the applicant accepts sole
responsibility for any infringement or copyrighted ma-
terials. There is no restriction on the number of designs
a person may submit and also no fee to submit artwork
designs. 

Entries may be submitted in person to the Paden City
Municipal Building, 208 W. Main St.; by mail to P.O.
Box 211, Paden City, WV 26159, or email to
mayor@padencitywv.org. Acceptable email formats
acceptable are jpg, gif, png and pdf.

The winning design will become the property of City
of Paden City with all rights assigned thereto in perpe-
tuity.

Residents of Paden City will narrow the entries to the
top five designs by an online poll or through a ballot
process at the Municipal Building. 

City council members will evaluate the top five entries,
provide comment and direction. If council prefers de-
signs from more than one entry, the designs will be
combined into one seal at the city’s discretion.

Applicants must be at least 18 years of age or have the
permission of their legal guardian to enter. The contest
is open to all Paden City residents.

Successful Shop With Cop program
expands to Boreman Elementary
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EDITORIAL

Why we need to
keep the

Electoral College

So the presidential election is over, all except for
the crying, right?

Wrong. The next president will actually be chosen Mon-
day, Dec. 19, when the 538 members of the Electoral
College meet. When we voted earlier this month it was
not really to elect a president but to select a slate of elec-
tors who are pledged to a certain candidate. We are a RE-
PUBLIC, we select those who will represent us, we are
not a DEMOCRACY. This is something that was once
taught in our schools but apparently isn’t anymore.

It doesn’t matter if one presidential candidate gets more
popular votes than another on election day, what mat-
ters is which candidate wins at least 270 out of the 538
electoral votes.

In 48 states the electors are chosen by the popular vote
in a winner-take-all election. [Two states, Nebraska and
Maine, now use an allocation method based on district
vote totals.] In both Ohio and West Virginia Donald
Trump won the popular vote so all of the electoral
votes, 5 in West Virginia and18 in Ohio, went to
Trump. The number of electoral votes is directly pro-
portional to a state’s population so California, with its
large population, has a lot of electoral votes while our
state, with its much smaller population, only has a rel-
ative few.

Why do we have an Electoral College choose who will
lead our country instead of simply giving it to the can-
didate with the most votes? Because our founding fa-
thers understood that pure democracies do not work
and eventually tear themselves apart. As one humorist
once put it: “Democracy is two wolves and a lamb vot-
ing on what’s for lunch.”

And we, along with the other less-populated states,
would certainly end up as the lamb.

Our system of government was intentionally designed
with built-in check and balances to keep the wolves at
bay by preventing the country from becoming a
tyranny of the majority.

While Sen, Barbara Boxer, D-Calif., and other politi-
cians, especially those who are not happy with Trump
winning, are now calling for the abolition of the Elec-
toral College, we believe that doing so would be ex-
tremely short sighted.

Why? Because the Electoral College promotes political
stability in our nation. 

By electing a slate of electors by state it guarantees a
presidential candidate has to have a broad and national
base of support to win and doesn’t have to just appeal
or pander to a certain region of the country or a select
group of people.

Imagine, if you can, what our country would look like
if a presidential candidate could be elected by only win-
ning large urban centers such as New York City, Los
Angeles, Miami and Chicago. Without the Electoral
College that is exactly what would happen and the rest
of the country, the so-called fly-over states, would be
ignored and their voters disenfranchised. That includes
us, by the way, in case you can’t figure it out.

Our country would quickly divide and would be torn
apart. From experience, the economic interests, views
and values of urban dwellers are often not shared by non-
urban. In New York state, for example, the economy of
upstate New York was decimated by New York City

politicians who control the state government and couldn’t
give a whit about the effects their policies have on the
rest of that state. Rules and regulations that make sense
in a densely packed city often do not work in rural areas. 

The Electoral College also helps limit, but does not
eliminate, the negative effects of election fraud and
makes it harder to steal the presidency. During the re-
cent election one watchdog group estimates that up-
wards of 3 million votes were illegally cast by
non-citizens not legally allowed to vote. While that
number is suspicious, if it is true then the Electoral Col-
lege limited the effect that those illegal votes had on
the overall election. New York state and California,
after all, only have a certain amount of electoral votes,
no matter how many people voted legally or illegally.

With our lax voter registration laws, where federal
courts have blocked states from requiring proof of cit-
izenship when enrolling to vote, election fraud is a very
real concern. 

By having the presidential contest fought state by state
it also makes our vote actually count. Instead of being
only 1 vote out of the estimated 134,537,600 cast in

2016 a vote in a smaller state will have more value. In
New Hampshire, for example, Hillary Clinton won the
state by less than 1,500 votes.

When listening to politicians and political activists de-
manding an end to the Electoral College because they
didn’t like the outcome of this election we believe you
should ask yourself what the real ramifications to the
stability of our country will be.
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LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR

RESIDENTS WARNED OF 
INCREASE IN CRIMES 

BY TRANSIENTS, STAY AWARE!

Dear Editor,
Recently, we have seen an increase in crimes as-
sociated with transients. These are individuals
not residents of Wetzel County but here for some
other purpose. 

We receive a lot of traffic as a result of Route 2
and the fracking business has brought workers to
our communities, most of whom are law-abiding
but a few have been involved in criminal activity. 

New Martinsville has a Walmart store which
brings large numbers of people in from surround-
ing areas. Some for the purpose of shoplifting
and purchasing precursors to manufacture
methamphetamine. 

We have also seen a rise in non-resident drug
seekers and addicts at local pharmacies with
forged prescriptions coming here from as far as
Charleston and Columbus. Some have links to or-
ganized criminal activity and gangs. 

Route 2 is a major artery for drug trafficking
from the Wheeling-Pittsburgh-Steubenville and
Parkersburg-Marietta area. 

– Please report suspicious behavior to the police. 

– Please be aware of the people around you es-
pecially in parking areas after dark. 

– Walk with friends. 

– Supervise your children and do not leave them
unattended. 

– Do not pick up hitch hikers. 

– Be cautious of door-to-door salesmen, panhan-
dlers, beggars and any stranger engaging you in
conversation in public and parking areas. 

– Do not give them money, provide them with
personal information, let them in your vehicle or
into your home. 

Please report any suspicious behavior to the po-
lice. 

It is better to be safe than sorry.

Timothy E. Haught, 
Prosecuting Attorney, 
Wetzel County

THANKS TO ALL FOR HELP WITH
POST-GAME HOTDOG FEEDS

Dear INNformer Editor,
The Friendly Lions Club, in conjunction with the
Sistersville Elks Lodge #333, have completed an-
other successful football season hosting the
postgame hot dog feeds at all five Tyler Consol-
idated HS football games. 

This season, we served over 1.500 hotdogs to
both school bands, cheerleaders, fans, officials,
and football players. This continues a tradition
that has provided meals to visiting football teams
since the days of old Sistersville High School in
the 1970s. 

We would like to thank the Sistersville Elks
Lodge and the staff of Tyler Consolidated High
School for allowing us to help. We also would
like to thank Lion Jeff Glover, Lion Jim McIn-
tyre, Lion Kim McIntyre, and Lion Dan Heintz-
man for providing the club manpower to do this. 

Also, special kudos to Lion Josie Cornish from
Beechworth, Australia, for her help before she
departed back to Australia. 

We will see you all again next football season
when we will do this all over again for all five
home football games! 

PCST Dan Heintzman, Secretary 
Friendly Lions Club

FAMILIAR FACE

Joel Davis, 
Paden City mayor

By Charles Winslow

PADEN CITY – For many people political activism is
just a hobby, but for Joel Davis it gave his life purpose.

Born with congenital scoliosis, a sideways curvature of
the spine that occurs only in 1 in 10,000 newborns, the
42-year-old first-term mayor of Paden City came to un-
derstand the debilitating condition didn’t have to limit
him. From the young age of 18 months to 14 years
Davis went to the A.I. DuPont Clinic in Wilmington,
Delaware, for treatment and grew up having to wear a
back brace.

An Eagle Scout and a member of the Boy Scout’s
Order of the Arrow, Davis is a 1992 graduate of Temple
Christian Academy in Fremont, Ohio. He also earned
a college degree in radiology and worked as an X-ray
tech.

“Being an X-ray tech was something I always wanted
to do,” Davis explained, noting his experiences grow-
ing up and being a patient piqued his interest in the pro-
fession and he took a liking to it. After working in the
field his condition worsened and he was diagnosed
with other complications, including degenerative disc
disease, arthritis and severe nerve damage. 

The painful afflictions made it difficult for Davis to
hold a regular job, he told The INNformer during a re-
cent interview. The additional surgeries that were sup-
posed to alleviate the pain were largely unsuccessful.
He started helping his mother, who owns and manages
Marv’s Place in Sardis, Ohio, with decision-making
and the restaurant’s computer and design work, some-
thing he continues today.

Then in 2009 he discovered politics and became active
in the Tea Party movement.

Philosophically a Libertarian and a believer in small
government and low taxes, Davis volunteered for the
Wheeling Tea Party group “We the People Ohio Val-
ley” who needed someone to do the paperwork for their
organization. Later Davis served as one of the directors
of the group.

From there he got involved with the DC-based Free-

domWorks, a conservative and Libertarian-leaning na-
tional organization that provides training to political
activists and assists campaigns across the country.
Davis developed a love of campaigning while working
in eastern Kentucky on behalf of senatorial campaign
of Matt Bevin. While that campaign proved to be un-
successful, Bevin went on to win the governorship of
Kentucky.

“I learned how to work with people,” Davis said,
adding that while working on the campaign he devel-
oped organizational skills and, through FreedomWorks,
learned how to effectively use social media and the use
of campaign signage, skills that would later help with
his own campaigns.

In 2013 Davis was named FreedomWorks’ Activist of
the Year and presently serves on the 20- person Activist
Advisory Council for the 6 million-member organiza-
tion.

After working on more campaigns, he decided he
would make a run for Paden City Council.

“I wanted to try to make a difference,” Davis explained.
“Making changes grows from there as all politics are
local.” While his first foray into local politics was un-
successful, he lost the council race in a three-way con-
test, he ran unopposed in the next election. 

When he learned that Paden City Mayor John “Hoppy”
Hopkins was going to retire, Davis threw his hat into
the ring earlier this year and won the mayoral election
based on a platform of transparency, accountability and
accessibility. He beat his opponent with close to 70 per-
cent of the vote in the June election.

“People may not like everything you stand for, but
know that you will try to do a good job,” Davis said.
While the mayor’s position is considered part-time, he
says he spends more than 20 hours a week at city hall
and many more hours at home responding to the con-
cerns of Paden City residents. “In order to do it right
you have to put a lot of time into it, even when not in
the office.” 

“My first and foremost goal is to help Paden City’s
government become more transparent and have the cit-
izens of Paden City get more involved. When the citi-
zens are more involved, they tend to hold their city
officials more accountable,” Davis stated.

Davis has been married to talented local artist and
Paden City Library employee Danielle Ice-Davis since
July 2005. They have two dogs, Jack and Gypsy, and a
blue and gold macaw named Gwen.

Send community service and event 
announcements to The INNformer, via fax
at 304-652-1312 attention The INNformer, 

email to innformerme@yahoo.com
or in a private message on

The INNformer’s Facebook page.

‘PEOPLE MAY NOT LIKE 

EVERYTHING YOU STAND FOR, 

BUT KNOW THAT YOU WILL TRY 

TO DO A GOOD JOB. IN ORDER 

TO DO IT RIGHT YOU HAVE TO PUT

A LOT OF TIME INTO IT, EVEN WHEN

NOT IN THE OFFICE. MY FIRST AND

FOREMOST GOAL IS TO HELP 

PADEN CITY’S GOVERNMENT 

BECOME MORE TRANSPARENT AND

HAVE THE CITIZENS OF PADEN CITY

GET MORE INVOLVED. WHEN 

THE CITIZENS ARE MORE INVOLVED,

THEY TEND TO HOLD THEIR CITY

OFFICIALS MORE ACCOUNTABLE’ 
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Paden City Museum
volunteers offer Christmas

floral arrangements for sale 

If you are looking to spruce up your home or workplace, decorate for a ban-
quet or are in need of flowers for the grave of a loved one, the Paden City

Museum may have just want you are looking for.

The volunteers at the museum have been busy assembling colorful Christmas
floral arrangements including cemetery grave sprays, centerpieces and
wreaths. These arrangements will fit nicely on tabletops, fireplace mantels, on
your front door or and are appropriate for cemetery decorations.

The arrangements come in a variety of colors and are very reasonably priced.
The materials used are artificial so the arrangements will last through the winter
months outdoors and for many years if placed indoors.

Colors available include gold, white/silver, red, blue, green or a combination.
Samples are on display in the museum’s windows at 108 W. Main St. in Paden
City. Items can be purchased directly from the window or orders can be
placed. Most single item orders can be filled same day. Multiple item orders
may take 3-5 days.

The prices for the arrangements are: centerpieces $30; cemetery sprays $25,
and wreaths $20. Inserts for urns/vases are $20 a pair (colors or urn inserts may
be limited). Orders can be placed by calling (304) 337-8026, (304) 337-
8790(304) 482-9684.

HANNIBAL LOCK 
REPORT FOR OCTOBER

October 2016

DESCRIPTION                                       UPBOUND     DOWNBOUND TOTAL KTONS
Coal, Lignite & Coke 337.08 1617.71 1954.79

Petroleum & Petroleum Products 164.64 102.70 267.34

Chemicals & Related Products 66.39 5.30 71.69

Crude Materials, Inedible, except Fuels 526.29 94.30 620.59

Primary Manufactured Goods 193.74 43.50 237.24

Food & Farm Products 23.65 24.10 47.75

Manufactured Equipment & Machinery 4.78 1.20 5.98

Others, NEC 16.22 1.80 18.02

Total Kilotons: 1332.79 1890.61 3223.40

Total gross tonnage through the Hannibal Locks and Dam was up slightly in October
from the previous month. October's total of 3223.4 Kilotons of goods entering the
lock bear September's 3188.33 by a total of 35.07 Kilotons. Shipments of coal and
coal products declined by close to 186 Kilotons 

Year over year, coal and coal product shipments are down over 290 Kilotons from
October 2015 to October of this year.  Total traffic through the locks comparing Oc-
tober 2016 to 2015 witnessed a decline of 385.4 Kilotons. 



Veteran takes the long way home ... for 50 years

SISTERSVILLE – Veterans from all
branches of the military gathered in Vet-
erans Park Friday, Nov. 11, to remember
the brothers and sisters who have and are
still serving their country.

Every year veterans gather on the
eleventh day of the eleventh month at the
eleventh hour to honor and remember all
veterans.

“We are here to honor the commitment
of veterans of all wars,” Conley Wyatt,
VFW Post 7327, said. “We have to pre-
serve the American heritage. These vet-
erans have fought with their minds and
hearts as well as their bodies.”

Wyatt also talked about the veterans’
sacrifice, bravery and deliverance for
freedom.

Sandy Melian, president of the ladies
auxiliary, presented a reading about sup-
port from the homefront and the need for
unity for all who serve.

Wyatt spoke of striving for self-sacrifice
and to inspire youth in times of peace by
honoring those who are heroes of sci-
ence and perform public service. “Honor
those who are also in education,” he

said. Wyatt said he participates in the
ceremony to honor all of his friends he
lost while in Vietnam.

During the ceremony, the members of
the post laid a wreath in the Ohio River
to honor the veterans who died. Follow-
ing the laying of the wreath was the fir-
ing of guns for the 21-gun salute by the
honor guard and then “Taps.”

The day ended with a luncheon for the
veterans at the Elks Lodge followed by
a ceremony to retire American flags by
burning them in a special pit. 

– Diane Pottorff

Area veterans
gathered at
Veterans Park
in Sistersville
to honor those
who have
served and
those who are
now serving in
the armed
forces because
freedom isn’t
free. These are
the men and
women who
pay that price
for us. For
that we say:
Thank you! 
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By Diane Pottorff

SISTERSVILLE – It took John Gaughan nearly 50 years to

return to Sistersville following stints in the U.S. Army, serv-

ing in different areas including Australia.

Gaughan was born in 1929 in Jeanette, Pennsylvania. His

family moved to Sistersville in1934 where they lived on

Virginia Street. His father was a glasscutter with Seery

Glass Company.

A 1948 graduate of Sistersville High School, Gaughan left

for the U.S. Army and got out in 1951, when the Korean

Conflict was underway. He said he did not serve any time

in Korea, but, he worked in an office the Army opened in

Breckenridge, Kentucky, as a records clerk.

“Because I graduated from high school, the Army put me

in an office,” he said. “I sat at a desk. I did not see any ac-

tion.”

Gaughan had been stationed in Germany and thought that

he was going to Korea, but that never happened and he had

been transferred to Breckenridge. He said that it was part 

of his job to process the next round of soldiers headed to

Korea.

After being discharged from the Army, Gaughan returned

to Sistersville and found work at Natrium, a chemical plant

in Marshall County, he said. He got married and became a

glass cutter like his father and worked at a glass company

in Clarksburg.

The family moved to Vincennes, Indiana, where Gaughan

started working at steel plant called Bridgewakes.

Later, they moved to Australia. “I got to see the Pacific

Ocean,” he said. It was in that country that Gaughan and his

wife were divorced, he said, where she still resides. The

couple has seven children and one adopted child.

After retiring in 1990, Gaughan said he traveled across Aus-

tralia visiting every province. Once he reached the Indian

Ocean, he said it was time to turn around and return home.

Gaughan has been back in Sistersville since 2004 after liv-

ing in Australia for 35 years.

“It took me 50 years, but I made it home,” he said.

Sistersville veterans
honor those who serve



By Charles Winslow

SISTERSVILLE – On the day when
most people were on their way to the
vote, Chris Figuerida was making his
way up to from Charleston to Sis-
tersville, where he spent the night at The
Wells Inn. He was on a mission and he
was riding a bicycle.

Figuerida, 35, was on his tenth bicycle
trip across the United States to raise
awareness for the American Heart Asso-
ciation and to help teach children the
benefits of a healthy and active lifestyle
to combat obesity and prevent heart dis-
ease and strokes.

According to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, more than one-
third of children and adolescents in the
United States are overweight and obese
—  in the next few years that number is
projected to rise to almost half of the
kids.

The Ventura, California, native started
his latest cross country trip in San Fran-
cisco Aug. 12 and expected to finish in
Manhattan Nov. 19. Along his 3,746
mile journey the Heart Association
scheduled stops at schools where
Figuerida gave presentations and en-
couraged kids to become more physi-
cally active.

“I am an example of what you can do
with a healthy lifestyle,” Figuerida said,
adding he tells kids they should make an
effort to become more physically active.
“Even going out for a walk is a good
start.”

Since he started riding in 2007 he has
spoken to more than 65,000 kids across
the country, including in Charleston and
Pittsburgh during his latest jaunt.

“I have had kids write me to say that I
have inspired them,” he exclaimed. 

Figureida’s passion was inspired by a
2006 visit to Kenya, where he met vol-
unteers who were working with HIV and
AIDS victims in the east African coun-
try.

“I decided that I wanted to make a dif-
ference,” he said, noting he always
wanted to be a professional athlete and

had gone to Kenya to go mountain
climbing. He said when he was 20 years
old he discovered that, as an adult, he
could do whatever he wanted and de-
cided to buy a plane ticket to Europe
where he spent the next three months
traveling around and living on the
cheap. 

Later, after becoming a welder by trade,
Figureida hit upon the idea of riding
cross-country by bike. 

“I didn’t even own a bike,” he said.
After training for three months, where he
rode everyday, he set off on his first
trip. “It is easier than people think,” he

said. “Over 2,000 people a year do it.” 

He said that after the first two weeks his
muscles adjusted to the exercise and
added, with a laugh, that he likes to tell
people that he has a masters degree in
suffering.

During his journeys he says he often
sleeps in a tent and has met a lot of in-
teresting people while biking, including
an NASA astronaut who had gone into
space three times.

His trips have not been without danger.
In 2007 he was in Greensburg, Kansas,
when an F5 tornado hit the city, killing
11 people. In 2011 he rode through Hur-
ricane Irene as well as blizzards in the
Yukon.

While he has ridden his bike across east-
ern Africa, northern Europe and South
America he said that riding in the Ap-
palachians was the hardest. “The moun-
tains are never ending and have steep
grades,” he explained.

While Figureida has his own foundation,
Cycle for Heart, and has sponsors that
provide his equipment and gear, includ-
ing his Trek 520 touring bike, he volun-
teers his time. He works as a welder
building theater props and said he has a
great boss who gives him time off for his
journeys.

Next year the Rotary Club International
will sponsor him as he rides from the
Dead Sea, the lowest point on the planet,
to Mount Everest, the highest. 

To learn more about Figureida’s founda-
tion visit www.cycleforheart.org.
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Cross country cyclist stops in Sistersville

Send community service and event 
announcements to The INNformer, via fax
at 304-652-1312 attention The INNformer, 

email to innformerme@yahoo.com
or in a private message on

The INNformer’s Facebook page.

Because transporting the kids, and their
gifts, will require a much larger sleigh
than a police cruiser, the Tyler County
Board of Education has agreed again this
year to provide a bus to take the kids on
the shopping trip. The presents will be
gift wrapped by volunteers before arriv-
ing at the children’s homes.

“We will send out a permission slip to
the parents asking what they need,”
Haught said, adding that parents are also

asked if there are any items that are pro-
hibited. Each kid gets between $200-
$250 to spend.

To make a donation to the Tyler County
Sheriff’s program, checks, cash and Wal-
mart gift cards can be dropped of at the
Sheriff’s Office at 121 Court St. in Mid-
dlebourne. For Sistersville’s Shop With
a Cop program, stop in at City Hall on
Diamond Street. Also put a notation on
checks that it’s for the Shop With a Cop
program. 

“For me, it is a great opportunity to share
the joy of the season with the children and
give back to the community,” Corley said. 

Shop Cop
Continued from page 1
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Tyler County
Schools applies for
HVAC upgrades

From staff reports

MIDDLEBOURNE – Last week Tyler County School’s
superintendent Robin Daquilante, along with Jeff Davis,
treasurer, and Amanda Kimble, director of facilities,
presented a request to West Virginia’s School Building
Authority for funds to upgrades the middle and high
school’s air conditioning and heating systems.

If approved, the $4.4 million will be used to replace the
air conditioning system’s chillers, install new boilers,
upgrade the digital controls and insulate duct work in
the gymnasium to increase efficiency. Also included
in the request are funds to install three new emergency
exhaust systems for the school’s science labs.

The school’s HVAC equipment is more than 23 years
old and past its life expectancy, explained Daquilante,
noting the average life expectancy is 10 to16 years on
the equipment.

Tyler County is one of 19 districts across West Virginia
that submitted requests for a share of the $28.5 million
being made available by the authority for school con-
struction and enhancement.

IT’S AN AVERAGE GRADE
FOR TYLER COUNTY SCHOOLS

CHARLESTON – The West Virginia Board of Educa-
tion released the accountability grade cards for all
schools in West Virginia Tuesday, Nov. 15.

All four of Tyler County’s schools received average
grades of B, C or D. Sistersville Elementary scored a
B with 720 points out of 1,200. Next was Arthur I.
Boreman Elementary was C with a score of 683 out of
1,200. Tyler Consolidated High School also rated C
with a score of 658.38 out of 1,500. The high school’s
grade reflects not only attendance and performance, but
graduation rate and completion of career and technical
education performance. Tyler Consolidate Middle
School earned the lowest score in the county with a D
ranking with 477.62 out of 1,200.

According to the WVBOE’s website, West Virginia’s
accountability system is designed to provide parents
and communities with an annual update on multiple
measures that together show how well students are
learning, growing and achieving. An A-F grading scale
is used to show where schools have success and areas
that need improvement. 

An accountability system helps ensure parents have ob-
jective information on their students’ academic
achievement, while empowering state and district lead-
ers to identify struggling students and schools.

EMS ASK ABOUT BILLING
OIL & GAS COMPANIES

MIDDLEBOURNE – Members of the Middlebourne
Emergency Medical Services had a couple of questions
for the Tyler County Commission during its Nov. 9
meeting.

Apparently, there has been an issue with incidents in-
volving oil and gas wellpads, especially with the vehi-
cles. EMS members said they have had to sit at a scene
for at least three hours waiting for assistance to offload
the cargo from the wrecked vehicle.

They asked about getting the correct addresses for the
companies involved and if they could be compensated
for the manpower used while sitting at the site. The
commissioners said they were not sure and would look
into the issue but, believes first responders should be
compensated for their time.

Also, EMS members asked the commission if they
have another county vehicle the organization could use
on runs instead of sending an ambulance if needed for
assistance. The commissioners agreed to look into it.

In other business:

The commission agreed to move the next meeting from
Nov. 23 to Nov. 30 due to the Thanksgiving holiday.

Prosecuting attorney Luke Furbee said he has looked
over the contract with WYK Architects and said he
made some changes in the contract and will email it to
the commission to look over and be ready to sign.

Furbee said he wanted to remove the binding arbitra-
tion clause and pay the company a lump sum of at least
$18,000. 

Commission President Eric Vincent said he hopes the
commission can come up with a decision by the Nov.
30 meeting so as to get the project of renovating the
courthouse underway.

Eric Peters with the Tyler County Development Au-
thority asked the commissioners if they would consider
the construction of another road around the Bens Run

Industrial Park. Peters said currently there is no other
access road in the area and the new road would allow
20 acres to be developed. Cost of the new road would
be about $400,000.

TYLER COUNTY MAYORS CHOSE
CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT

SISTERSVILLE – All four mayors representing cities
in Tyler County came together at Sistersville’s City
Hall Wednesday, Nov. 16, to judge Christmas orna-
ments made by local residents. 

The contest, expanded this year to include entries from
Tyler County, is sponsored by the Pleasants Area Cham-
ber of Commerce. Chamber executive Jody Murphy
wanted to insure that Pleasants and Tyler counties had
artists represented on the state’s “artistree” in Charleston
and the chamber received several submissions.

“They were all very well done,” Murphy said.

The winner for Tyler County was well-known Middle-
bourne artist Hilda Steen. The 86-year-old created a
wooden ornament painted black with a Christmas
mouse blowing a trumpet in front of a Christmas tree. 

While Steen’s submission was the unanimous favorite
of Sistersville’s Mayor Bill Rice, Joel Davis of Paden
City, Bonnie Hostuttler from Friendly and Middle-
bourne’s Charlie Delauder, each preferred a different
runner up from the more than a dozen presented. 

“Everyone did a great job and they were all very cre-
ative,” Rice said.

FORMER ORMET BARGE FACILITIES
SEE INCREASE IN TRAFFIC

HANNIBAL – The riverfront facilities at the Center
Port Terminal at the former Ormet Aluminum plant site
in Monroe County, Ohio, have seen business triple
since owner Niagara Worldwide LLC engaged Pitts-
burgh-based McKees Rocks Harbor Services to man-
age the river barge loading and unloading operation.

“I think we made a great decision to engage MRHS to
manage our harbor,” Eric J. Spirtas, owner of Center
Port Terminal, said in a press release. “They under-
stand the region and the increasing demand of our ten-
ants’ harbor needs for water-based transloading
services.”

Center Port Terminal’s fleeting operations has a port ca-
pacity of 3.6 million tons annually with slip space for
52 barges. It also has connections to the Norfolk South-
ern Railroad through the Ohio Terminal Railroad. 

The 1,700-acre site already has several gas and oil-re-
lated tenants occupying more than 700,000 square feet
of existing buildings.

Tyler County mayors, from left: Joel Davis of Paden
City, Charlie Delauder of Middlebourne, Bonnie
Hostuttler of Friendly and Bill Rice of Sistersville.



OIL & GAS BRIEFS

Comments
due Dec. 23 on

compressor
station in
Reader

O
n Aug. 17, 2016, Blue Racer
Midstream LLC applied to the
West Virginia Department of En-

vironmental Protection, Division of Air
Quality for a permit to construct a natu-
ral gas compressor station located off of
Highway 52, Reader, Wetzel County, at
latitude 39.57547 and longitude -
80.71859. 

A preliminary evaluation has determined
that all state and federal air quality re-
quirements will be met by the proposed
facility. The DAQ is providing notice to
the public of its preliminary determina-
tion to issue the permit as R13-3336.

The following potential emissions will
be authorized by this permit action: Ox-
ides of Nitrogen, 32.94 tons per year
(TPY); Carbon Monoxide, 84.15 TPY;
Volatile Organic Compounds, 58.10
TPY; Particulate Matter less than 10 mi-
crons, 2.39 TPY; Sulfur Dioxide, 0.17
TPY; Total Hazardous Air Pollutants,
6.39 TPY; Formaldehyde, 2.58 TPY;
Carbon Dioxide Equivalents, 28,036
TPY.

Written comments or requests for a pub-
lic meeting must be received by the
DAQ before 5 p.m. Friday, Dec. 23,
2016. A public meeting may be held if
the director of the DAQ determines that
significant public interest has been ex-
pressed, in writing, or when the director
deems it appropriate.

The purpose of the DAQ’s permitting

process is to make a preliminary deter-
mination if the proposed construction
will meet all state and federal air quality
requirements. The purpose of the public
review process is to accept public com-
ments on air quality issues relevant to
this determination. Only written com-
ments received at the address noted
below within the specified time frame,
or comments presented orally at a sched-
uled public meeting, will be considered
prior to final action on the permit. All
such comments will become part of the
public record.

Jerry Williams, P.E.; WV Department of
Environmental Protection; Division of
Air Quality; 601 57th St. SE; Charleston,
WV 25304. Telephone: 304/926-0499,
ext. 1223. FAX: 304/926-0478.

Additional information, including
copies of the draft permit, application
and all other supporting materials rele-
vant to the permit decision may be ob-
tained by contacting the engineer listed
above. The draft permit and engineering
evaluation can be downloaded at:

www.dep.wv.gov/daq/Pages/NSRPer-
mitsforReview.aspx.

DEP ISSUES AREA
DRILLING PERMITS

The West Virginia Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection has issued the fol-
lowing drilling permits for this region:

Week of Oct. 31: One vertical drilling
permit was issued for Tyler County to
EQT Production Company. One plug-
ging permit was issued for Wetzel
County to Consolidated Coal Company.

Week of Nov. 7: No local permits.

U.S. DRILLING RIG COUNT
CLIMBS POST-ELECTION

The number of drilling rigs exploring for
oil and gas across the United States
soared the week following the election,
according to the weekly counts provided
by Baker Hughes, a Houston-based oil-
field services company.

The week ending Nov. 11 saw an overall
drop of one rig for a total of 568 – 452

rigs sought oil and 115 explored for nat-
ural gas. One was listed as miscella-
neous. 

Ohio gained one rig for a total of 15.
Pennsylvania lost one rig for a total of
26 and West Virginia was unchanged
with 10 rigs.

For the week ending Nov. 18, the na-
tional rig count jumped by 20 for a total
of 588, the largest increase since the
peak of the shale oil boom two years
ago. Oil rigs increased by 19 for a total
of 471 and gas rigs were up by one to
116. Miscellaneous rigs was unchanged
at one.

Last year 169 rigs were active. Oil rigs
are down 93, gas rigs down 77, and mis-
cellaneous rigs up 1.

In the tri-state region, Ohio gained three
rigs for a total of 18, Pennsylvania lost
another rig to bring that count to 25 and
West Virginia was unchanged with  10
rigs operating in the Mountain State.

The U.S. rig count peaked at 4,530 in
1981 and bottomed out in May at 404.
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WEST VIRGINIANS 
INVITED TO SUBMIT 

PHOTOS FOR MILITARY,
FIRST RESPONDER

RECOGNITION TREES
CHARLESTON – Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin and First
Lady Joanne Jaeger Tomblin have invited all West Vir-
ginians to honor the state’s military men and women and
first responders by submitting photos to be showcased
on the two recognition trees located in the Governor’s
Reception Room during the upcoming holiday season.

“The recognition trees are an important part of our
family’s holiday celebration, and Joanne and I are ex-
cited to continue this tradition of honoring heroic West
Virginians who selflessly serve our communities and
our country every day,” Tomblin said. “I am thankful
for our military men and women and first responders
across our state who put their lives at risk to keep us
safe and protect our freedoms at home and abroad. We
hope West Virginians will join us in honoring those
who have dedicated their lives to protecting us.” 

“This time of year, it is especially important that we
show our enduring gratitude to our military and first
responders, and their loved ones, for continually con-
tributing to the health, well-being and safety of our
state and nation,” First Lady Tomblin said. “The gov-
ernor and I hope these recognition trees serve as a way
to honor these West Virginians throughout the holiday
season and beyond.”

Those wishing to participate are asked to submit pho-
tos of their loved ones or friends who have served or
are currently serving in the military or as a first respon-
der. The recognition trees will be displayed in the Gov-
ernor’s Reception Room at the State Capitol Complex
during the upcoming holiday season.

Please submit photo copies. Submitted photos will not
be returned. The military recognition form and tag can
be downloaded here. The first responder recognition
form and tag can be downloaded here.

All photos, along with the submission form and tag,
must be received by Wednesday, Nov. 30, and should
be emailed to first.lady@wv.gov or mailed to: West
Virginia Governor’s Mansion; ATTN: Tina Amburgey;
1716 Kanawha Blvd. East; Charleston, WV 25305.

TOMBLIN ANNOUNCES ACTIONS
TO FILL CURRENT FY 2017

BUDGET DEFICIT
CHARLESTON – Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin recently an-
nounced an across-the-board mid-year budget cut of 2
percent for most West Virginia government agencies, a
move made necessary due to the state’s General Rev-
enue Fund falling behind by more than $87 million
since July.

“This was a tough decision that stemmed from sus-

tained budgetary challenges, but we must continue act-
ing responsibly and taking the necessary steps to keep
our state strong,” Tomblin said. “While the cuts we’re
enacting will not be easy, we must ensure a balanced
budget, long-term financial stability for West Virginia,
and smart decisions that allow for continuity of essen-
tial services for West Virginians.” 

In addition to spending cuts, which include an $11.134
million reduction to the School Aid Formula and a $25
million one-time reduction to Medicaid, Tomblin an-
nounced the state hiring freeze will continue and
nonessential travel for state employees remains restricted.
Legislative leaders have been briefed on the situation. 

As of Nov. 2, cumulative revenue collections were
$87.4 million below estimate, with numbers revealing
that Consumer Sales and Use, along with Corporate
Net Income taxes, were the hardest hit in October. The
cumulative deficit in General Revenue Fund sales tax
collections rose to $35.2 million last month, with more
than 62 percent of the shortfall attributable to July col-
lections. 

In addition to the cuts that represent approximately
$59.8 million, Tomblin issued an Executive Order redi-
recting certain revenues, totaling $25.5 million, cur-
rently dedicated to payment of the unfunded liability
of the Workers’ Compensation Debt Reduction Fund to
the General Revenue Fund for Fiscal Year 17. This au-
thority was granted to the governor through the Legis-
lature’s passage of Senate Bill 419 during the 2016
Regular Session. Even with this redirect, dedicated rev-
enues continue paying down the workers’ comp debt. 

“We expect these budget trends to continue, so we will
be looking at additional remedies as a new budget year
approaches,” said Tomblin. “Certainly, our hope is to
avoid additional cuts, while both reductions and one-
time revenue sources will remain on the table. My goal
is to act fiscally responsibly, as we have done throughout
my administration, so West Virginia is on the strongest
footing possible with new transitions on the horizon.”
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By Diane Pottorff

TYLER COUNTY – People do different
things for Thanksgiving. The majority
does enjoy a turkey dinner with all the
fixings, or maybe some ham.

After dinner, many relax by taking a nap,
watching football or getting a start on
Christmas shopping with Black Friday
deals. Many also take advantage of a day
off to do some deer hunting.

Several residents talked with The INN-
former about how they intend to spend
Thanksgiving and the traditions they
share with friends and family.

“We do some-
thing at my
mom’s then we
are going to
Akron, Ohio,”
Tom Cooper of
Birch Run said.
“We have a big
family get to-
gether. This will
be the first year
without my fa-
ther and it will be
a little different.
We are going to Akron for Black Friday.”

Connie Boyd of Sistersville usually has
family at her house or goes to her brother’s
in Ranson or her daughter’s in Fredericks-
burg, Maryland. “Come Thanksgiving day,
my daughter goes to the Tangier’s Outlet
Mall in Washington, Pennsylvania, to shop
on Black Friday,” she said.

Katrina Byers of
Sistersville said
she will be host-
ing her hus-
band’s family
dinner at her
house where she
will be serving
turkey and make
cranberry salad.
“We always
have family at
our house,”
Byers said.

Many people look forward to spending
time with family, especially grandchildren.

“I will be spend-
ing Thanksgiv-
ing with my
family, my kids
and grandkids
eating dinner,”
John Stender of
Middlebourne
said. “It’s utter
chaos for three
days. I use to
hunt, but I am
older now and I
can’t do it. So,
we will eat,

watch football and play with the grand-
children.”

Charles “Pork”
Smith of Mid-
dlebourne said
he will be with
his daughter and
grandchildren
watching foot-
ball, eating and
taking a nap. 

Tami Billiter of
Paden City said
she is in the
midst of moving
into a new house
so she doesn’t know what she will be
doing, but said she usually has family
come to the house where they eat and
watch football.

“I will be with
my family, kids
and grandchil-
dren,” Eric Vin-
cent of
Sistersville said.
“We have turkey
and dressing and
all the fixings.
It’s food, fellow-
ship and foot-
ball.”

Richard Smith
of Timber Ridge

said he intends to stay home and be with
friends cooking and hanging out with
family, watching the children have fun.

One person has to find an alternative to

such traditional
foods as mashed
potatoes.

“I am having a
family dinner,”
Mary Dotson of
Middlebourne
said. “Every
thing will be
gluten-free as
some members
of my family
have allergies.
We will have
other traditional foods such as turkey,
noodles but there are some things that
will have to change.”

“I will be spending the day with my son
and family,” Barbara Vincent of Sis-
tersville said. “I will be talking to my
youngest son who lives in Seattle, Wash-
ington.”

Harold Dally of
Sistersville will
be eating turkey.
“I will be having
dinner,” Dally
said. “My wife
died and I am by
myself. My wife
was interested in
the holidays and
she would get
in the closets
and find one
more thing of
decorations.”

Greg Goodfel-
low of Friendly
will be going to
his daughter and
s o n - i n - l a w ’s
new house in Vi-
enna where they
will eat turkey,
green beans,
watch football
and the girls do
Black Friday.

Julie Efaw of
Paden City will

spend Thanksgiving with family. “We go
out at midnight for Black Friday, but we

don’t leave until midnight,” Efaw said.
“I also hunt with my father.”

Alex King of Sistersville said he will
spend time with family and catching up
on volunteer work. His mother’s sisters
come in and “we eat a lot, sit, talk and
visit.” He will also do some reading and
take a nap.

“I will be cooking and making dinner,”
Alicia Thomas of Sistersville said. “My
sister will be coming in from Florida and
will be visiting. I have not seen her for a
year. We do whatever the kids want by
having their favorite foods and watch
football.”

“I plan to see my grandson, watch foot-
ball and eat,” her husband Paul said.

Some people have to work on Thanks-
giving and make plans to celebrate at an-
other time.

“I will be working,” Bonnie Hizer of
Sistersville said. “We will do Thanks-
giving on Saturday. I don’t want to fight
with my in-laws, so we have the family
on Saturday then we go Christmas
shopping. Plus, I have my daughters to
myself. We have turkey and ham and
my sisters make pies. I hope to get to
meet my first great-grandchild who
lives in Columbus, Ohio. We do noth-
ing special but have a meal, sit and talk.
My family tries to get together for
Thanksgiving.”

“I go to my cousin’s house for the family
get together,” Keith Van Camp of Paden
Fork said. “We have turkey and all the
trimmings, pumpkin pie. We get together
and count our blessings.”

TOM COOPER
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Residents share Thanksgiving plans

GREG
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RESTAURANT REVIEW 

Spagna’s in 
Marietta makes for
a good evening out

By Mary Crawley 

O
n a tree lined street in a picturesque and mainly
residential neighborhood in Marietta is the lo-
cally infamous Italian restaurant Spagna. From

the outside it could be your cozy neighborhood cafe.
On the inside is a well appointed and elegant multiroom
eatery. We have eaten here before and it always war-
ranted a return, so I finally decided to do an official re-
view for the few readers who may have never ventured
inside.

Spagna always has an appetizing standard menu on
offer along with creative specials. On this visit, I was
intrigued by an appetizer special – stuffed artichoke
hearts. I love everything about artichokes, so obviously
this was going to be my choice for the evening. My
dining partner, a genuine creature of Italian restaurant
habit chose his usual, fried calamari. The appetizers
arrived very timely and my stuffed artichokes looked
amazing. I was excited. Unfortunately, I was left dis-
appointed by them. It’s a promising concept, and the
execution was very artistic, but the garlic was over-
whelming to the point of inedibility and there wasn’t a
lot of other stuffing aside from garlic and breadcrumbs
to speak about. I would love to see them try this again
with a different filling because really they have the tal-
ent to pull off something truly amazing here. I have
ordered their eggplant rolatini in the past and that is

what will most likely be my choice in the future. My
partner’s fried calamari was a different story. He en-
joyed them immensely and the texture and quality of

the meat was top notch handling for a fussy dish, as
was the dipping sauce.

We both chose an a la carte ceasar salad. It was nicely
prepared and appointed. The dressing was excellent
and we enjoyed the crusty bread that arrived with it.
There was a little bit of a wait between salads and en-
trees, but it wasn’t unpleasant. The atmosphere was re-
laxed and I sipped a crispy glass of riesling to pass the
time.

Because we normally choose a pasta dish for our en-
trees, we decided on a different direction for dinner this
evening. I had the grilled salmon with garlic smashed
potatoes and green beans, while my partner chose the
broiled scallops with baked potato and beans. The
salmon was a nice sized filet, simply seasoned and
broiled crisp. When I order salmon, I generally prefer
being asked how I would like it prepared as I am partial
to a medium doneness. I wasn’t asked, but the filet was
very much how I enjoy it. Not dark pink enough to be
unappetizing, but not overbroiled either. Just simple
and tender. The garlic mashed were very tasty. Even
after the copious amount of raw garlic I had consumed
in my appetizer, I was still able to appreciate the fla-
voring of the potatoes. My partner also commended
the preparation of his scallops and was extremely
pleased with the accompanying amount of lemon gar-
lic butter that they were bathed in. All in all, two
seafood dishes that can be easily prepared poorly, but
were done very nicely for us.

We didn’t order dessert this evening. It was tempting,
but our meal was fully satisfying on its own. At some
point I will go again and just review their desserts as
there were too many that sounded inviting to choose
between. All in all, a very good evening out. Try
Spagna’s. It’s your neighborhood Italian eatery.
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O, Christmas Tree! Making sure your Christmas tree is safe
By Charles Winslow

W
hile some people may prefer
the ease and convenience of an
artificial Christmas tree, purists

know there is nothing quite as festive as
the smell and appearance of a real tree.
But to keep a real tree looking and
smelling fresh requires a little bit of work.

Choosing a tree is an art form. Before
getting into your sleigh and heading out
to buy a tree, measure the area you want
to put it in. Pay special attention to the
ceiling height in the room it will be
placed. Leave plenty of room for the tree
topper, the ornament that goes on the
top. Bringing home the perfect tree and
discovering it won’t fit where you want
it can be disappointing.

If you are thinking of buying a tree from
a retailer, take a close look at it before
the purchase. Many trees are cut weeks
in advance and shipped over long dis-
tances, others have been freeze- dried
prior to shipping. These tend to quickly
dry out. A suggestion is to take your
hand and run it along a branch. If a lot
of needles come off, then chose another,
preferably local, tree lot. Make sure
your tree is fresh! 

Trees need to be put in water as soon as
possible. If you’re buying a tree that was
pre-cut, it’s best to cut a half-inch or so
off of the bottom to avoid a hard sap seal
that will prevent the tree from getting
enough water. Using a bit of warm water
when putting the tree up will help dis-
solve some of the sap.

Keep the tree away from heating ducts
and radiators because they will cause
your tree to dry out quickly. As a tree can
drink up over a half a gallon of water a
day, make sure you water it daily.

Tree safety is also very important.

The American Christmas Tree Associa-
tion lists fires as the number one safety
issue of the Christmas season. Fires can
be brought on by electrical faults on ar-
tificial trees and by the dryness of a
dying tree.

Do not place your tree near heat sources
or by a fireplace.

Also, make sure you turn off the lights
when you leave your home or when
sleeping. Never use real candles on or
near a Christmas tree.

Children and pets are drawn to the bright
lights and decorations on a tree. Such
items as tinsel, garlands and glass orna-
ments are hazards that require some
planning and forethought. Place larger
and less breakable decorations at the
base of the tree and put more fragile dec-
orations up out of reach. 

If your decorations are ingested, they can
be a choking hazard and cause a visit to
the Emergency Room or veterinarian.
Electrical cords can also cause a fire if
chewed on by your pet.

From experience, households with cats
should tie the tree off so that when (not
if) your feline friends decide to go climb-
ing the whole tree doesn’t fall over.

Some trees may be coated with sprays
such as fire retardant, fertilizers or insec-
ticides. The needles and branches may
be coated with these toxic substances
and can be harmful if eaten. Make sure
your child or pet is not chewing or play-
ing with the branches or fallen needles.

Use a tree skirt to catch fallen needles, it
will make clean up a lot easier.

By properly caring for your tree and pay-
ing attention to your children and pets
you and your family are sure to have a
safe and happy holiday.

A
s any pet owner will proudly say, our furry

little friends are part of our family and we

just love having them take part of our holi-

day celebrations. Yes, we wrap gifts for them. My

wife lives to buy our little West Highland terrier

cutesy little holiday sweaters. Our Siberian

Husky, however, will have no part of it. 

And just like children at Christmas time, we

have cherished and often funny memories of

our fur babies. 

Up until recently I had a mean and rotten

Siamese cat named Ping. Typical of Siamese,

she would climb anything. Curtains, furniture,

my leg and, of course, our Christmas trees.

More than once I would come down the stairs

and see her peering out from the middle of the

tree. Once our eyes met she would start bat-

ting the ornaments off the tree and onto the

floor.

She is the reason I suggest trees should be tied

off if a cat is present. More than once her love

of climbing caused a Yule-time disaster.

One of our little girls was another Westie named Tay-

lor, who was a very intelligent little dog. And, typical

of her breed, she was a thief and a hoarder.

She used to come to work with us and one of her fa-

vorite chew toys turned out to be shotgun shells. She

would sneak into my maintenance shop, pull open a

drawer and take one or two shells out at a time and

hide them for later enjoyment. 

She also had an affinity for Christmas lights. One

Christmas we had set up a tree at work and one by

one the lights at the base of the tree would disappear.

We thought someone on our staff was playing a game

with us. Then one day, when Taylor thought she was

out of our sight, I watched her carefully pull a light

bulb out of the string and then jump up and bury it

under the couch cushions. I went over and lifted the

cushion and discovered more than a dozen light

bulbs.

“Hey, little girl, no matter how many of these bulbs

you steal and eat you are not going to get any

brighter,” I told our pouting little doggie. She, of

course, looked up at me with her dark and intelligent

eyes as if to say: ‘But daddy!” Boy, did she get mad

and downright vicious when it was time to put her

Christmas sweater away. 

At the same time we also had a grand Scot-

tish Terrier named Erastus, a good but rather

dumb little dog. The Pudge was twice the

size of a normal little Scottie dog and

weighed in at 45 pounds.

Unless you pulled his tail, Erastus was a gen-

tle dog and loved to play and eat. He would

run around playing and then suddenly stop,

walk over to his food bowl and eat before re-

suming his hijinks. 

He did have an insatiable appetite and years

later our friends will still tell stories about his

more memorable feasts. Trust me when I tell

you there is nothing quite like the eye-water-

ing stench and gas of when the little fellow

hoovered through an entire bag of Cool

Ranch Doritos. As a result, to this day, I cannot stand

the smell of them.

The same year that Taylor was stealing light bulbs

off of the tree Erastus figured if she could find some-

thing edible on the tree so could he. 

Nothing says Christmas like having a black Scottish

Terrier decked out in a red Christmas sweater pranc-

ing around with tinsel hanging out of his butt.

Holidays at home with the pets
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REAL ESTATE
MAINTENANCE

Do you enjoy fixing things and
working with your hands? If so,
then this opportunity will be great
for you! The Woda Group is look-
ing for experienced Maintenance
Technicians for our Sistersville,
WV location. If interested, please
go online to our website at
www.wodagroup.com and apply!

MANAGER

Do you enjoy working with people
and want to be in management? If
so, then this position is for you!
The Woda Group is looking for an
Apartment Managerin Sistersville,
WV. For more details, please go
online to our website at
www.woda-group.com and apply. 

FINANCIAL
CUSTOMER SERVICE 

REPRESENTATIVE 

Peoples Bank , Wells Street, Sis-
tersville, WV. Apply On-line
www.peoplesbancorp.com

RETAIL/ SALES
MANAGER TRAINEE

Dollar General, 123 Main St., Mid-
dlebourne, WV. (304) 451-0035 or
apply in person

P/T SALES ASSOCIATE

Goodwill Industries, 259 WV-2,
New Martinsville,WV, Apply in
person

CUSTOMER SERVICE
ASSOCIATES

PAR MAR, Par Mar is accepting

applications for Customer Service

Associates, Apply in person at:

Rt 7 Hannibal, Ohio 
Rt 18 Middlebourne, WV
Chelsea St. Sistersville, WV

ASSISTANT MANAGER

Shoe Sensation, 140 North State
Route 2, New Martinsville, Retail
experience needed apply online
www.shoesensation.com

PART TIME ASSOCIATE

Dollar General, 123 Main St, 
Middlebourne , (304) 451-0035 or
apply in person

ACCEPTING 
APPLICATIONS

PAR MAR, Ohio Route 7, Hanni-
bal, OH, Apply in person 

SALES ASSOCIATE

Family Dollar, 523 Diamond St.,
Sistersville, WV, Accepting Appli-
cations

ROUTE SALES

Clarko-Bingo, Call Lowell Clark ,
Toll Free (800) 282-5060

ACCEPTING 
APPLICATIONS

Label Shop, 1220 North State
Route 2 New Martinsville

HIRING PART TIME

Save-A-Lot, 223 Rt 2 New Mar-
tinsville, WV, Apply in Person

CREW MEMBERS
PART TIME

KFC, 210 North State Route 2
New Martinsville, APPLY IN
PERSON

SALES ASSOCIATE

Shoe Sensation, 140 North State
Route 2, New Martinsville, 
Apply online www.shoesensa-
tion.com

SALES/ DRIVER 
PART TIME 

Advance Auto Parts, New Mar-
tinsville, Apply online www.ad-
vanceautoparts.JOBS 

ALL POSITIONS FULL/ PT

AT&T Retailer, 1228 North 
State Route 2 New Martinsville,
apply online. http://www.mypro-
tel.com/job-opportunities.html

KEY HOLDER/ SALES
FULL/PT

Dollar General, Route 2 Paden
City, Apply online: www2.dol-
largeneral.com/DG-Careers

INDUSTRIAL/ 
MECHANICAL 

CDL CLASS A/ B TANK
TRUCK DRIVERS

Dana Transport. Friendly, Must
have 2 years verifiable tank truck
experience and TWICK card. Apply
online www.danacompanies.com
under “Employment” tab.

EXPERIENCED BODY 
TECHNICIAN 

A-1 Automotive, 299 Virginia St.,
New Martinsville, Apply in Person

CDL-CLASS A DRIVERS  

Murray Trucking -- 55 Union St.,
New Martinsville, Apply in Person 

HEALTHCARE
SISTERSVILLE 

GENERAL HOSPITAL

314 South Wells St., Medical Lab
Technician/ Medical Lab Tech-
nologist — Full Time (2 Positions);
Sleep Medicine Technician —
RGPST preferred; PRN RN, 
Medical/ Surgical — Full Time, 
7 p.m. shift, WV RN license and
at least 1 year experience 
required. Apply online at www.sis-
tersvillehospital.com/careers

Genesis — New Martinsville 225
Russell Avenue, New Martinsville,
WV, Certified Nursing Asst., Per-
sonal Care Associate, Maintenance
Assistant, Licensed Practical Nurse,
Laundry Aide, Housekeeping Aide,
Dietary Aide, Apply in Person or on-
line at ww.genesishcc.com/career-
opportunities

Genesis – Sistersville. 201 Wood
Street, Sistersville, WV, Certified
Nursing Assistant, Licensed Practi-
cal Nurse, Registered Nurse, Apply
in Person or online at ww.gene-
sishcc.com/career-opportunities

RESTAURANT
P/T CASHIER 

Burger King, Apply in Person,
1248 WV-2, New Martinsville

P/T COOK

Burger King, Apply in Person,
1248 WV-2, New Martinsville

COOKS, WAIT STAFF
AND DISHWASHERS 

Choo Choo’s Restaurant, State
Route 2, New Martinsville, Apply
in Person 

DELIVERY DRIVER 

Dominos Pizza, 275 North State Rt

2 New Martinsville, 
Apply in person or online at
jobs.dominos.com

COOK AND WAITRESS

Debby’s Speedway Diner, Rt 18
Middlebourne, WV, Apply in person 

DELIVERY DRIVER 

Dominos Pizza, 326 South 4th,
Paden City, Apply in person or on-
line at jobs.dominos.com 

ALL POSITIONS

Pizza Hut, Accepting Applications,
390 WV-2, New Martinsville, WV

PART TIME

COOK/ WAIT STAFF

Marv’s Place, 37143 Muskingum
Street, Sardis, Ohio 43946, (740)
483-9999.

HOTELS
HOUSEKEEPER

New Martinsville Inn, 166 State
Route 2, New Martinsville, Apply
in person

CLASSIFIED ADS
HELP WANTED

NEED 
HELP?

The INNformer 

accepts FREE help

wanted ads from

area businesses. 

Call or fax to 

304-652-1312, 

or send 

an email to

thewellsinn@gmail.com

to place your ad

today!

Now 
covering

Washington
& Monroe
counties
in Ohio ...
Look for 

expanded
Help Wanted

listings 
coming
soon!

The INNformer

now accepts

advertising.

Call today! 

304-652-1312

Housing
wanted

Seeking 5 Bedroom, 2 bath

house with garage for $700 per

month. Will pay more 

if in Sistersville. Please 

call (904) 318-5769 or email

deborahlap@yahoo.com. 

INDOOR WINTER
STORAGE 
AT PADEN CITY 

DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

FOR BOATS, RVS & CAMPERS 

$30 PER MONTH 

LEAVE MESSAGE 
AT (304) 337-8712.

Paden City Police to get use of department cell phone
By Diane Pottorff

PADEN CITY – The Paden City Police
Department is getting a cell phone to use
when a dispatcher is not available.

According to Police Chief Bob Postleth-
wait, the dispatcher leaves at 4 p.m. and
there is no one to answer the police de-
partment phone until 8 a.m. the next day.

“The calls were forwarded to our per-
sonal cell phones,” Postlethwait said.
“This will be better.”

Postlethwait asked the Paden City council
to approve the purchase of a cell phone
during its Monday, Nov. 7, meeting.

Recorder Tami Billiter said there was a
phone available that already belonged to
the police department but it was not con-
nected to any line. Billiter said all they

have to do, if approved by council, is to
turn the cell phone on. Council approved
unanimously.

Postlethwait said the department number,
304-337-2281, will be answered by a po-
lice officer once the dispatcher goes off
duty. He also said if a phone number
would need to be used as evidence, the of-
ficers would have to give up their personal
phones. But, with the police department-
owned phone, it would not be a problem.

Also, council approved the hiring of a
part-time police officer. Once again,
Postlethwait approached council asking
to allow him to hire a part-time police of-
ficer to fill in when needed.

He added another reason, traffic control
around the Paden City elementary and
high schools. Council had approved

making the alleyway behind the high
school football field one way and to
work on clearing parked cars from
around the elementary school. Postleth-
wait said the officer can help with the
problems as well as with others.

Questions did arise about the officer’s
training at the State Police Academy to
which Postlethwait said the city does not
pay for a part-time officer to attend.

He said there are five candidates who
have passed the physical agility tests,
background checks and just needed to be
interviewed.

“This officer would be available for our
use,” he said. “Right now, we have to
rely on four agencies for who would be
available to work when we need them.”

Postlethwait said hiring the new officer

would cut down on the overtime. He noted
the department’s newest officer will not
graduate from the academy until Dec. 16.

Councilman Clyde Hochstrasser moved to
approve hiring a new officer with Susan
Postlethwait seconding. The motion was
approved 4-1 with Ken Stead voting no.
Councilman John Staggers was absent.

The chief also reported on the Shop With
a Cop program. He said they have re-
ceived many donations and are working
on getting a list from the elementary
teachers  to take those students shopping.

For those who have all-terrain vehicles
whose registration is not up-to-date, they
have until Jan. 1 to get current or face re-
ceiving a citation. Postlethwait said out
of all the ATVs registered within city lim-
its, only 12 are current and 90 are not.



Around
the region

SISTERSVILLE

CHRISTMAS PARADE SET DEC. 2
The annual Sistersville Christmas Parade will step off
at 7 p.m. Friday, Dec. 2. Lineup will begin at 6:30 p.m.
on Riverside Drive. Santa Claus will be at the Gaslight
Theater following the parade. For lineup information,
call Carmen Silliman at 304-652-2392 or Barbara Vin-
cent at 304-652-2939. Children are welcome to make
an ornament to hang on the Christmas tree at the city
building. Bring the ornament by 5:30 p.m. prior to the
lighting of the tree.

CANDLELIGHT REMEMBRANCE DEC. 6
Myers Funeral Home staff invites anyone who may
have experienced the loss of a loved one this year or in
years past to attend their annual candlelight remem-
brance service Tuesday, Dec. 6, at 6 p.m. You are wel-
come to bring a framed photo of your loved one to be
displayed during the service. Light refreshments will
be served after. Call 304-652-6531 to give them an idea
on how many are planning to attend.

LIBRARY OFFERS CLASSES
Sistersville Public Library offers a Lego class for the
young and young at heart every Tuesday from 5 p.m. to
7 p.m.  Story Hour is held every Thursday from 5 p.m.
to 6 p.m.  Call 304-652-6701 for more information.

VALENTINE CONCERT AT 
GOLD DERRICK GALLERY FEB. 18

ArtsLink’s annual Valentine concert will feature per-
cussionist Roger Humphries Saturday, Feb. 18, at the
Gold Derrick Gallery in Sistersville. Humphries is a
well-known Pittsburgh area jazz musician, rated by
music critics as one of the most exciting percussionists
in the business. He has provided the rhythmic beat for
music legends Ray Charles, Stanley Turrentine, James
Moody and many others during his brilliant career.
Humphries will present a 6:30 p.m. lecture for concert-
goers that evening, followed by a 7:30 p.m. perform-
ance. The show is sponsored by Mensore Distributing
and Dean & Mary Rohrig. Persons with special needs,
or for additional information, call the Arts Link office
at 304-455-2278.

MUSEUM NOW OPEN
The Sistersville Museum – with many new acquisitions
– is open from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Fridays, Saturdays and
Sundays. Call 304-652-1707 for more information.

FOOD, CLOTHING 
HANDOUT WEDNESDAYS

Every Wednesday, the Sistersville Ministerial Associ-

ation hands out food and clothing from 9 a.m. to noon
at the First Baptist Church in Sistersville.

MIDDLEBOURNE 

CHRISTMAS EVENTS DEC. 3
The Middlebourne United Methodist Women will serve
soup, sandwiches, pepperoni rolls and holiday sweet
treats following the Middlebourne Christmas parade,
which begins at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 3. The food
will be on sale at the Tyler County Public Library im-
mediately following the parade. The town will also be
sponsoring a holiday Bands on Broad program at 1
p.m. that day at the gazebo, weather permitting, featur-
ing local school choirs. If there is inclement weather,
the concert will be moved to the senior center on
Cherry Street. The UMW will also be selling their food
items during the concert.

ITALIAN DINNER SET DEC. 8
The Tyler County Senior Center will hold an Italian
dinner fundraiser Thursday, Dec. 8, 4 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Choice of spaghetti and meatballs or chicken carbonara
with salad, garlic toast, assorted desserts and beverage
for $10. Children age 10 and under eat for free. The
event will be held in the Senior Center dining room on
Cherry Street, Middlebourne. For more information
call (304) 758-5153. 

TCPL STORY  HOUR RETURNS
Story hour at the Tyler County Public Library in Mid-
dlebourne is held each Thursday at 1 p.m. Call 304-
758-4304 to register your 3, 4 and 5 year olds.

TYLER TURKEY TROT SLATED NOV. 26
The 2nd annual Tyler Turkey Trot 5K Walk/Run, spon-
sored by the Tyler Consolidated cross Country team,
will be held Saturday, Nov. 26. Registration begins at
8:30, Walk/Run starts 10 a.m. Entry fee is $15 per per-
son before Nov. 19 and $20  after and on day of race.
T-shirts available to first 125 registrants. Door prizes.
For information contact Jonay Corley at (304) 771-
8112 or jonaycorley@gmail.com.

PIANIST AT TCHS MARCH 21
ArtsLink will close the season with concert pianist
Clipper Erickson at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 21, at
Tyler Consolidated High School. Erickson is a prize
winner of international competitions and has performed
as a soloist with orchestras and in recitals throughout
Europe and the United States. He is particularly de-
voted to interpreting American music from the past and
present in addition to his powerful renditions of the
great classical repertoire. His free concert is sponsored
by the Stealey Community Fund, a component fund of
the Community Foundation for the Ohio Valley Inc.
Persons with special needs, or for additional informa-
tion, call the Arts Link office at 304-455-2278.

FRIENDLY

JOIN THE LIONS
The Friendly Lions Club is holding a membership
drive. The club is open to anyone in the Tyler County
area who is at least 18 years of age. Meetings begin at
6:30 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month at
the Friendly Community Center in Friendly. For more
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information, contact Lion Dan Heintzman at (304) 652-
1766 or deheintzman@msn.com.

PADEN CITY

FIRE HALL FISH DINNER NOV. 30
The Paden City Fire Company Auxiliary will hold a a
fish fry Wednesday, Nov. 30, from 3:30 p.m. to 6:30
p.m. at the fire hall on West Main Street. Coleman fish
sandwiches, sides, drinks, sloppy joes and desserts will
be available. Eat-in or take out  (304) 337-9289.

LIBRARY PRESENTS STORY TIME
Paden City Public Library offers pre-school story hour
every Friday at noon through November. Stories,
songs, games, snacks and crafts. No charge, but register
your child at 304-337-9333.

GARDEN CLUB MEETS 
The Paden City Garden Club is open to all garden hob-
byists. Meetings are the first Tuesday of each month at
the Paden City Senior Center at 6:30 pm.  

FOOD PANTRY OPEN
Second Harvest Food Pantry, located in the basement
of St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, 130 S. Fourth
Ave. in Paden City, is open the second, third and fourth
Tuesday of each month from 10 a.m. until 11 a.m. Food
is offered for free for those who qualify. All SNAP re-
cipients qualify. Donations may be dropped off at the
church. For more information, call 304-337-9145 or
304-337-2150.

FIRE HALL BREAKFASTS CONTINUE  
The Paden City Volunteer Fire Company holds an all-
you-can-eat breakfast on the first Saturday of every
month. The menu includes scrambled eggs, bacon,
sausage, fruit, potatoes, sausage gravy, biscuits, pan-
cakes, French toast and drinks. Prices are $7 for adults

and $3 for kids under 10. Take out is available. Call
(304) 337-9289 for more information.

PCDA MEETINGS OPEN TO PUBLIC
The Paden City Development Authority meets the sec-
ond Monday of each month at the Health & Recreation
Building in room 10A on the first floor. Meetings begin
at 7 p.m. and the public is welcome to attend. 

TOPS TO MEET
Fighting extra weight gain? Join TOPS (Take off
Pounds Sensibly) and get the help and support you need
to reach your goal. Meeting place: First Baptist Church,
600 S. 4th Ave., Paden City. Wednesday morning
weigh-in starts at 9 a.m., meetings at 10. Call Leader-
Norma at 304-337-8262 or Co-Leader Penny Ludolph
at 304-337-8836.

NEW MARTINSVILLE

TWAS THE MOVIE BEFORE THE
CHRISTMAS PARADE DEC. 3

New Martinsville Parks and Recreation is excited to be
working with the Wetzel County Chamber of Com-
merce to help kick-off the holiday season. This year,
NM Parks will participate in the Chamber’s Christmas
Parade Day festivities by hosting “The movie the be-
fore the parade.” NM Parks will be showing, The Polar
Express, at the Lincoln Theater Saturday, Dec. 3, at 3
p.m. Admission is free! The Polar Express is a fantas-
tic, animated Christmas movie starring Tom Hanks.
Keep in mind, the holiday celebrations don’t stop after
the movie! Following The Polar Express, New Mar-
tinsville’s Christmas parade will begin, followed by the

lighting of the Christmas tree. The complete list of ac-
tivities for the Christmas Day Parade Celebration can
be found on the Wetzel County Chamber of Com-
merce’s Facebook page and website and on NM Parks
Facebook page. For more information contact NM
Parks at 304-455-9130 or “like” us on Facebook (NM
Parks) to stay up to date with all of our latest events. 

LIBRARY ACCEPTING DONATIONS 
FOR ESTER CRUMBLEY FUND

Each Christmas, New Martinsville Public Library pro-
vides new books for children eligible for the Ester-
Crumbley Fund. The library is now accepting
donations for this annual project. For additional infor-
mation or questions, call the library @ 304-455-4545.
Checks may be sent to the New Martinsville Public Li-
brary, 160 Washington St., New Martinsville, WV
26155.

LIBRARY PRESCHOOLER
STORY TIME UNDERWAY

New Martinsville Public Library will host a story time
for preschoolers every Tuesday school is in session in
Wetzel County. If you have questions, call the library
at 304-455-4545.

THE NUTCRACKER BALLET DEC. 5
ArtsLink ushers in the Christmas season Monday, Dec.
5, with the Mid Ohio Valley Ballet classic presentation
of The Nutcracker. This whimsical ballet brings beau-
tiful fantasies, sugar plum dreams, and waltzing
snowflakes to the classic American holiday experience.
The 7 p.m. show at the Lincoln Theater is sponsored

Events
Continued from page 13
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Lights will go on at
Sistersville’s outdoor
light display at the city
park Friday, Dec. 2.
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by Ken Block.  Persons with special needs, or for ad-
ditional information, call the Arts Link office at 304-
455-2278.

FIRST FRIDAYS AT 
BARISTAS CAFÉ & PUB

On the first Friday of every month Baristas Café and
Pub will host acoustic country music nights. There is
no admission charge but gratuity is appreciated. Must
be 21 or older to enter. Call 304-455-5410 for more in-
formation.

SUPPORT GROUP FOR SURVIVORS OF
SUICIDE LOSS OFFERED

Healing Hearts of Survivors of Suicide Loss meets
Tuesdays at Saint Ann’s Episcopal Church at 453
Maple Ave. in New Martinsville. The social begins at
6:30 p.m.; meeting starts at 7 p.m. This support group
is run by Messages For Hope Inc. for those who’ve
been personally touched by a suicide. For more info
contact Debbie Cardwell by email debbie@messages-
forhope.com or at (304) 389-8558. Local group facili-

tator Richard Heller can be reached at (304) 299-0892.

HOME SCHOOL GROUP TO MEET
West Virginia and Ohio homeschooling parents and stu-
dents and those who are considering homeschooling
are invited to get together for encouragement, informa-
tion exchange, friendship and support at the New Mar-
tinsville United Methodist Church at 10 Howard Jeffers
Drive on the third Thursday of the month from 3-5 p.m.
Call Lisa DeGarmo at 740-483-1426 or Cindy Biram
at 304-455-1652 for more information.

RECOVERY GROUP SET 
Celebrate Recovery, a 12-step (faith-based) recovery
program, meets at 6:30 p.m. every Thursday at the New
Martinsville United Methodist Church, located behind
Captain Richard’s on Hydro Drive. If you have any
hurts, hang-ups, bad habits or addictions this is where
to go. CR creates a safe place that is confidential for
sharing and healing.

NAR-ANON TO MEET
The NAR-ANON Family Group meets every Friday at
1 p.m. at the New Martinsville United Methodist
Church behind Captain Richard’s. For more informa-
tion call 304-455-1422.

BIBLE STUDY SLATED
A Bible study will be held at the Wetzel County Career
Center (Wetzel County Center for Children and Fami-
lies) every Saturday from 3 p.m. until 5 p.m. The Ca-
reer Center is 2.5 miles east of Route 2 on Highway 7,
on the left just beyond the twin bridges. Enter side door
number 6. For more information contact Daniel
Morikone at 304-266-7504.

-Ohio-

SARDIS/ FLY

LUNCH DURING DEER SEASON
AND BREAKFAST WITH SANTA

The Midway Community & Senior Citizens Center at
38608 State Route 800 will host lunch from 11 a.m. to
2 p.m. during deer season. Breakfast with Santa will be
Saturday, Dec. 3. Call (740) 934-2221 for details.

NEWPORT

CRAFT SHOW NOV. 26
A craft show will be held at the Newport Volunteer Fire
Department Saturday, Nov. 26, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Tables available.

If you would like to run your community service an-
nouncement in The INNformer, please fax it to 304-
652-1312 attention The INNformer, email it to
innformerme@yahoo.com, or send it in a private mes-
sage on The INNformer’s Facebook page.

Events
Continued from previous page



By Charles Winslow

PADEN CITY – Stacey Magruder has
had a busy and productive year. First the
ambitious Sardis, Ohio, native reopened
the landmark Sardis Dairy Bar then,
along with her husband David, opened a
new restaurant, the Wildcat’s Den, in
Paden City. 

And with business booming, they are al-
ready looking at expanding. 

Magruder, a 1996 graduate of River
High School, had worked at the seasonal
Sardis Dairy Bar on Route 7 as a high
school student and early this year
learned that the business would be avail-
able for lease. She opened in mid-May
and quickly developed a following, as
well as a taste for entrepreneurship. 

The Sardis location was her and her hus-
band’s first business venture. Previously
she had worked as child welfare social
worker and in the business office at New
Martinsville’s Wal-mart. Her husband is
service manager at Country Roads Ford. 

While running the Dairy Bar she was ap-
proached by a Paden City alumnus who
suggested she consider opening a pizza
shop Paden City’s Matthew Barker
Booster Building  on North 4th Ave. Re-
alizing the potential of the business, the
Magruders decided to take advantage of
the opportunity and opened their Wild-
cat’s Den. Additionally, they arranged to
take over control and management of the
adjacent 4,000 square foot hall. 

“The hall is a great space and has a lot
of potential,” Magruder said, adding
they are ready to rent it out for special
events such as wedding receptions, ban-
quets and birthday parties. Additionally,
they are currently working on fundrais-
ers to help them install a new floor so it
can be used for sporting events, like vol-
leyball and aerobics. They are hosting a

Count Down to Christmas crafts show
Saturday, Dec. 3. 

“Business is good and very steady,” she
said. They have geared up to do break-
fast service and just started delivering to
Paden City, Sistersville and New Mar-
tinsville. In addition to pizza, the Wild-
cat’s Den also has Philly cheesesteak
sandwiches, 11 varieties of buffalo
wings as well as nightly specials. 

While they did well in Sardis during the
season, which ended mid September, the
Magruders decided to concentrate on de-

veloping their new restaurant, which
opened Sept. 2, and are planning to ex-
pand in the spring and reopen the old
Dick’s Pizza location in Duffy, which
they are currently renovating.

“Dick’s was around for so many years
and there is no place in either Sardis or
Duffy to get a pizza,” she said. 

During a recent interview with the INN-
former, she gave credit to her father for
being her inspiration for going into busi-
ness. 

“My dad, Gerald Okey, always wanted

to own his own pizza shop. He moti-
vated me to go out and do it,” the proud
daughter explained. 

In addition to her father, the Wildcat’s
Den, employs 11 people, including a few
high school students. 

David and Stacy Magruder have been
married for 10 years and while he is busy
at the Ford dealership most days “we are
in it together,” she said. 

For delivery, or information on hall
rentals call The Wildcat’s Den at (304)
317-2503.
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Sardis native opens Wildcat’s Den in Paden City

A
s the Christmas season rapidly approaches,
local cities are getting into the spirit of the
season.

In New Martinsville the city’s Parks and Recreation
will host The movie before the parade and will show
The Polar Express at the Lincoln Theater Saturday,
Dec. 3, at 3 p.m. Admission is free! The Polar Ex-
press is a classic animated film set in the mid-1950s
about a boy who witnesses a train called the Polar Ex-
press that departs for the North Pole. It stars Tom
Hanks.

After the movie the Wetzel County Chamber of Com-
merce’s Christmas Parade kicks off followed by the
lighting of the Christmas tree.

Sistersville will hold its annual Christmas Parade Fri-
day, Dec. 2 ,at 7 p.m. with line up for the parade at
6:30 on Riverside Drive. The city’s official tree light-
ing ceremony will be at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Bill Rice
at city hall.  Children are welcome to place ornaments
on the tree at city hall. For more information call the
city at (304) 652-6361. The city’s festive Lights in
the Park will also be illuminated following the parade.

Additionally, Santa Claus will make a special appear-
ance at the Gaslight Theater on Wells Street following
the parade. A special Christmas Concert by the St.
Marys Orchestra will be held at the Gaslight Theater
Saturday, Dec. 10, at 7 p.m. with a reception at the Gold
Derrick Gallery from 5 to 7 p.m. Tickets are $5. For
more information call Terry Willey at (304) 652-1707. 

In Middlebourne, the city’s Welcome to Whoville
Christmas Parade will be held Saturday, Dec. 3, at
11 a.m. There will be a float competition with the
first, second and third place floats winning a prize.

Following the parade the Middlebourne United

Methodist Women will serve soup, sandwiches, pep-

peroni rolls and holiday sweet treats at the Tyler

County Library. Middlebourne is also sponsoring a

holiday Bands on Broad program at 1 p.m. Local

school choirs will perform at the gazebo, weather per-
mitting.

In the event of inclement weather the concert will be
moved to the senior center on Cherry Street. The
UMW will also sell food items during the concert.

Area cities celebrate Christmas

CHRISTMAS IN
NEW MATAMORAS
NEW MATAMORAS, Ohio – The old-fashioned
spirit of Christmas is alive and well in this small
Ohio River town and will be on display for all to
see Saturday, Dec. 3.

Celebrations in New Matamoras start at 3:30 p.m.
with a reading of ’Twas the Night Before Christmas
by Mrs. Claus at the village’s library, followed by
crafts for the kids.

The Christmas Parade lines up at the Matamoras
Elementary School at 5:30 p.m. with the parade
starting at 6 p.m.  After the parade businesses on
Main Street and local churches will be open. Each
business will have specials and treats - some will
even have special giveaways!

Santa Claus, as well as his friend the Grinch, will
make a special appearance on Main Street for pho-
tos with good little boys and girls. The Senior Cen-
ter plans to sell candy and apple butter and the
Eastern Star will feature chicken and noodles and
baked goods.

In the park there will be a Memory Tree where peo-

ple can purchase or make an ornament and place it
on the tree in memory of a loved one.

There is also Christmas decorating contest. Houses
must be decorated by Dec. 1 and Santa’s elves will
be driving around that day and the next to judge
which displays are the best.

Anyone between the Monroe County line and Fron-
tier High School and in the surrounding areas can
participate. No need to enter, the elves just ask that
you have your lights on.


